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ANKIT EP-I 28.08.2024
PM- PRAGATI MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today chaired the meeting of the 44th
edition of PRAGATI, the ICT-based multi-modal platform for Pro-Active
Governance and Timely Implementation, involving Centre and State
governments. It was the first meeting of PRAGATI in the third term of
Narendra Modi Government. In the meeting, seven significant projects
were reviewed including two projects relating to road connectivity, two rail
projects and one project each of the Coal, Power and Water Resources
sectors. The cost of these projects totalled more than 76 thousand 500
crore rupees. The projects relates to Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Odisha, Goa, Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh and Delhi.

During the meeting, Mr. Modi emphasized the fact that every official
in the government must be sensitized. He said that the delay in projects
not only leads to cost escalation but also deprives the public of the
intended benefits of the project. The Prime Minister said that the “Ek ped
Maa ke Naam” campaign can help safeguard the environment while
undertaking project development.

During the interaction, Prime Minister also reviewed AMRUT 2.0 and
public grievances related to Jal Jeevan Mission. These projects together
inter-alia address water issues in urban and rural areas. He emphasised
that water is a basic human need and quality disposal of grievances at
district and state level must be ensured by the state governments.

Mr. Modi advised Chief Secretaries to personally monitor the works



under AMRUT 2.0 and States should make plans keeping in mind the
growth potential and future needs of cities. He added, reforms in urban
governance, comprehensive urban planning, urban transport planning, and
municipal finance are critical needs of the hour, given the rapid
urbanization in the country. Mr. Modi said that one needs to take benefit of
initiatives such as PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana to meet the growing
energy needs of cities. Prime Minister also recalled that many of these
aspects of urbanization and drinking water had been discussed in the Chief
Secretaries Conference and the commitments given must be reviewed by
Chief Secretaries themselves. Prime Minister further asked the Chief
Secretaries and Secretaries of Government of India to continue working on
the Mission Amrit Sarovar programme. He said that water catchment area
of Amrit Sarovars should be kept clean and desilting of these water bodies
should be taken up as per requirement with the involvement of Village
Committee. Up to the 44th edition of PRAGATI meetings, 355 projects
having a total cost of over 18 lakh crore rupess have been reviewed.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/ANUPAM/1935

ANKIT EP-I 28.08.2024

FUR REV PREZ-KOLKATA INCIDENT

President Droupadi Murmu today said that the gruesome rape and
murder of a doctor in Kolkata has left the nation shocked and urged people
to collectively say 'enough is enough.' She said the recent spate of crimes
against women should force honest self introspection to uncover the roots
of the malaise. The President stated this in a statement shared on her
social media platform. She added that she is dismayed and horrified when
she came to hear of the incident. President Murmu further said that what is
more depressing is the fact that it was not the only incident of its kind and
is part of a series of crimes against women. She added that even as
students, doctors and citizens were protesting in Kolkata, criminals
remained on the prowl elsewhere.

Highlighting that the victims include even kindergarten girls, she said
no civilised society can allow daughters and sisters to be subjected to such
atrocities and the nation is bound to be outraged. She also said that the
time has come when we as a society need to ask ourselves some difficult
questions. She added that the Constitution granted equality to all including
women, when it was only an ideal in many parts of the world. The State
then created institutions to establish this equality, wherever needed, and
promoted it with a series of schemes and initiatives. The President said,



civil society came forward and supplemented the State’s outreach in this
regard. She said, visionary leaders in all spheres of society pushed for
gender equality. President Murmu said, finally, there were exceptional,
feisty women who made it possible for their less fortunate sisters to benefit
from this social revolution. That has been the saga of women’s
empowerment.

She said, it is this objectification of women by a few that is behind
the crimes against women. It is ingrained deeply in the minds of such
people. The President also noted that, regrettably, this is the case not only
in India, but across the world. She said, difference between one place and
the next is more of a degree than kind. President Murmu said, countering
this mindset is a task for both the State and the society. She said, in India,
over the years, the two have fought hard to change the wrong attitude.
The President said, there have been laws and there have been social
campaigns. Yet, there is something that continues to come in the way and
to torment the nation.

Recalling the Nirbhaya incident in Delhi, President Murmu said, in
December 2012 the countrymen had come face to face with that element
when a young woman was gang-raped and murdered. There was shock
and rage. People were determined not to let another Nirbhaya meet the
same fate. Government made plans and devised strategies and these
initiatives did make a difference to an extent. She said, yet, the task
remains unfinished as long as any woman feels unsafe in the environment
where she lives or works. The President said, in the twelve years since that
tragedy in the national capital, there have been countless tragedies of
similar nature, though only a few drew nationwide attention. Even these
were soon forgotten. She asked that has the countrymen learned lessons?
As social protests petered out, these incidents got buried into a deep and
inaccessible recess of social memory, to be recalled only when another
heinous crime takes place. President Murmu said, this collective amnesia is
as much obnoxious as that mindset. The President also said that the
country owe to its daughters to remove the hurdles from their path of
winning the freedom from fear.
<><>DIWAKER/ANUPAM/1838
MORN. INDIA RUSSIA

The Second Meeting of the Joint Russian- Indian Commission on the
Cooperation in the Field of Emergency Management was held yesterday in
Moscow, Russia. Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai is leading the



Indian delegation. During the first day of the visit, the working plan of the
Joint Russian- Indian Commission on the Cooperation in the Field of
Emergency Management for 2025-2026 was signed by Mr Rai and Minister
of the Russian Federation for Civil Defence, Emergencies and Elimination of
Consequences of Natural Disasters Kurenkov Aleksandr Vyacheslavovich.

Both the countries agreed to implement this Plan during 2025-2026
and also decided to continue exchange of the best practices and lessons
learnt in the field of Disaster Management. This meeting is significant to
draw a strategy for executing the previous agreements between India and
Russia, such as, Inter-Governmental Agreement for cooperation in the field
of Emergency Management in December, 2010 and Regulation to establish
the Indo-Russian Joint Commission for Cooperation, 2013 in prevention
and elimination of consequences of emergency situations. The first meeting
of the Indo-Russian Joint Commission on the Cooperation in the Field of
Emergency Management was held in New Delhi in 2016.
PARAS:MS MP-1 29.08.2024
MORN. CHAMPAI SOREN - RESIGNATION

Former Jharkhand Chief Minister Champai Soren has resigned from
the post of Minister from Hemant Soren government and all posts of
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha. In a letter addressed to JMM President Shibu
Soren, he said, working style and policies of the party have compelled him
to quit party. Mr Soren was holding portfolio of Water Resources
Department, besides Higher Education and Technical Education portfolios.
Champai Soren, who is scheduled to join the BJP tomorrow, also resigned
as MLA of Seraikela constituency seat of Jharkhand assembly. Mr. Soren
said, his decision to join BJP is in the interest of Jharkhand.
<><><>K. KLAL/RANCHI/0329 HRS

PARAS :: HK MP-I 29.08.2024
TELANGANA-FM RADIOS (HYDERABAD METRO NEWS)

In Telangana, ten cities and towns from the state are among the 234
uncovered areas in the country for rolling out private FM radio. The 10
cities and towns in the state include Adilabad, Karimnagar, Khammam,
Kothagudem, @ Mahbubnagar, @ Mancherial, Nalgonda, @ Nizamabad,
Ramagundam and Suryapet. The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved the proposal yesterday for conducting the 3rd
batch of ascending e-auctions for 730 channels in 234 new cities with an
estimated reserve price of 784.87 crore rupees under private FM radio



phase III policy. The Cabinet also approved the proposal to charge Annual
License Fee of FM channels as 4 per cent of Gross Revenue excluding
Goods and Services Tax (GST). This will be applicable for 234 new cities
and towns. The private FM Radio rollout in 234 new cities and towns is
expected to fulfil the unmet demand for FM radio and bring new and local
content in mother tongue. It is also expected to lead to creation of new
employment opportunities giving a boost to local dialect and culture and
‘vocal for local’ initiatives. <><>
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MORN. PARALYMPIC GAMES

Paralympic Games 2024 have been officially inaugurated with a grand
opening ceremony in Paris. French President Emmanuel Macron declared
the Games open during a colourful ceremony in the heart of Paris. A total
of 4,400 Paralympians, representing 167 nations, marched from Champs-
Elysees to Place de la Concorde. Tokyo 2020 gold medallist javelin thrower
Sumit Antil and world record-holder Table Tennis player Bhagyashri Jadhav
led the Indian contingent. A total of 84 Indian para athletes will compete in
this edition of the games. It is India’s largest contingent in Paralympic
history. India will compete in 12 of the 22 sports scheduled at the event.

Krishna Nagar will aim to defend his men’s singles title in Badminton.
While, Avani Lekhara and Manish Narwal, are set to take aim in Shooting.
Archery, Cycling, Taekwondo, Swimming and Table Tennis are other events
where Indians will be seen in action from today. Athletics will begin from
tomorrow, where 38 Indian athletes will participate. The spotlight will be
on javelin thrower Sumit Antil and Table Tennis player Bhavina Patel. The
Paris Paralympics will conclude on September 9 with the Closing Ceremony.
<><><>



