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PKM :: LAXMI DP-1 10.08.2024
DAY PM-KERALA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived at the Kannur airport this
morning, on route to Wayanad. He was received at the airport by Kerala
Governor Arif Mohammed Khan, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
Minister of State for Tourism, Petroleum and Natural Gas, Suresh Gopi
among others. Mr Modi will leave for Wayanad by helicopter, where he will
conduct an aerial survey of the landslide hit areas. The Prime Minister is
likely to visit the Bailey bridge built by the Army, a relief camp and a local
hospital. He will interact with the survivors of the disaster. He will also
chair a review meeting, where a detailed briefing will be made about the
disaster and the ongoing search operations. He will return to Kannur
airport by evening, before departing for New Delhi.

<>Raj Mohan/Kochi/MAIL/1135 hrs.

PKM :: LAXMI DP-II 10.08.2024
DAY PREZ-TIMOR (WITH V/C)

President Droupadi Murmu was accorded the Grand Collar of Order of
Timor Leste, the highest civil award by President José Ramos Horta at the
Presidential Palace in Dili. President Murmu held meetings with President
Horta and Prime Minister Gusmao on bilateral cooperation. Our reporter
covering the President’s visit has filed this report.

(V/C-Sri Sai)

Addressing the press after the bilateral discussion with her
counterpart, President Droupadi Murmu said that India and Timor Leste
share a deep bond of friendship and shared commitment to democracy.
President Murmu said that both the countries are exploring the possibility
of Timor Leste joining the International Solar Alliance and the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure. On the other hand, President Horta hailed
India’s democratic ethos and called for assistance in IT digital
infrastructure, medical and pharmaceutical sectors and Capacity building.
President Murmu also held a bilateral discussion with Prime Minister Kay
Rala sanana Gusmao where in MoUs were exchanged on co-operation



between Prasar Bharati and Radio Televisaun Timor Leste (RTTL), visa
waiver for official and diplomatic passport holders and cooperation on
cultural exchange program. Earlier in the day, President Droupadi Murmu
received a 21-gun salute and inspected the guard of honour. She also paid
floral tributes to the portrait of Former President of India Late Shri VV Giri
on his birth anniversary at Timor Plaza Hotel. Sri Sai for Akashvani News,
Timor Leste.

<>Sri Sai Vempati/TIMOR LESTE/MAIL/1205 hrs.

PKM DP-I 10.08.2024
REV. DEFENCE EXPORT

India's defence export soared by 78 percent in the first quarter of
2024-25 as compared to the same period last fiscal year. According to the
Defence Ministry, defence export increased to rupees 6,915 crores in the
first quarter of 2024-25, compared to %3,865 crore in the same quarter of
the previous year. Sharing a poster on social media, Defence spokesperson
A. Bharat Bhushan Babu said that this leap underscores the government’s
firm commitment to setting a new benchmark in self-reliance and
innovation in the defence sector.

<><>ABHISHEK/PALLAVI/1151 HRS
SWATI MP-1 10.08.2024

FOREIGN SECY NEPAL

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri will be on a two day official visit to
Nepal from tomorrow. External Affairs Ministry said Foreign Secretary's visit
continues the tradition of regular high level exchanges between the two
countries. The visit reflects the priority India attaches to its relations with
Nepal under its Neighborhood First policy.

Our correspondent reports that India and Nepal share an age-old
civilizational, cultural and people-to-people connect. Bilateral cooperation
between the two countries has further strengthened in recent years with
continued momentum in high level exchanges and major infrastructure and
connectivity projects in Nepal having been completed and new ones
undertaken with Government of India’s assistance. Foreign Secretary's visit
will be an opportunity to further advance India-Nepal bilateral ties.
<><><>SUPARNA/0753 HRS



SWATI MP-1 10.08.2024

WORLD LION DAY

World Lion Day is being celebrated today with an emphasis to raise
awareness about the conservation of the king of the jungle. The day aims
to bring global attention to the declining number of lions and the urgent
need to protect them from various threats. In India, the conservation of
lions holds significant cultural and ecological importance. The country is
home to the Asiatic lion, found only in the Gir Forest. Environment Ministry
said in a statement that conservation efforts in this region have seen the
lion population grow from around 523 in 2015 to approximately 674 in
2020. 'Project Lion', announced on 15th August, 2020 is a pivotal initiative
aimed at securing the future of Asiatic lions through comprehensive, long-
term conservation efforts. This ambitious project focuses on creating a
sustainable environment where lions can thrive. Key components of the
initiative include habitat improvement, monitoring through advanced
technologies like radio-collaring and camera traps, and addressing human-
wildlife conflict.
<><><>SUPARNA/0744 HRS

The Union Cabinet has approved Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana -
Urban (PMAY-U) 2.0 scheme. The Cabinet also gave its nod to the
implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana - Gramin (PMAY-G)
during Financial Year 2024-25 to 2028-29. Briefing the media, Union
Minister of Information and Broadcasting Ashwini Vaishnaw said that three
crore new houses will be constructed under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.
Mr Vaishnaw said, out of these, two crore houses will be built in rural
areas, while one crore will be in urban areas. He said the budgetary
provision on the scheme will be of 3 lakh 60 thousand crore rupees. He
said, under the scheme in urban areas, there is a provison of working
women hostel and an interest subsidy of four per cent will be given upto
25 lakh rupees for Home loan in EWS, LIG and MIG categories.

<>L<><>

Mr Vaishnaw said that a detailed discussion took place in the Union
Cabinet with regard to the Suprem Court's judgement on SC and ST



reservation. He said, the Cabinet has a well-considered opinion that the
NDA government is committed to the provisions of the Constitution framed
by Baba Saheb Ambedkar. Mr Vaishanw said that in the Constitution, there
is no provision for creamy layer in the reservation of SC and ST and the
Cabinet's decision is that the system of reservation for SC and ST should be
as per the Constitution.
<><><>

The Supreme Court has rejected a plea to delay the 2024 NEET-PG
exam, scheduled for tomorrow. The court said it will be unjust to risk the
future of two lakh students while rejecting a petition that argued the
assigned exam cities were too inconvenient for some candidates. Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud, along with Justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj Misra,
stated that, as a matter of principle, the court will not reschedule the exam
and cannot put the careers of so many candidates in jeopardy.
<><><>

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and and his Maldivian
counterpart Moosa Zameer inaugurated High Impact Community
Development Projects and exchanged MoUs in Male yesterday. In a post on
X, Dr. Jaishankar said that he held productive discussions with Mr Zameer.
The agenda covered engagement in development partnership, capacity
building, bilateral and regional security, trade and digital cooperation.

<><><>

At the Paris Olympics, Indian wrestler Aman Sehrawat produced a
dominating performance last evening to clinch a bronze medal in the Men's
57kg freestyle event. Sehrawat defeated Puerto Rico's Darian Cruz 13-5.
This was India's sixth medal at the Paris Games, and the first in wrestling.
With this outcome, Aman helped India carry forward the streak of winning
a wrestling medal at Olympics since 2008.



