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NEPAL-VIKARAM MISRI (VC) : The visiting Foreign Secretary of India, Vikram Misri, paid a
courtesy call on Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr Arzu Rana Deuba. During the meeting, they discussed
various aspects of the bilateral relations and the economic and development cooperation projects,
among other topics. Dr Deuba expressed gratitude to the Government of India for the rescue and
support for the Jajarkot earthquake-affected people. During the second and last day of the two-day
official visit to Nepal, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri paid a courtesy call to Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Urban Development, Prakash Man Singh. They discussed matters concerning urban



development, waste management, restoration of cleanliness of River Bagmati and Bishnumati, and
other sanitation-related issues. They exchanged views on the possibility of collaboration between the
two countries in addressing these issues. Referring to the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and the efforts to
clean up the Ganga River in India, Deputy Prime Minister Singh said India's experiences in such
efforts and technology, used towards that end, would be useful for Nepal. According to the Secretary
of Urban Development Ministry Maniram Gelal, the meeting also focused on exploring potential
support from India to Nepal's urban development sector and the foreign secretary Vikram Misri said
that India is always with Nepal in its endeavours aiming to achieve peace, stability, and prosperity.
During the day, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri paid a courtesy call to Home Minister Ramesh Lekhak.
According to the Home Minister's Secretariat, the two discussed matters of bilateral interest.
Acknowledging India as Nepal's significant partner in security, infrastructure, energy, and water
resources sectors, the Home Minister thanked India for its contributions to the enhancement of
competency of Nepal's security forces and the infrastructure development. On the occasion, the
Home Minister pledged that no activities against the neighbouring countries would be entertained in
Nepali territory. In response, the foreign secretary Vikram Misri spoke of the support and cooperation
from India for effective management of borders and combating trans-border crimes. Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri, also paid a courtesy call on Finance Minister Bishnu Prasad Paudel today. On
the occasion, they discussed various topics, including economic and development cooperation,
expediting the construction of ongoing projects and the mutual relations between the two countries.

VISAKHAPATNAM-VIZAG NAVY MARATHON : The ninth edition of the Vizag Navy Marathon
(VNM), a flagship event of Navy Day celebrations in the city of Visakhapatnam, is scheduled to take
place on December 15, this year. Online registrations for the marathon will commence on August 15,
through the official website www.vizagnavymarathon.run. Addressing a press conference today,
GVMC Commissioner P. Sampath Kumar emphasized that the Vizag Navy Marathon is more than just
a sporting event. He noted that the VNM offers a unique opportunity for participants to experience
the stunning landscapes of Visakhapatnam while challenging themselves in a world-class event.

RUSSIA - UKRAINE NUCLEAR : Russia today accused Ukraine of shelling the Zaporizhzhya
Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP), which resulted in a fire in the area of one of the cooling towers.
According to an official statement by the Russian Foreign Ministry, an attack by a Ukrainian drone last
night caused the fire. It said that Russia will insist that the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) identify the perpetrator of the attack. Meanwhile, the TIAEA stated that its experts at ZNPP
witnessed thick, dark smoke coming from the plant after hearing multiple explosions last evening.
According to IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, damage to the cooling towers does not
directly impact the safety of the six units in shutdown. However, any kind of fire on the site or in its
vicinity represents a risk of spreading to facilities essential for safety.

GOVT KHARIF : The government today said that Kharif crops have been sown in more than 979
lakh hectares. The Agriculture Ministry said in a statement that 331.78 lakh hectares of area
coverage under paddy have been reported, compared to 318.16 lakh hectares during the
corresponding period of last year. Over 117 lakh hectares of area coverage under pulses have been
reported, compared to 110.08 lakh hectares in the corresponding period of last year. Around 173
lakh hectares of area coverage under coarse cereals have been reported, compared to 171.36 lakh
hectares during the corresponding period of last year.

RBI — NBFCs : The Reserve Bank has directed non-banking financial companies - NBFCs to return
100 percent of deposit amount within the first three months, if the depositor seeks the withdrawal
citing an emergency like medical expenses or natural calamity. In a statement, RBI said, no interest



will be paid for such premature withdrawals. In case a depositor wishes to withdraw for any other
reason, the NBFCs can pay 50 percent of the deposit without paying any interest. It added that not
more than 50 per cent of the principal sum or 5 lakh rupees, whichever is lower, may be prematurely
paid. RBI has further asked NBFCs to intimate depositors about a maturity 14 days ahead as against
the present regulations stipulating it at two months. These changes will come into force from 1st
January, 2025. After a review to harmonise the rules for housing finance companies and NBFCs, RBI
has further said, all deposit taking housing finance companies shall maintain liquid assets to the
extent of 15 percent of the public deposits as against 13 percent right now. Additionally, HFCs shall
ensure that full asset cover is available for public deposits accepted by them at all times. These
companies have to get the 'investment grade' rating by credit rating agencies at least once a year.
RBI has added that restrictions on investments in unquoted shares applicable for NBFCs will also
become applicable to HFCs.

EPFO-SESSION : The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) is organizing its 5th live
session on 'EPF Transfer' today. The session is aimed at educating members and pensioners about
various services. The live session will be streamed on the official social media platforms of EPFO. The
Ministry of Labour and Employment, in its statement, said that the session will address the
importance of EPF transfer, its process, and that participants' queries will be answered by experts. It
added that the interactive session aims to provide valuable insights, clarify the queries of EPF
members, and ensure the ease of living for members and pensioners.

DIRECT TAX COLLECTIONS : Gross direct tax collections from April 1 to August 11 have increased
by 23.99 percent over the same period of the previous year, reaching 8.13 lakh crore rupees. The
Income Tax Department said that collections were 6.55 lakh crore rupees during the same period last
year. Net collections were recorded at 6.93 lakh crore rupees, reflecting an increase of 22.48 percent.

GOVT-MODEL SOLAR VILLAGE :The Government has issued operational guidelines for the
implementation of the Model Solar Village under the PM-Surya Ghar-Muft Bijli Yojana. The New and
Renewable Energy Ministry, in a statement yesterday, said that under the scheme, emphasis has
been placed on creating one Model Solar Village per district across the country. The Ministry said that
a total financial outlay of 800 crore rupees has been allocated for this component.

PRASARA BHARATHI :The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has extended the time for
receiving comments and suggestions on the draft Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill till 15th
October this year saying that a fresh draft legislation will be published after detailed consultations.
The draft Bill was placed in public domain in November last year along with the explanatory notes for
comments of the stakeholders and the general public. The Ministry said, the multiple
recommendations, comments and suggestions were received including from various Associations on
the draft Bill. It is holding a series of consultations with the stakeholders on the draft bill.

BANGLADESH-POLICE REJOIN DUTY : In Bangladesh, after a work abstention for a week,
members of the police have started to return to their workplaces on Monday. There were attacks on
many police stations across Bangladesh following the fall of Awami League led government. Since
then, police members were abstaining from work, citing safety concerns.



