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PM CABINET : Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that Union Cabinet's approval of eight
National High-Speed Road Corridor Projects at an expenditure of over 50 thousand crore rupees will
have a multiplier effect on country's economic growth and will boost employment opportunities. In a
social media post, Mr Modi said that it also highlights government's commitment to a futuristic and
connected India.  Earlier, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved eight important
National High-Speed Road Corridor Projects with a total length of nine hundred 36 kilometres at a
total cost of 50 thousand 655 crore rupees. These projects will improve logistics efficiency, reduce
congestion and enhance connectivity across the country. Briefing Media in New Delhi last evening,
Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnav said that these projects are in line
with India's vision 2047. Under these projects, a six lane Agra - Gwalior National High-Speed
Corridor of 88 kilometers will be developed on Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) mode at a cost of 4
thousand 6 hundred 13 crore rupees. It will also include a four-Lane Kharagpur - Moregram National
High-Speed Corridor. The two hundred 31 kilometre 4-lane access-controlled high-speed corridor
between Kharagpur and Moregram will be developed in Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM) at a cost of ten
thousand two hundred forty seven crore rupees.

RS- PRIVATE RESOLUTION NEET : The Rajya Sabha today took up discussion on a private
member resolution moved by DMK member M. Mohamed Abdulla urging the government to repeal
NEET and NTA and revert to medical admissions based on the criteria of State Governments.
Intervening in the discussion, Leader of the House and Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda
said that the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test-NEET provides a robust and very systematic
system for admissions in various disciplines of medical education. He appealed to the members not
to undermine this system as NEET is a very good medium through which students from village and
remote areas can get admissions in MBBS and BDS. He said, we should not undermine it. Mr Nadda
said that previously, medical education had become an open business. He said, earlier students had
to struggle to take multiple medical exams and spent large sums of money on them. He said, there
was also significant corruption during the counselling process for seat allocation for medical courses.
Mr Nadda informed the House that at present NEET is being conducted in 571 cities which was earlier
held in 154 cities, registering an increase of 270 per cent. He also said that there has been a 65



percent increase in the number of students from social categories who secure seats through NEET.
The Health Minister added that the exam is now conducted in 13 languages, and students from
government schools have also benefited from this. He also said that this year, there are 17 perfect
scorers in NEET-UG and they are from states, including Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, West Bengal,
and Uttar Pradesh. Earlier speaking on the resolution, DMK member M. Mohamed Abdulla alleged
that NEET examination is directly against the principal of social justice. He also raised the issue of
NEET paper leak. He urged the government to repeal NEET and opt for decentralized examination.
Participating in the discussion, Dr Anil Sukhdeorao Bonde of BJP opposed the resolution moved by
DMK member saying that it was opinion of all that there should be uniform examination process for
the admission in medical courses. He said the NEET examination which is being conducted in various
languages is a welcome step. Other members including Shaktisinh Gohil of Congress, Jawhar Sircar of
AITC, Raghav Chadha of AAP and Dr John Brittas of CPI(M) also participated in the discussion.
However, the discussion remained inconclusive. Later the House was adjourned for the day.

PM-AGRI CONFERENCE : Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 32nd International
Conference of Agricultural Economists (ICAE) in New Delhi today. Mr Modi will also address the
gathering on the occasion. The Conference is being held in India after 65 years. The theme of the
six-day triennial conference, organised by the International Association of Agricultural Economists, is
Transformation Towards Sustainable Agri-Food Systems. It aims to tackle the pressing need for
sustainable agriculture in the face of global challenges such as climate change, natural resource
degradation, rising production costs and conflicts. The conference will highlight India's proactive
approach to global agricultural challenges and showcase the nation's advancements in agricultural
research and policy. The ICAE 2024 will serve as a platform for young researchers and leading
professionals to present their work and network with global peers. It aims to strengthen partnerships
between research institutes and universities, influence policymaking on both national and global
scales, and showcase India's agricultural progress, including advancements in digital agriculture and
sustainable agri-food systems. The conference will witness participation of around one thousand
delegates from around 75 countries.

HEALTH MINISTRY-DENGUE : Union Health Secretary Apurva Chandra held a high-level meeting
to review the preparedness of the public health system for the prevention, containment and
management of dengue in nine high burden states. During the meeting, the Health Secretary said,
fatality rate due to dengue in the country has reduced from 3.3 percent in 1996 to 0.17 percent in
2023. Mr Chandra stressed the need for cooperation among stakeholders for effective prevention of
dengue and its control. The Secretary advised states and municipalities to remain vigilant for timely
containment of any dengue outbreak. He also advised identification of the hot spots, increased vector
surveillance and geotagging of the cases for taking preventive actions. The meeting witnessed the
participation from the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs as well as Secretaries and high-level
officials from the nine states of Delhi, Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal. 18 municipal corporations including Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, and Mumbai virtually participated in the meeting. The highest
number of cases have been reported from Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra.

PREZ VISIT-MEA : President Droupadi Murmu will be on a three nation visit to Fiji, New Zealand
and Timor-Leste from 5th to 10th of this month. Briefing media in Delhi yesterday, Secretary (East)
Jaideep Mazumdar said this would be the first ever visit by the President of India to Fiji and Timor
Leste. He said that ever since Prime Minister Narendra Modi enunciated his Act East Policy, the region
of South East Asia and the Pacific has been a very special focus for India. He said all these three
countries fall within the Act East Policy. President Murmu will visit Fiji on the first leg of the visit from



5th to 7th August. The Secretary (East) said India has completed 75 years of diplomatic presence in
Fiji. During this vsiit, President Murmu will hold bilateral meetings with Fiji President Katonivere and
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka. President Murmu is scheduled to address the Fijian Parliament and
interact with the Indian diaspora there. India has been a strong development partner of Fiji.
President Murmu will visit New Zealand on 8th and 9th August on the second leg of her tour. The
Secretary (East) said during the visit, she will hold a bilateral meeting with Governor General Cindy
Kiro and meet Prime Minister Christopher Luxon. President Murmu will also address an International
Education Conference in Wellington and address teh Indian diaspora in Auckland. Mr Mazumdar said
New Zealand recognises India as a key partner in defence and security. On the last leg of the tour,
President Murmu will visit Timor-Leste on 10th August and hold a bilateral meeting with President
José Ramos-Horta. Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, Kay Rala "Xanana” Gusmao will call on President
Murmu. Secretary (East) said India has age old and strong partnership with New Zealand. Timor
Leste has been accepted as a member of ASEAN and it will become the 11th member of ASEAN. Mr
Mazumdar said India has old and strong relationship with Fiji and Prime Minister Modi had launched
the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) in 2014 from Fiji.

US-DEMOCRAT NOMINEE : US Vice President Kamala Harris has effectively secured the
Democratic party's Presidential nomination. The chair of the Democratic national committee, Jamie
Harrison yesterday announced that Ms Harris has won enough votes from Democratic delegates to
win the party’s nomination for President. Kamala Harris was the sole candidate on the ballot for a
five-day electronic vote of nearly 4,000 party convention delegates. She secured the support of 2,350
delegates. She ran unopposed in the virtual roll call after President Joe Biden ended his reelection bid
last month and endorsed her. She will be officially crowned at a Chicago convention later this month.
Ms Harris said, she was honoured to be the presumptive Democratic nominee for president of the
United States. Kamala Harris is the first black and first South Asian woman to become the White
House standard-bearer for a major US political party. If she defeats Republican nominee Donald
Trump, she would be America's first female president. US Presidential elections are scheduled to be
held in November this year.

INDIAN CAMPAIGN-OLYMPICS : India's women power will be on display on day 8th at the
Olympic Games in Paris today. Indian athletes will be seen in action in the fields of Shooting, Archery,
Boxing, Sailing and Golf. In Shooting, Manu Bhaker, who has already made history by becoming the
first Indian to win two medals in single edition of Olympics, will eye for her third medal today as she
will be in action in the finals of Women’s 25 meters pistol event at 1 PM. Bhaker has already won the
bronze medals in Women’s 10 meters pistol and Mixed team 10 meters pistol events at the Paris
Olympics. In Archery, after dismal performances at the team events, Indian side will be looking
forward to individual competitions. In Women's section, Deepika Kumari will face Michelle Kroppen of
Germany, while Bhajan Kaur will take on Indonesia’s Diananda Choirunisa in the Round of 16 at 1:52
PM. In Boxing, India's Nishant Dev will lock horns with Marco Alonso Verde Alvarez of Mexico in the
quarter-finals of Men’s 71kg category tonight at 12:18 AM. A win for Nishant in this match will
secure another medal for India at Paris Games 2024. In Golf, Shubhankar Sharma and Gaganjeet
Bhullar will be teeing up for round three. And in Sailing, Nethra Kumanan will be competing in
Women's Dinghy event at 3:35 PM, while another Indian sailor Vishnu Saravanan will also resume
his campaign in the Men's Dinghy event at 3:50



