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REV. EVE. PM-UKRAINE VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached Kyiv today on the second and final leg of
his two nation tour to Poland and Ukraine. The Prime Minister arrived in Kyiv from
Poland by train. Members of the Indian diaspora accorded a warm welcome to the
Prime Minister on his arrival in Kyiv. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the
multimedia Martyrologist exposition on children at the National Museum of History of
Ukraine in Kyiv. He was accompanied by the President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
Both the leaders honoured the memory of children. Prime Minister Modi was deeply



touched by the poignant exposition set up in memory of children who have lost their
lives in the conflict. He expressed his sorrow at the tragic loss of young lives and as a
mark of respect placed a toy in their memory. Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
paid homage to Mahatma Gandhi at his statue in Kyiv. He underscored the timeless
relevance of Mahatma Gandhi’s message of peace in building a harmonious society. He
noted that the path shown by him offered solutions to present day global challenges.

This is the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Ukraine after the diplomatic
relations between the two countries began in 1992. Mr Modi and Mr Zelenskyy will hold
discussions on the entire gamut of bilateral relations, ranging from economic and
business linkages, agriculture, infrastructure, health and education, pharmaceuticals,
defense, culture, and people-to-people ties. This visit is taking place against the
backdrop of the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, which will also form part of the discussions.
India has consistently advocated for diplomacy and dialogue to reach a negotiated
settlement. Mr Modi’'s landmark visit to Ukraine will help further consolidation and
expansion of bilateral ties.

IRAN-US

In his first interview with foreign media since taking office, Iran's newly
appointed Foreign Minister, Abbas Araqchi, outlined conditions for defusing tensions
with the United States. Speaking to a Japanese News agency Araqchi emphasized the
importance of lifting sanctions and rebuilding ties with Western countries as crucial
steps toward normalizing Iran's international relations.

Araqchi stated that improving ties with various global partners is a key priority
for the new Iranian government. He called for overcoming obstacles and unlocking new
avenues for economic and trade cooperation, despite ongoing US sanctions.

Regarding US-Iran relations, Araqchi noted that Iran is open to managing
tensions with Washington and reviving the 2015 nuclear deal. However, he stressed
that this would only be possible if the US and European countries abandon their "hostile
approach" toward Iran.

"In my foreign policy address to the Islamic Consultative Assembly, I highlighted
the crucial objective of lifting sanctions, particularly unilateral ones, through earnest,
focused, and time-bound negotiations while upholding the nation's fundamental
principles," Araqgchi explained.

The foreign minister outlined a strategy to boost Iran's international ties while
navigating US sanctions. He emphasized the need to transcend obstacles hindering our
mutual interests and prioritize our vital needs," suggesting that by comprehensively
evaluating the current landscape, Iran can forge constructive partnerships to drive
progress and prosperity.

As a crucial step toward lifting sanctions on Iran's economy and returning to
normal trade relations within the international community, Araqchi stated that Iran's
Foreign Ministry will seek to manage tensions with Washington and rebuild ties with
European countries. However, this is contingent on these nations abandoning their
'hostile approach' while aiming to revive the 2015 nuclear deal and lift sanctions.



BOTSWANA-DIAMOND

A Canada based mining company unearthed a massive 2,492-carat stone at
Karowe Diamond Mine in northeastern Botswana yesterday. Botswana President
Mokgweetsi Masisi's government described the diamond as the second largest in the
world.

This is the third very large diamond unearthed at the Karowe mine in recent
years. The 1,758-carat stone unearthed in 2019 was previously the largest ever mined
in Botswana.

REV. EVE. CBI-R G KAR MEDICAL

Sanjay Rai the only arrested person in the R G Kar rape and murder case was
sent to 14 days jail custody today by the Sealdah court in Kolkata. He was produced
today at the court. Earlier he was given 14 days police custody after the arrest by the
Kolkata Police. Later he was handed over to the CBI.
In a related development, state Health Secretary Narayan Swarup Nigam urged the

resident doctors to join the work. Mr. Nigam said that the new Medical Superintendent-
cum-Vice Principal and the Principal of the Medical College have joined their duties. He
also told that the Head of Chest Medicine and the assistant superintendent have been
transferred.

EVE. RAJNATH-US VISIT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that India and the United States of
America are natural allies and that together they can ensure peace, prosperity, and
stability in the world. Addressing the Indian diaspora in Washington, DC, the Minister
stressed that India and the US are destined to be strong partners, and this collaboration
is growing. Highlighting growth prospects for the Indian economy, Mr. Singh said that
the country will become the third-largest economy by 2027. Regarding defence exports,
the Minister said that they have now reached 21 thousand crore rupees. During the
visit, India and the US signed the Security of Supplies Arrangement (SOSA) document
and a Memorandum of Agreement regarding the Assignment of Liaison Officers. With
the signing of SOSA, India and the US agree to provide priority support for goods and
services that promote national defense. The Arrangement will enable both countries to
acquire the industrial resources they need from one another to resolve unanticipated
supply chain disruptions and meet national security needs. SOSA is an important
mechanism to strengthen interoperability with US defense trade partners. India is the
eighteenth SOSA partner of the US.

Mr. Singh will also hold a bilateral meeting with his US counterpart and also meet with
US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan. The Defence Minister will chair a high-level
roundtable meeting with the US defence industry on ongoing and future defence
collaborations. The Defence Minister arrived in Washington yesterday evening on a



four-day visit to the United States.

NATIONAL SPACE DAY CELEBRATION

The Indian Space Research Organisation's former Chairman A S Kiran Kumar has
said that National Space Day is not only a celebration of India’s soft landing at the Shiv
Shakti point on the lunar surface but also a day to ponder over our future space
missions. Addressing children at the Jawaharlal Nehru Planetarium in Bengaluru today
during the National Space Day celebration, he said that the significant effort that
brought success to ISRO’s Chandrayaan-3 mission has gained global recognition. Mr.
Kumar called upon the younger generation to never let the scientist within them die and
to pursue the quest for answers relentlessly. Like Sir C. V. Raman and Madame Curie,
curiosity should drive us to find true answers.

SHIVRAJ - KISAN SAMVAD

Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said
that government is committed to doubling the income of farmers and increasing crop
productivity. Addressing the farmers in Patna during Kisan Samvad, Mr. Chouhan said,
all resolutions of Prime Minister Narendra Modi regarding farmers, are being fulfilled by
providing cheap loans through Kisan Credit Cards and ensuring a fair price for the
produce with MSP. Expressing his concern over the adverse impact of climate change
on agriculture, Mr. Chouhan said the government is promoting resilient seeds with high
yield and short-duration varieties.

(S/B- SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN IN GNR MAIL)

Mr. Chouhan said there is huge potential in the state for the production of fox nut
(makhana), maize, tea, honey, Katarni rice, and Magahi paan, and farmers can earn
good revenue from their export.

LANKA ARMY - MITRA SHAKTI

High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka Santosh Jha and Sri Lanka’s State
Minister of Defence Premitha Bandara Tennakoon, witnessed the final exercise at the
10th edition of India- Sri Lanka Joint Military Exercise MITRA SHAKTI at Army Training
School, Maduru Oya, Sri Lanka. Thereafter Mr. Jha also interacted with the Indian
contingent. The Indian contingent comprising of 106 personnel is being represented by
a Battalion of Rajputana Rifles along with personnel from other arms and services. The
Sri Lankan contingent is being represented by personnel from Gajaba Regiment of Sri
Lankan Army.

The personnel from both sides engaged in multiple tactical drills in sub-
conventional scenarios. The joint exercise enhances interoperability between the two
forces as also further indurates already strong bonds. MITRA SHAKTI is an annual
training event conducted alternatively in India and Sri Lanka, which was last held in



Pune in November 2023. The 14 day exercise, concludes on 25th of August.
DHANKHAR - CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar has said that the three new criminal laws have
dismantled the colonial legacy and empowered the criminal justice system in the
country. Addressing the students and faculty members of the National Forensic Science
University in Gandhinagar today, the Vice President underscored the pivotal role of
forensic science in the contemporary legal system. Mr. Dhankhar said forensic science is
not merely a technical field but a cornerstone of the criminal justice system of the
nation. Mr. Dhankhar said the criminal justice system of the country defines its
democracy and its growth as a nation. The Vice President also highlighted the role of
forensic science in delivering justice and strengthening the rule of law.

(S/B - JAGDEEP DHANKHAR IN GNR MAIL)

Earlier, the Vice President planted a tree at the University. Later, Mr. Dhankhar will
attend the Dharma Dhamma International Conference at Gujarat University in
Ahmedabad. Gujarat Governor Acharya Devvrat and Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel will
also be present on the occasion.

EVE. CBI-R G KAR MEDICAL

In West Bengal, Sanjay Rai, the only arrested person in the R G Kar hospital rape
and murder case was sent to 14 days jail custody today by the Sealdah court in Kolkata.
He was produced today at the court. Earlier he was given 14 days police custody after
the arrest by the Kolkata Police. Later he was handed over to the CBI.



