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RS- PRIVATE RESOLUTION NEET
The Rajya Sabha today took up discussion on a private member resolution
moved by DMK member M. Mohamed Abdulla urging the government to
repeal NEET and NTA and revert to medical admissions based on the
criteria of State Governments. Intervening in the discussion, Leader of the
House and Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda said that the
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test-NEET provides a robust and very
systematic system for admissions in various disciplines of medical
education. He appealed to the members not to undermine this system as
NEET is a very good medium through which students from village and
remote areas can get admissions in MBBS and BDS. He said, we should not
undermine it. Mr Nadda said that previously, medical education had
become an open business. He said, earlier students had to struggle to take
multiple medical exams and spent large sums of money on them. He said,
there was also significant corruption during the counselling process for seat
allocation for medical courses. Mr Nadda informed the House that at
present NEET is being conducted in 571 cities which was earlier held in
154 cities, registering an increase of 270 per cent. He also said that there
has been a 65 percent increase in the number of students from social
categories who secure seats through NEET. The Health Minister added that
the exam is now conducted in 13 languages, and students from
government schools have also benefited from this. He also said that this
year, there are 17 perfect scorers in NEET-UG and they are from states,
including Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, West Bengal, and Uttar Pradesh.
Earlier speaking on the resolution, DMK member M. Mohamed
Abdulla alleged that NEET examination is directly against the principal of



social justice. He also raised the issue of NEET paper leak. He urged the
government to repeal NEET and opt for decentralized examination.
Participating in the discussion, Dr Anil Sukhdeorao Bonde of BJP opposed
the resolution moved by DMK member saying that it was opinion of all that
there should be uniform examination process for the admission in medical
courses. He said the NEET examination which is being conducted in various
languages is a welcome step. Other members including Shaktisinh Gohil of
Congress, Jawhar Sircar of AITC, Raghav Chadha of AAP and Dr John
Brittas of CPI(M) also participated in the discussion. However, the
discussion remained inconclusive. Later the House was adjourned for the
day.

<><> Parliament Team 1805 HRS

GAURAV EPI 02.08.2024
BJP UNGA

BIP today said that United Nations General Assembly President Dennis
Francis has recently praised India for lifting 80 crore people out of poverty
and 25 crore people out of multidimensional poverty. Briefing media in
New Delhi, senior party leader Rajeev Chandrasekhar said that the UNGA
President highlighted how digitalization and mobile phones significantly
improved the lives of 80 crore people. He said that this achievement,
driven by Prime Minister Narendra Modi's digital revolution and pro-poor
policies, reflects an unprecedented transformation over the past decade.
The UNGA President had stated that every country should formulate
policies to uplift their poor people in a similar manner. Mr Chandrashekhar
said Prime Minister Modi has empowered the poor and farmers, particularly
through technical advancements and support. He said internet access has
been ensured for 90 crore people and expanded banking facilities to over
52 crore individuals.

<><>Suparna/1808 hrs

PKM DP-I 02/08/2024
PRADHAN - SC

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has said that Supreme
Court’s observation on no systemic breach of sanctity in NEET-UG exam



and therefore no re-exam vindicates the stand of the Government. In a
social media post, Mr Pradhan said, the government stands committed to
Tamper-free, Transparent and Zero-error examination system. He said, for
ensuring the same Government will implement recommendations of the
high-level committee of experts, at the earliest once they are submitted.
The Minister said, the findings and the verdict out rightly rejects the
propaganda that was being peddled. He thanked Supreme Court for
delivering justice and protecting the interests of lakhs of hardworking
students. Mr Pradhan said, Government will implement the Supreme
Court’s judgement in letter and spirit.
<><>ANUPAM/1342
PKM:: KAMINI DPP 02/08/2024
RS-BULLET TRAIN

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that work on the Bullet train
project is in fast pace as the 320 kilometres stretch has already been
completed. Responding to supplementaries in the Rajya Sabha today, the
Minister said, the country’s first bullet train project is currently under
construction between Ahmedabad and Mumbai with the Japanese
collaboration.
<><><> Parliament Team/1357 HRS
GAURAV EPI 02.08.2024
REV. K K PANT

Former senior officer of Indian Information Service Kamalkant Pant
died after a prolonged illness in Gurugram today. 64 years old Mr. pant
retired from Central Bureau of Communication in the year 2020. Prior to
this he served in many units of Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
including Akashvani News.
Pool/AP SONI/1633 hrs
GAURAV EP-II 02.08.2024

OLYMPICS - DAY 7 SCHEDULE (1755HRS)

In Paris Olympics Archers Ankita Bhakat and Dhiraj Bommadevara leading
by2-0, on course for a historic mixed team archery semfinal against Spain
,Earlier the duo beat Indonesia 5-1 to qualify for the quarterfinals of mixed
team event. In shooting, Manu Bhaker finished second in women's 25
pistol qualification shooting a total of 590 (294 in precision, 296 in rapid)
out of a possible 600 and thus reached her third final of the Paris Olympics.



In Hockey, India has taken lead by 3-1 against Australia in final group
stage. when reports last came in. Sailors Vishnu Saravanan and Nethra
Kumanan as well as Golfers Shubhankar Sharma and Gaganjeet Bhullar
continuing their event today

Judoka Tulika Mann crashed out of the women's +78kg event at the
Paris Olympics after going down in the opening round to London Games
champion Idalys Ortiz of Cuba.

Balraj Panwar, India's sole representative in rowing at the Paris 2024
Olympics of the men's singles sculls event participated in Final D today,
which was a classification race that determined rankings from 19th to 24th
place. He finished fifth.

Meanwhile, India's only shuttler left, Lakshya Sen will take on
Chinese Taipei's Chou Tien Chen in the men's singles quarter-finals.
Towards the end of the second-half, lots of athletics as Ankita Dhyani,
Paril Chaudhary and Tajinderpal Singh Toor will feature in the women's
5,000m heats and men's shot put qualification respectively.

PARIS TEAM /PKG/1755 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 02.08.2024
FIN MIN - ITR

A record 7.28 crore Income-tax Returns, ITRs have been filed for 2024-25
till 31st July. Finance Ministry said in a statement that this is 7.5 percent
more than the total ITRs for 2023-24 filed till 31st July, 2023. An increasing
number of taxpayers have opted for the New Tax Regime this year. Out of
the total ITRs of 7.28 crore filed for 2024-25, 5.27 crore have been filed in
the New Tax Regime compared to 2.01 crore ITRs filed in the Old Tax
Regime. About 72 percent of taxpayers have opted for the New Tax
Regime, while 28 percent continue to be in the Old Tax Regime. The filing
of ITRs peaked on 31st July this year with over 69.92 lakh ITRs being filed
on a single day. The Department also received 58.57 lakh ITRs till 31st July
from first time filers, which is a fair indication of widening of tax base.



Focussed outreach campaigns were carried out on Social Media to
encourage the taxpayers to file their ITRs early. Along with this, unique
creative campaigns were also carried out on different platforms.
Informational Videos in 12 Vernacular languages, apart from English and
Hindi, were displayed on digital platforms.

<><>Suparna/1724 hrs

AURAV EP-1 02.08.2024

MEA - PREZ VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a three nation visit to Fiji, New
Zealand and Timor-Leste from 5th to 10th of August. Briefing media in
Delhi this afternoon, Secretary (East) Jaideep Mazumdar said this would be
the first ever visit by the President of India to Fiji and Timor Leste. He said
that ever since Prime Minister Narendra Modi enunciated his Act East
Policy, the region of South East Asia and the Pacific has been a very special
focus for India. He said all these three countries fall within the Act East
Policy. President Murmu will visit Fiji on the first leg of the visit from 5th to
7th August. The Secretary (East) said India has completed 75 years of
diplomatic presence in Fiji. During this vsiit, President Murmu will hold
bilateral meetings with Fiji President Katonivere and Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka. President Murmu is scheduled to address the Fijian Parliament and
interact with the Indian diaspora there. India has been a strong
development partner of Fiji.

The Secretary (East) said President Murmu will visit New
Zealand on 8th and 9th August on the second leg of her tour. During the
visit, she will hold a bilateral meeting with Governor General Cindy Kiro and
meet Prime Minister Christopher Luxon. President Murmu will also address
an International Education Conference in Wellington and address teh
Indian diaspora in Auckland. Mr Mazumdar said New Zealand recognises
India as a key partner in defence and security. On the last leg of the tour,
President Murmu will visit Timor-Leste on 10th August and hold a bilateral
meeting with President José Ramos-Horta. Prime Minister of Timor-Leste,
Kay Rala "Xanana” Gusmao will call on President Murmu.
<><>Suparna/1631 hrs



