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RS-JAISHANKAR BANGLADESH

India is in close and constant touch with its nationals in Bangladesh
through its diplomatic missions amid unrest in the neighbouring country.
Around 19 thousand Indian nationals are presently in Bangladesh, including
9000 students. In a suo moto statement in the Rajya Sabha over the
situation in Bangladesh this afternoon, External Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar said the bulk of the students have already returned to India last
month on the advice of the High Commission in Dhaka. Dr Jaishankar
informed the Upper House that New Delhi is monitoring the situation with
regard to the status of minorities. There are reports of initiatives by various
groups and organizations to ensure their protection and well-being. He said
India welcomes these initiatives but will remain deeply concerned till law
and order is visibly restored. He said Indian border guarding forces have
also been instructed to be exceptionally in view of this complex situation.
He said Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina had apparently decided
to resign from her post after meeting with leaders of security
establishments. He informed that she had requested approval to come to
India for the moment and arrived in Delhi last evening. In the last 24
hours, New Delhi has also been in regular touch with the authorities in
Dhaka. The External Affairs Minister added that the situation in Bangladesh
is still evolving. Bangladesh Army Chief, General Waker-uz-Zaman,
addressed the nation yesterday and spoke about assuming responsibility



and constituting an interim government. On India’s diplomatic presence in
the neighbouring country, the Minister informed that in addition to the High
Commission in Dhaka, there are Assistant High Commissions in Chittagong,
Rajshahi, Khulna and Sylhet. He said India expects the host government to
provide the required security protection for these establishments and looks
forward to their normal functioning once the situation stabilizes.
RS-MINIMUM BALANCE

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman has clarified that minimum
balance is not required for PM Jandhan accounts and basic savings bank
deposit accounts. She was replying to a supplementaries during question
hour in Rajya Sabha over charges recovered by various banks from account
holders for non-maintenance of minimum balance. Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary has stated that the government has a zero
tolerance policy for financial fraud. He also informed various measures
being taken by banks and RBI to minimize financial frauds.

ANKIT:: KAMINI DP-I 06.08.2024
V/C- WAYANAD-SEARCH OPERATION

"The rescue teams continued scouring the landslide hit areas of
Wayanad for bodies, dismembered body parts and missing persons for the
eighth day today. There was more focus on Meenmutty and Poththukal
areas. A 12 member team comprising two trained forest officials, four
members of the Special Operations Group and six army personnel were
airdropped at the Sunrise Valley area of the Soochippara in Wayanad in
search of more bodies. The terrain is inaccessible due to various factors
including thick forests, presence of wildlife and steep rocks. A helicopter is
kept ready to bring bodies, if found in the region. State School Education
Minister V Sivankutty said schools where relief camps are organised, will
resume classes once those staying there are accommodated elsewhere.
The authorities are listing out the number of vacant houses, home stays
and resorts in the region to accommodate temporarily, those staying in the
relief camps.-- Raj Mohan, Akashani News, Kochi."

UTTARKHAND-RESCUE OPERATION

In Uttarakhand, relief and rescue operations in the disaster-affected
Kedarghati area are in their final stage. Rescue is continuing for the sixth
day today. Our state correspondent said that till now more than 11
thousand 7 hundred devotees and local people have been rescued safely.



Today about 1 hundred 50 local people have been sent from Shri
Kedarnath to Bhimbali under the supervision of NDRF and SDRF. 1 hundred
61 people from Junglechatti were also taken to Chirbasa by NDRF. On one
hand where the completion of the construction of the footbridge built by
the Army on the Mandakini River in Sonprayag has brought great relief in
rescue and relief operations, the work of restoration of roads and footpaths
in Kedarghati has also started rapidly. Construction of trekking routes has
started at various places under the supervision of the PWD team. At the
same time, work has also started on washout areas and other damaged
routes between National Highway Sonprayag to Gaurikund.
<><><>

LS - FINANCE BILL

Lok Sabha has taken up the Finance Bill, 2024 for consideration and
passing. Initiating the discussion, Dr Amar Singh of Congress alleged that
the Union Budget has provided relief to only people of higher income
groups and has not taken care of middle and lower income groups. He
said, the Country’s agriculture growth is on decline. Dr Singh questioned
the government on the issue of doubling farmers’ income.
Participating in the discussion, Nishikant Dubey of BIP said, the Union
Budget has proposed abolishing Angel tax which will boost Start-ups and
Job prospects of youth in the country. He questioned the opposition for
criticizing the Agniveer Scheme. Mr Dubey hit out at opposition on the
allegation of misuse of Central Agency saying CBI and ED have been given
freehand to act against corruption cases. The discussion is underway.

VARANASI COLLAPSE

One lady died while 9 other injured when two buildings adjacent to
the Kashi Vishwanath temple in Varanasi collapsed today morning. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi spoke to the commissioner of Varanasi Kaushal Raj
Sharma about the incident and asked him to help the affected people.
Incident took place in wee hours when two old buildings collapsed due to
heavy rain. Teams of the police, National Disaster Response Force (NDRF),
doctors, and a dog squad rushed to the spot soon after receiving
information about the incident and all the injured have been admitted to
the hospital. Commissioner Varanasi Kaushal Raj Sharma said that owners
of the old and depleted houses near Kashi Vishwanath temple have been
asked to shift to other locations for next two or three months for their own
safety.
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EVE PARIS OLYMPICS SCHEDULE

At Paris Olympics 2024, Neeraj Chopra started the javelin throw
qualification event with a monstrous throw of 89.34m and has qualified for
the final. Whereas Kishore Jena finishes at 15th spot in Group A
qualification round. In the women’s 50kg freestyle Wrestling events, Vinesh
Phogat continues to dream for her first-ever Olympic medal as she
defeated Japanese world champion wrestler Yui Susaki 3-2 in the round of
16 and entered Quarter Finals. In Hockey, the Harmanpreet Singh-led side
has put on a spirited show at current edition so far. They were down to 10
men in the first half of the quarter-final match against Great Britain but put
on a defensive masterclass to eventually seal their place in the semi-finals.
Goal Keepar P R Srijesh has kept the team afloat with some brilliant saves
through out the tournament and will play a key role against Germany.
Besides, Skipper Harmanpreet is in sublime form and also bagged seven
goals is expected to swell on the crucial day. India are the most successful
hockey nation in Olympic history, having won 12 medals: eight gold, one
silver, and three bronze. However, India last featured in the Olympic final
44 years ago at Moscow 1980. The India vs Germany hockey semi-final will
be played at the Yves-du-Manoir Stadium at 10:30 PM IST today.

SANJIO EP-1 06.08.2024
NATIONAL HANDLOOM DAY

10th National Handloom Day will be celebrated tomorrow in New
Delhi. Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar will confer Sant Kabir Awards and
National Handloom Awards to handloom weavers for their outstanding
contribution in handloom sector. During the event award Catalogue and
Coffee Table Book Parampara- Sustainability in Handloom Traditions of
India will be released by the Vice President. Union Minister of Textiles,
Giriraj Singh, Industry representatives, exporters, designers and more than
one thousand weavers across the country will be attending this event.
Different activities will be organised across the country as a part of
celebrations. The celebrations aim to generate awareness about the
importance of the handloom sector and its contribution to the socio-
economic development of the country. <><> SAKLEN/1620



