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PM - MANN KI BAAT : Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people of the
country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashwani on 25th of this month. It will be
the 113" episode of the monthly radio programme. People can submit their ideas and suggestions for
the upcoming programme through the toll free number 1800-11-7800. People can also share their
input online via the Narendra Modi App or the MyGov Open Forum. All suggestion for the upcoming
episode will be accepted till 23rd of this month. The Mann Ki Baat programme will be broadcast on
the entire network of Akashwani and Doordarshan, AIR News website and newsonair mobile app. It
will also be live streamed on the YouTube channels of the AIR News, DD News, PMO and Information
and Broadcasting Ministry. Akashwani will broadcast the programme in regional languages
immediately after the Hindi broadcast.

HINDENBURG — REACTION : The Adani Group has described the Hindenburg's allegations as
malicious, mischievous and manipulative selections of publicly available information. In a stock
exchange filing, Adani group said that the US short-seller's latest report is devised to arrive at
predetermined conclusions for personal profiteering with wanton disregard for facts and the law.
Adani Group said, it completely rejects these allegations which are a recycling of discredited claims
that have been thoroughly investigated, proven to be baseless and already dismissed by the Supreme
Court. SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband Dhaval Buch strongly denied the
allegations levelled by Hindenburg against them. They described the allegations as a character
assassination attempt because an enforcement action and show cause notice was issued to the US-
based short seller last month. Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) said Hindenburg is trying
to create a trust deficit in the market ecosystem and undermine the good work done by Madhabi
Buch. In a statement, AMFI said, the US short-seller is trying to create unnecessary hurdles in the
path of the world's fastest-growing economy. The industry body said that Hindenburg's claims lack
context and understanding of the Indian regulatory environment and seek to malign the hard-earned
achievements of our nation. AMFI said, over a period, the regulator has created a well-functioning
market trusted by both local and global investors with several measures taken under the current
leadership of SEBI Chairperson. Senior lawyer Mahesh Jethmalani slammed Hindenburg's latest
claims as "pathetic damp squib". Mr Jethmalani said, the move is aimed at destabilising India's stock
markets. Former union minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar said that a global attempt is being made to
destabilise Indian economy. Former Infosys CEO Mohandas Pai said the allegations against the SEBI
chief are rubbish and a character assassination by a Vulture Fund. Senior BJP leader Sudhanshu
Trivedi too called the Hindenburg report a conspiracy to create imbalance in India.Executive Director
with International Monetary Fund KV Subramanian vouched for the unimpeachable integrity of
Madhabi Buch and said the report lacked intellectual rigour.

WOMEN'S KABADDI LEAGUE : The first ever Global Women’s Kabaddi League will commence next
month in Haryana. Officially named the Global Pravasi Women’s Kabaddi League (GPKL), this



groundbreaking tournament will feature female athletes from over 15 countries. The event represents
a significant advancement in promoting Kabaddi internationally, supporting efforts to include the
sport in the Olympic Games, and bolstering India’s bid to host the 2036 Olympics. Organized by the
Holistic International Pravasi Sports Association (HIPSA) in partnership with World Kabaddi, the
League's launch will take place in Haryana. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was recently
signed between HIPSA and the Government of Haryana to facilitate this initiative. The League aims to
advance the global development of women’s kabaddi. The GPKL will showcase teams from a diverse
range of countries, including England, Poland, Argentina, Canada, and Italy, with athletes from these
nations expressing keen interest in participating. Former Indian Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has
supported the push for kabaddi’s inclusion in the Olympics. As India pursues its goal of hosting the
2036 Olympic Games, the inclusion of kabaddi would be a significant achievement. The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) has a Future Host Commission (FHC) dedicated to handling such matters.
The Indian Olympic Association (IOA), as the National Olympic Committee for India, has engaged in
discussions with the FHC, as noted by Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya, in a written response to the Lok Sabha in July 2024.

ECI - HARYANA VISIT : Election Commission of India (ECI) team will be on a two-day visit to
Haryana starting today to review preparations for upcoming assembly polls. Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar, along with Election Commissioners Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu, and other officers of the Commission, will hold various meetings. Haryana Chief Electoral
Officer, Pankaj Agarwal said that today the Commission will review election preparations in a meeting
with representatives of political parties, district election officers, and senior officers of Haryana. He
said that tomorrow, the Commission will give guidelines to enforcement agencies to enhance
monitoring and vigilance across the state. Besides this, the Commission will hold crucial meetings
with the Chief Secretary, Director General of Police, other Administrative Secretaries, and senior
police officers to review other arrangements.

IMD-WEATHER : The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast very heavy rainfall in
isolated places over East Rajasthan, Assam, Meghalaya and Bihar today. The weatherman estimated
isolated heavy rainfall over Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu and North Interior Karnataka during the next
four days. The IMD has predicted, fairly widespread to widespread light to moderate rainfall over the
Western Himalayan Region, East and Northeast India and scattered to fairly widespread rainfall over
the plains of Northwest India and South Peninsular India during the week.

RWANDA PRESIDENT : Rwanda's President Paul Kagame was sworn in for his fourth term after
securing over 99 percent of the vote. The oath of office was administered by Chief Justice Faustin
Ntezilyayo, during which Kagame pledged to uphold peace, national sovereignty, and national unity.
In a post on X, the President expressed his gratitude to the citizens for their support. However,
Rights activists have criticized the election outcome, arguing that it highlights the lack of democratic
processes in the country. Only two out of eight candidates were allowed to run in the presidential
race, and those who criticised Kagame were barred from participating.

PM-ELEPHANT : Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appreciated a wide range of community efforts
to protect elephants on the occasion of World Elephant Day. In a social media post, the Prime
Minister said that elephants are linked to our culture and history. He has reiterated commitment to
provide everything possible to ensure elephants get a conducive habitat where they can thrive. Mr
Modi has expressed appreciation for the rise in elephant numbers over the years.

BIHAR-TEMPLE STAMPEDE : In Bihar, seven devotees have died in a stampede at the
Siddheshwarnath temple in Vanawar, Jehanabad. More than twelve people have been injured in the



incident. District Magistrate Alankrita Pandey said that five women and two men have lost their
lives in this stampede. The district administration team has reached the spot and started relief and
rescue work. Our correspondent has told that due to Sawan Monday, a large number of devotees had
reached the mountain to visit Siddheshwarnath. This accident happened due to a stampede near the
temple at 12 o'clock midnight.Our correspondent reports that, due to Sawan Monday, a large number
of devotees had gathered at the mountain to visit Siddheshwarnath Temple. The stampede, which
occurred near the temple at midnight, led to the incident. Local MP Surendra Prasad Yadav has called
this incident unfortunate. He said that action will be taken against the culprits.

IOA-DEFENDS PARDIWALA : The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) president, PT Usha defends
IOA medical team over Vinesh Phogat's disqualification. She said that the Chief Medical Officer of
Indian contingent , Dr Dinshaw Pardiwala should not be held responsible for the disqualification of
Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat from the women’s 50 kg final at the Paris Olympics. The IOA in a
statement, yesterday, emphasized that the responsibility of weight management in combat sports like
wrestling, boxing, and judo lies with each athlete and their personal coaching team. The IOA clarified
that Dr Dinshaw Pardiwala's primary role was to assist in the recovery and injury management of
athletes during and after their competitions. Earlier, Vinesh Phogat was disqualified right before
the finals after exceeding the weight limit of her 50 kg wrestling category. Later, she appealed
against her Olympic disqualification with Court of Arbitration for Sport and demanded a joint silver
medal in the 50kg weight category. The final verdict is likely to be announced tomorrow. <><><>

VC - SHAURYA (OLYMPICS CLOSING) : The 33rd Olympics came to an end today at Paris
through a glittering closing ceremony at France's national stadium, Stade de France. In his speech,
Paris 2024 president Tony Estanguet thanked all the athletes, the about 45000 volunteers,
organisers, guests and Parisians who made these Games possible. International Olympic committee
president Thomas Bach called the Games a success. The Olympic flag was duly handed over to Karen
Bass, the mayor of Los Angeles. The American city will host the 44th edition of the quadrennial
Games. Renowned Hollywood actor Tom Cruise was seen emerging from the stadium with the
Olympic flag in a motorcycle among other notable performances. The flag bearers for India at the
event were Manu Bhaker and PR Sreejesh. India performed creditably at these Games despite not
winning a gold, landing five bronze and one silver for a total tally of six. There were many near
misses and fourth place finishes by the nation's athletes as they fought for a podium place against
the best in the world. The Games provided many iconic moments on the field as many world records
toppled and the United States of America once again topped the medals table scraping past China on
the final day with 40 gold, 44 silver, 42 bronze and a total of 126 medals. They have topped the table
for seven times in eight Games. China won the same number of gold medals but managed 27 silver
and 24 bronze for a total tally of 91 medals. Japan, Australia and France finished third, fourth and
fifth respectively. India were placed 71st. French swimmer Leon Marchand was the most successful
male athlete at these Games, becoming the first French sportsperson to win four gold medals along
with one bronze win. American swimmer Torri Huske was the most decorated female Olympian at
Paris with three gold and two silver wins. Now the focus shifts to Los Angeles where sporting greats
will converge in four years' time, and India will look to build on the medal wins in Tokyo and Paris to
reach greater heights.



