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PM-POLAND UKRAINE VISIT : Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a three day visit to Poland
and Ukraine from Wednesday. Briefing media in New Delhi this evening, Secretary (West) in Ministry
of External Affairs Tanmay Lal said, it is a landmark visit as the Prime Minister of India is visiting
Poland after 45 years. He said, the visit is taking place at a time when both nations are marking the
70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations. The Secretary said, in Warsaw, Mr Modi



will be accorded a ceremonial welcome. He said, Mr Modi will hold talks with his Polish counterpart
Donald Tusk and will call on President Andrzej Duda. The Prime Minister will also interact with the
Indian community, business leaders and prominent Indologists in Warsaw. Mr Modi will also visit
memorials that commemorate the special relation of Poland with Jamnagar and Kolhapur. Mr Lal
said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will undertake an official visit to Ukraine on 23rd of this month on
the invitation of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. He said, it is also a landmark and a
historic visit since this will be the first time an Indian Prime Minister will be visiting Ukraine in more
than 30 years since the diplomatic relations were established. The visit will build upon the recent
high-level interactions between both the leaders.Later replying to a media query on Russia-Ukraine
conflict, Mr Lal said, India has maintained a very clear and consistent position that diplomacy and
dialogue can resolve the conflict and can lead to enduring peace, so dialogue is absolutely essential.
He said, lasting peace can only be achieved through options that are acceptable to both parties and it
can only be a negotiated settlement. He said, India continues to engage with all stakeholders. The
Secretary said, Prime Minister Modi had conversations with leaders of both Russia and Ukraine. Mr Lal
stated that India is willing to provide all possible support and contribution required to help find
peaceful solutions to this complex issue.

REV. MALAYSIA PM : Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold talks with his Malaysian counterpart
Anwar Ibrahim in New Delhi today. Both sides are expected to sign a number of agreements
following the talks. Mr Modi will also host a luncheon in his honour. Later in the day, Mr Ibrahim is
scheduled to call on the President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan. External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will call on Prime Minister Ibrahim. The Malaysian Prime Minister arrived in New Delhi last
night on a three day state visit to India. Union Minister of State for Jal Shakti and Railways V
Somanna received him at the airport. This is his first visit to India as the prime minister. External
Affairs Ministry said, India and Malaysia have strong historical and socio-cultural linkages. The
bilateral relationship was elevated to the status of Enhanced Strategic Partnership in 2015 during the
visit of Prime Minister Modi. MEA said, as both countries enter the second decade of Enhanced
Strategic Partnership next year, the visit of Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim would pave way for further
strengthening of India-Malaysia bilateral ties by charting out a multi-sectoral cooperation agenda for
the future.

NIRMALA-RRB : Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today chaired a review meeting of Regional
Rural Banks RRBs in New Delhi today. The meeting, with all 43 present RRBs, focused on business
performance, upgrading digital technology services, and fostering business growth in MSME clusters.
Given the crucial role of RRBs in supporting the rural economy, Ms Sitharaman urged RRBs - with the
active support of their Sponsor Banks - to also put greater thrust on the clear identification of
beneficiaries while sanctioning loans under various schemes such as PM Vishwakarma and PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana. RRBs were also directed to increase their share in ground-level agriculture
credit disbursement. The Finance Minister underlined that all RRBs must have their own up-to-date
technology stack to stay relevant and noted that digital banking services like mobile banking will be a
boon for regions with relatively challenging physical connectivity like North Eastern states and hilly
region). Ms Sitharaman exhorted all the RRBs to devise suitable MSME products aligning with their
cluster activities and leverage personal and local connect to increase banking penetration. SIDBI was
directed to assist RRBs in exploring co-lending or risk-sharing models and extending refinance for the
MSME portfolio. Ms Sitharaman also asked Sponsor Banks and RRBs to recognise the challenges that
lie ahead and to continue focusing on maintaining asset quality, expanding digital services, and
ensuring robust corporate governance. The meeting was also attended by the Secretary-Designate,
Department of Financial Services, Additional Secretary, other senior officials from the DFS,
representatives of RBI, SIDBI, NABARD, Chairpersons of RRBs and CEOs of sponsor banks.



EDU-PREZ : President Droupadi Murmu celebrated Raksha Bandhan with Children of various schools
across the country at Rashtrapati Bhavan today. The Ministry of Education in a statement said that
more than 180 students from government schools of 16 states met the President. It also added that
they were given a tour of the Amrit Udyaan. Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan expressed his
gratitude to the President for blessing and guiding the students making the occasion special.

CHINA-FACTORY EXPLOSION : In China, three people were killed and two others remained
missing following an explosion at a workshop in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region today. According to
local authorities, the incident took place this afternoon at a workshop of a new material company
located at Ningdong Energy Chemical Industry Base. They said, the cause of the accident is currently
under investigation.

MOS - I&B — REVIEW : Union Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr.L.Murugan has
said that the State Governments have a responsibility in protecting the doctors who are serving the
society selflessly. Referring to the Kolkata incident,in an interaction with the media at Akashwani
Chennai today, the Minister said that State Governments are bound to act in a responsible manner
when it comes to the security of doctors as per the guidelines given by the Union Government. The
Minister said that in 2047 India will become a super power and the Government is focussing its
activities towards the direction. The Minister accused the DMK led State Government of taking the
claim of the Central Government programmes as their own. He said that 8000 Crore rupees was
allocated by the Centre but the DMK is creating a false image and accusing the Centre of not
releasing funds. Referring to yesterday's event of commemorative coins, he said that Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh had participated in this event on behalf of the Central Government and it was
not a political one. He also said that insurance and the PM Suraksha Scheme for life insurance were
given to journalists.The Minister is reviewing all the activities of the media units. He said that all the
media units have the responsibility of making the people aware of the schemes of the Union
Government. Mr.Murugan asked the departments to be proactive in sharing information about the
welfare schemes. Regional heads of the Press Information Bureau, Central Bureau of Communication,
Central Board of Film Certification, Publication Division, Akashvani and Doordarshan from Tamilnadu,
Andhra, Karnataka, Kerala, Telangana and Puducherry participated in the review meeting.

IMD- RAIN : The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall over the
Northwest, West, East and Central parts of the country during the next 4 days. Heavy rainfall has
also been estimated for South Peninsular region till Wednesday. The weather agency also predicted
heavy rainfall over Jammu, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh till 23rd August. IMD said
that the low pressure area over south Bangladesh and neighbourhood persists over the same region
today. It is likely to move north-northwestwards during next 24 hours and west-northwestwards
during subsequent next three- four days across Gangetic West Bengal, Jharkhand and adjoining Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh and adjoining Madhya Pradesh.



