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CABINET- METRO AIRPORT

Union Cabinet has given its approval to three new metro rail projects
in the country. The projects include phase three of Bangalore Metro with
an estimated cost of 15 thousand 611 crore rupees, Thane Integral Ring
Metro Rail Project with a cost of 12 thousand 200 crore rupees and Pune
Metro Phase-1 project extension towards south from Swargate to Katraj
with a cost of around three thousand crore rupees. Addressing media after
the Cabinet meeting in New Delhi, Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that at present metro rail is operational in 21 cities
whereas it was operational only five cities 10 years back. At global level,
India stands at third position in terms network length. He said, the Phase-3
of Bangalore Metro Rail Project to be operational by 2029 will add
approximately 44.65 Kilometers of new metro lines, connecting the western
part of the city of Bengaluru that were previously underserved. On
operationalization of Phase-3, Bengaluru city will have over 220 Kilometer
of active Metro Rail Network. Mr Vaishnaw said that Phase-3 corridors also
provide connectivity to the Southern part of the city, Outer Ring Road
West, Magadi road and various neighbourhoods, enhancing overall
connectivity in the city. The Minister added that Metro Rail as an efficient
alternate road transport and with Phase-3 as an extension to the Metro Rail
network is expected to alleviate traffic congestion in the city.

( Byte- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Giving details about Thane Integral Ring Metro project corridor in
Maharastra which will be operational by 2029, Mr Vaishnaw added that the
29 kilometer corridor will run along the periphery of west side of Thane city
with 22 Stations. The project connects prominent areas like Naupada,
Wagle Estate, Dongripada, Hiranandani Estate, Kolshet and Saket. He said
that this will provide a sustainable and efficient mode of transport,
facilitating the city to realize its economic potential and ease traffic



congestion on the roads. The Union Minister added that Maha Metro will
execute the project, along with civil, electromechanical, other associated
facilities, works and related asset.

(Byte- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Speaking about the Pune Metro Phase-1 project extension towards
south from Swargate to Katraj, Mr Vaishnaw said that the Swargate to
Katraj Underground Line will significantly alleviate road traffic congestion
and provide a safer and more comfortable travel experience. The project,
aimed at providing seamless connectivity in Pune, is set to be completed by
February, 2029. He added that the extension will integrate with the
Swargate Multimodal Hub, which includes the Metro Station and MSRTC
Bus Stand and will provide seamless connectivity for commuters within and
outside Pune City.

( Byte- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Mr Vaishnaw said, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs also
gave its approval to the new Civil Enclaves at Bihta in Bihar and Bagdogra
in West Bengal. He said, as per the approval, new Civil Enclave at
Bagdogra Airport will be developed with a total estimated cost of 1,549
crore rupees. This development is poised to significantly enhance Bagdogra
Airport's operational efficiency and passenger experience, reinforcing its
role as a pivotal air travel hub for the region. At Bagdogra, the proposed
Terminal Building is designed to accommodate 3000 Peak Hour Passengers
with an annual capacity to handle 10 million passengers.

The Minister also informed that new Civil Enclave at Bihta will be
developed at the cost of 1,413 crore rupees. This infrastructure project
represents a strategic move to address the anticipated saturation of
capacity at Patna Airport.

( Byte- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

The proposed New Integrated Terminal Building at Bihta Airport is
designed to handle 3000 Peak Hour Passengers and annually cater to 50
lakh passengers. This will be further expanded by another 50 Lakh
whenever it is required and ultimate capacity would be one crore
passengers per annum.The key components of the project include the
construction of an Apron capable of accommodating 10 parking bays as
well as two link taxiways. Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw added that
Narendra Modi government in its third term has approved infra projects
worth one lakh 54 thousand crore rupees so far and with the
announcement of today's projects the total infra projects cleared by the



government has gone up to around two lakh crore rupees.
CB/DIPENDRA/ANAND/0413

GAURAV EP-1 16.08.2024

AMIT SHAH - J&K POLL

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has welcomed the announcement of the
assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir. In a social media post, Mr.
Shah said the central government has created a new era of peace,
development, and strengthened democracy in J&K through a series of
initiatives in the last ten years. He stated that the assembly elections will
further strengthen the roots of democracy and open the door to a new
period of development for the Union Territory. He urged the people of J&K
to actively participate in the elections and vote in large numbers to form a
government that will sustain peace and development and ensure a brighter
future for the youth. BJP President and Union Minister J.P. Nadda said
Jammu and Kashmir will move forward on a new journey of peace and
progress in these polls. He appealed to all the people of the state to elect a
government that ensures progress and public welfare. Mr. Nadda also
welcomed the announcement of the poll schedule for the Haryana
assembly polls. <><><>DIWAKER 2002 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 17.08.2024
BJP OFFICE-BEARERS MEET

BJP's National office-bearers meeting will be held in New Delhi today.
The meeting to be chaired by Party President ] P Nadda at BJP
Headquarters is expected to discuss party's membership drive and
organisational elections as well as preparedness for the upcoming assembly
polls. Besides BJP national office-bearers, the meeting will also be attended
by Party State Presidents and General Secretaries In-Charge of the party's
organisation in different states and other leaders. This will be the first
large meeting of BJP office-bearers after the Lok Sabha elections.
CB/DIWAKER/0400
SHUKLA MP-I 17.08.2024

IMA-STRIKE

Indian Medical Association (IMA) has called for a 24-hour nationwide
strike today to protest against the rape and murder of a woman resident



doctor at West Bengal government-run RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata. The IMA has called for withdrawal of non-emergency
and OPD services today beginning 6 AM. The organisation is demanding
justice for the victim and a central law to protect healthcare workers.
Following the call, more medics from public as well as private health
facilities joined protests across the country. The IMA has also condemned
the vandalism at the Kolkata hospital where doctors have been protesting
since August 9 evening following the rape and murder of the woman
medic. Meanwhile, Union Health Ministry has directed that the Head of
Institution will be responsible for filing an Institutional FIR within a
maximum of six hours in case of violence against Doctors. Director General
of Health Services Atul Goel has written a letter to the head of the central
government hospitals and medical colleges in this regard.

CB/VARIOUS SOURCES/0540

GAURAV EP-1 16.08.2024
EVE. DOCTORS' PROTEST

Doctors and medical students from Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital,
Lady Hardinge Medical College, and several other hospitals in the national
capital staged protests today against the alleged rape and murder of a
resident doctor in Kolkata. They are demanding justice in the matter. In
the evening, the Resident Doctors' Association also held a candle march.
Meanwhile, the Indian Medical Association (IMA) has urged the Centre to
formulate a national law to ensure the safety of doctors in hospitals. They
also called for mandatory security measures, such as the installation of
CCTV cameras and the deployment of security personnel, as initial steps to
declare hospitals as safe zones. The IMA has announced a 24-hour
withdrawal of all services by modern medicine doctors across the country
starting tomorrow at 6 in the morning, regardless of sector or place of
work. During this period, only casualty and emergency units will remain
operational, while outpatient departments and elective surgeries will be
suspended. ANAND/PRIYA/2015 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 17.08.2024
IRANI - R G KAR CASE

BJP leader and former union minister Smriti Irani has said that fight
for justice will continue for the victim of R G Kar case. She was interacting
with journalists at a press conference in Kolkata yesterday. Ms Irani said,



the way the common people of West Bengal are protesting the rape and
murder of the doctor is unprecedented and the whole nation will stand by
it. She said, a single person can not do whatever injuries have been found
on the body of the doctor and more persons were involved in the crime.
She raised question that why police told the victim's family that it was a
suicide and who has given permission to start the renovation work at the
hospital after the incident.
CB/KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/MAIL/0418 GAURAV :: LAXMI
EP-I 16.08.2024
REV ADD NEW WB - UPDATE

The Left Front and Congress has jointly called for rally tomorrow in
all districts of West Bengal to protest against the rape and murder incident
at R G Kar Hospital in Kolkata. They are also demanding the resignation of
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and Kolkata Police Commissioner Vinit
Goyel.
<>KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/MAIL/2101 hrs.



