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JAISHANKAR-MOU

External Affairs Minister, Dr S Jaishankar, and his Maldivian counterpart, Moosa Zameer
has renewed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for capacity building of one
thousand Maldives civil services officers during the period 2024-2029. The MoU was

renewed on 9th of this month in the capital of Maldives. This renewed partnership will



continue to enhance the capabilities of Maldives civil servants in public policy,
governance, and field administration. It will further strengthening the ties between

India and the Maldives.

PM-JK TIRANGA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that the Tiranga Yatra carried out by the
people of Jammu and Kashmir is inspiring. The Prime Minister lauded the initiatives
taken by Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, Manoj Sinha for promoting Har

Ghar Tiranaga Abhiyan.

MAHARASHTRA CM

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde has launched the Institutional Capacity
Building Project to implement a district-led development plan. The project was launched
during the Governing Body Meeting of the Maharashtra Institution for Transformation -
MITRA, held in Mumbai today. The project, part of the Maharashtra Strengthening
Institutional Capabilities in Districts for Enabling Growth (MahaSTRIDE) initiative, will
receive support from the World Bank with a contribution of 1,562 crore rupees.
Addressing the meeting, Mr. Shinde emphasized that MITRA should concentrate on
advancing agriculture, health, education, environment, infrastructure, and energy
sectors to achieve the state’s goal of becoming a trillion-dollar economy. He also
highlighted the need to tackle climate change, introduce new agricultural techniques,

and promote organic farming to benefit both farmers and the public. <><>

GOVT-MODEL SOLAR VILLAGE

The Government has issued operational guidelines for the implementation of the Model
Solar Village under the PM-Surya Ghar-Muft Bijli Yojana. The New and Renewable
Energy Ministry, in a statement today, said that under the scheme, emphasis has been
placed on creating one Model Solar Village per district across the country. The Ministry

said that a total financial outlay of 800 crore rupees has been allocated for this



component. It said that in order to be considered under this scheme, a village must be
a revenue village with a population size above 5,000 or 2,000 for special category
states. The Ministry said, the villages will be assessed on their overall distributed
renewable energy capacity installed within six months after the declaration of potential
candidates by the District Level Committee. The winning village in each district, with the
highest renewable energy capacity, will receive a central financial assistance grant of
one crore rupees. In February of this year, the government approved this scheme with
the aim of increasing the share of solar rooftop capacity and empowering residential

households to generate their own electricity.

BANGLADESH-POLICE REJOIN DUTY

In Bangladesh, after a work abstention for a week, members of the police have started
to return to their workplaces on Monday. There were attacks on many police stations
across Bangladesh following the fall of Awami League led government. Since then,
police members were abstaining from work, citing safety concerns. Students were seen
managing traffic on the roads in Dhaka and other parts of the country in the last few
days. Police officers, who had been on strike, called off their strike after a meeting with
the Interim Government's Home Advisor, Brigadier General (Retd.) M. Sakhawat
Hossain. The meeting also resulted in a decision to change the police uniform and logo.
The meeting took place on Sunday afternoon at the Ministry of Home Affairs, where a
delegation of striking police officers met with the advisor. During the meeting, several
of the 11 demands put forward by police officers were assured to be met in short term,
while others would be addressed over a longer period. It was decided that any attack
on police officers would no longer be tolerated, and complaints against any police
official must be reported to higher authorities. Earlier on Sunday, the Home Affairs
Adviser warned police to return to their respective police stations within Thursday
otherwise they will be deemed as unwilling to be continue working. Operations of 599
police stations, out of 639, resumed across the country as of 3:00pm on Sunday,

according to Police Headquarters.



KARNATAKA TASK FORCE

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has informed that Karnataka has established
eight specialised Elephant Task Forces across all major conflict zones to prevent Human
Elephant conflict. Led by the Deputy Conservator of Forests rank officer, these task
forces have responded to over 1200 conflict incidents in the last year and succeeded in
driving elephants back to the forest. The Chief Minister was speaking at the
inauguration of an international conference organised by the Forest Department to
observe World Elephant Day in Bengaluru today. The Chief Minister informed that in the
last 10 years, 2500 Human Elephant conflict incidents led to 350 human fatalities and
substantial crop losses in the state. Saying that Karnataka has the highest elephant
population numbering at 6395, he said that with a significant elephant population
comes the challenge of human Elephant conflict. He informed the international
delegates at the conference that the Karnataka Aranya Samarasya Project in Karnataka
ensures water availability, habitat improvement and community participation to prevent

human elephant conflict zones.

PM-AGRICULTURE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has emphasized on the need for research and innovation
in agriculture. On the release of 109 new crop varieties at Pusa in New Delhi yesterday,
the Prime Minister said, these varieties are a tangible outcome of his focus on
innovation in agriculture. During his interaction with the farmers, Mr Modi noted that
farmers are conscious of their responsibility towards Mother Earth and are voluntarily
transitioning away from pesticides and will move towards organic farming. The
Prime Minister suggested solutions for farmers to adopt new varieties. He also
suggested using the new variety in a small section and use it after satisfactory results of
their own experiment. The Prime Minister reiterated his commitment to working at triple
speed in his third term. He recalled the iconic phrase Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan coined by
former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri and the subsequent addition of Jai Vigyan by
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The Prime Minister highlighted how he has

added Jai Anusandhan to this phrase, giving utmost priority to research and innovation.



PM-FARMERS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that central government is committed towards
welfare of the farmers. In a social media post the Prime Minister said that his meeting
with the farmers was a memorable experience. Yesterday the Prime Minister has
released 109 high-yielding crop varieties at India Agricultural Research Institute in New
Delhi.



