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EVE NTF-MEETING

Union Home Secretary Govind Mohan and Health Secretary Apurva
Chandra today co-chaired a meeting with State Chief Secretaries and
DGPs on immediate steps taken for safety and security of doctors and
healthcare professionals. Home Secretary requested the officers to
ensure installation of CCTV cameras in blind spots, integration with 112
helpline for health care workers, access control of large hospitals,
sharing of revamped position under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita in the
hospitals with high footfall. Health Secretary Apurva Chandra
encouraged the States to come up with innovative ideas and laid
emphasis on some of the immediate measures which can be considered
to enhance the security and provide safer working environment for
healthcare workers. These include joint security audit along with District
Collector and DSP and management of District hospitals and Medical
Colleges to review any shortfall in existing infrastructure and security
arrangements and to take up remedial measures.

PREZ-KOLKATA INCIDENT

President Droupadi Murmu today said that the gruesome rape and
murder of a doctor in Kolkata has left the nation shocked and urged people
to collectively say 'enough is enough.' She said the recent spate of crimes
against women should force honest self introspection to uncover the roots
of the malaise. The President stated this in a write up shared on her social
media platform. She added that she is dismayed and horrified when she
came to hear of the incident. President Murmu further said that what is



more depressing is the fact that it was not the only incident of its kind and
is part of a series of crimes against women. She added that even as
students, doctors and citizens were protesting in Kolkata, criminals
remained on the prowl elsewhere.

Highlighting that the victims include even kindergarten girls, she said no
civilised society can allow daughters and sisters to be subjected to such
atrocities and the nation is bound to be outraged. She also said that the
time has come when we as a society need to ask ourselves some difficult
questions. She added that the Constitution granted equality to all
including women, when it was only an ideal in many parts of the world.
The State then created institutions to establish this equality, wherever
needed, and promoted it with a series of schemes and initiatives. The
President also said that the country owe to its daughters to remove the
hurdles from their path of winning the freedom from fear.

REV. CABINET - FM

The Union Cabinet has approved a proposal to conduct e-auctions for
730 Private FM channels in 234 new cities. The move aims to boost local
content in mother tongue and create new employment opportunities.
Briefing media in New Delhi, Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the decision will take the FM radio to uncovered
tier 2 and tier 3 cities. He said, this project will focus on local talent.

(Byte - Ashwini Vaishnaw)

The estimated reserve price for this auction is over 784 crore
rupees. Under this, 32 new private FM channels will be auctioned
in Uttar Pradesh, 22 in Andhra Pradesh, 20 in Madhya Pradesh, 19
in Rajasthan, 18 in Bihar, 11 in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu each,
13 in West Bengal and six private FM channels in Assam. Many of
the approved cities are in Aspirational districts and Left Wing
Extremism affected areas and will further strengthen government
outreach in these areas. It will also create new employment
opportunities.

Union Cabinet has also accorded approval for progressive expansion of
the Central Sector Scheme of Agriculture Infrastructure Fund. This will



significantly enhance and strengthen the agricultural infrastructure in the
country and support the farming community. The Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund was established in 2020 with a corpus of one lakh crore rupees to
provide all-around financial support to the farmers.

BIHAR CONCLAVE

In Bihar, a two-day International Conference on the legacy of Guru
Padmasambhava began at Nava Nalanda Mahavihara in Rajgir today.
Delivering inaugural address at function governor of Bihar Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar said that solutions for all kinds of maladies are
available in teachings of Lord Buddha.

Mr. Arlekar said Guru Padmasambhava gave new wings to Buddhism
spreading it to terrains of Himalayan region including Tibet, Nepal and
Bhutan.

The governor said the two pillars of non-violence and peace in
Buddhism are panacea for all kinds of problems. More than 50 scholars and
monks from Nepal, Tibet, Srilanka, Bhutan and other countries are taking
part in the conclave.

REV. GADKARI- ROAD SAFETY

Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari today
said that the government is taking major steps to reduce the
number of road accidents in the country. He said that road audits
are being done to find out the cause of accidents, especially on
highways. In addition, Ambulance vehicles and their staff are
being upgraded with the latest technology to rescue the injured
people timely from the accident sites. Mr. Gadkari said this while
addressing the 6th edition of FICCI Road Safety Awards and
Conclave 2024 in New Delhi.

In his address, Mr. Gadkari said that five lakh road accidents occur in a
year and over one lakh 50 thousand people lost their lives in these
accidents in the country. He pointed out that apart from the government's
efforts, road accidents can be reduced through change in human
behaviour. Mr. Gadkari added that under the Rules of the Road initiative,
several awareness programmes are being conducted in education
institutions.



The Minister urged stakeholders including industry bodies and education
institutes to come forward and contribute to the Road Safety Audit. Our
correspondent reports that FICCI Road Safety Awards have been given to
Industry bodies, government agencies, NGOs, and individuals to recognise
their efforts in fostering a safer road environment. The event aims to
celebrate and showcase innovative solutions, exemplary practices, and
impactful initiatives that have significantly contributed to reducing road
accidents, injuries, and fatalities.

JITENDRA-JANDHAN

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh said that the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana has truly been a game-changer in ensuring financial inclusion. In a
media interaction, the minister lauded the scheme as a role model of the
Prime Minister’s visionary leadership. Dr Singh said that the scheme has
empowered women in every household and shared that over fifty five
percent of Jan Dhan Account holders are women. He further said that it
ensured the timely disbursal of PM-Kisan installments and eliminated
leakages and pilferages, marking it as one of the biggest financial reforms
in India's history. The Minister also pointed out that the scheme has fueled
the aspirations of common citizens and has linked each person in the
family to formal banking.

The Metro and air services are running normally in the city. Suburban train
services have been affected by the strike at various places in Kolkata and
adjacent districts. Road traffic was impacted in Nandigram and Alipurdar. In
Malda, clashes occurred between TMC and BJP workers over road
blockages. Reports of clashes between BJP and Trinamool Congress
supporters are also coming in from Barrackpur railway station of North 24
Parganas district. An incident of firing has been reported from Barrackpur. A
BJP leader has been detained by the police at Barrackpur.

The BJP’s 12-hour bandh call in Bengal has evoked varied response.



