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PREZ SPEECH (EMBARGOED TILL PREZ ADDRESS IS OVER)

President Droupadi Murmu today said India is moving together as a cohesive nation

with diversity and plurality and tendencies that stoke discord based upon perceived



social hierarchies have to be rejected. In her address to the nation on the eve of
Independence Day, the President said the spirit of inclusion pervades every aspect of
the country’s social life. She stressed that affirmative action must be strengthened as a
instrument of inclusion. The President quoted architect of the Indian Constitution Dr BR
Ambedkar saying political democracy cannot last unless social democracy lies at its
base.

President Murmu highlighted that social justice is a top priority of the Government, and
it has taken a number of initiatives for the welfare of the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and other marginalised sections of society. The President cited Pradhan Mantri
Samajik Utthan evam Rozgar Adharit Jankalyan- PM- SURAJ and Pradhan Mantri Janjati
Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan- PM- JANMAN as some of the initiatives by the
government in this regard. President Murmu stated that India has been among the
fastest growing major economies, with an average growth rate of 8 percent annually.
She said this has not only put more money in the hands of people, it has also
drastically reduced the number of people living below the poverty line. She exuded
pride that India has become the fifth largest economy in the world, and is also poised
to become one of the top three economies soon. President Murmu attributed this to the
hard work of farmers and workers, and the farsightedness of planners and wealth-
creators.

President Murmu noted that this rapid but equitable progress has given India a higher
stature in global affairs. She emphasised that after the successful completion of its G-20
Presidency, India has consolidated its role as the voice of the Global South. She further
stated that India intends to use its influential position to expand the scope of world
peace and prosperity. President Murmu noted that government has reduced one more
relic of the colonial era by adopting the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita from July this year.
She added that the new code is oriented towards ensuring justice for the victims of
crime instead of focusing on punishment alone.

Noting that Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas is being observed today, President Murmu
said this Day recalls the horrors of Partition. She said the nation recalls the unparalleled

human tragedy and stands with the families that were torn apart. President Murmu



noted that the nation is celebrating the 75th year of the Constitution. She said that
remaining firm on the Constitutional ideals of justice, equality, liberty and fraternity,
government is on the mission to enable India to reclaim its rightful position on the
global stage. President Murmu highlighted that India has started celebrating the birth
anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda as Janjatiya Gaurav Divas. She said celebrations
of his 150th birth anniversary next year will be an opportunity to further honour his
contribution to the national reawakening. President Murmu also stressed on gender
justice and climate justice. She expressed happiness that the Government has given
equal importance to women’s welfare and women’s empowerment. She noted that the
budget allocation for this purpose has more than tripled in the last decade. She said a
variety of special government schemes have also been designed keeping the women at
the centre. She highlighted that Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam is aimed at ensuring real
empowerment of women.

( Byte- President)

On climate change, the President observed that climate change has become a
reality. She expressed pride that India is at the forefront of humankind’s battle to save
the planet from the effects of global warming. She urged everyone to make small but
effective changes in their lifestyle and contribute to the cause of dealing with the
challenge of climate change. President Murmu opined that the Amrit Kaal, the ongoing
period of a quarter century leading to the centenary of country’s Independence, is
going to be shaped by the youth of today. She added that their energy and enthusiasm
will help the nation scale new heights. She said the priority is to cultivate the young
minds and the National Education Policy has already started showing results. The
President appreciated the dedication and hard work of Indian contingent at the recently
concluded Paris Olympic Games. She emphasised that the Government has rightly
prioritised the development of sports infrastructure,and it is showing results. She said
that Indian youngsters are making a mark on the world stage in every sphere of sports.

The President added that their achievements have inspired the next generation as well.



RAIJNATH- ARMED FORCES

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that the government has taken several reforms to
make the country’s defence sector self-reliant. Addressing the armed forces on the eve
of Independence Day on Akashwani this evening, Mr Singh said, defense equipment
worth six lakh crore rupees was procured from indigenous companies in the last ten
years. He said, country's defense production doubled in the same period. He said,
domestic defense production has crossed one lakh 25 thousand crore rupees mark.

The Minister pointed out that there was a time when India was known as an arms
importing country, but now it is moving beyond this and making its mark as an
exporter. He said the country's defense exports reached a record level of 21 thousand
crore rupees in 2023-24. The Defence Minister said, six lakh 22 thousand crore rupees
has been allocated to the Defence Ministry in this year's Union Budget, which is the
highest among all Ministries. Mr Singh said, the budgetary allocation for Innovations for
Defence Excellence (iDEX) to promote innovation in the defense sector has also been
increased to 518 crore rupees as compared to last year 115 crore rupees. The Minister
highlighted that the country is continuously moving towards self-reliance in the
manufacturing of weapons, tanks, fighter jets, helicopters and missile systems for the
armed forces.

Underscoring the importance of youth in the armed forces, the Minister said,
Agnipath scheme will increase the strength of the country. He said, Agnipath scheme is
getting support from all over the country. He said, the country's youth are joining the
country's armies with great enthusiasm. He said, in the first two batches of Agnipath
scheme, 40thousand Agniveers have completed their training.

<><><>Dipendra/Bhupendra/1740

REV: MESSAGE - PM-ID

Akashvani  Delhi will broadcast the running commentary, simultaneously in Hindi and
English of the flag hoisting ceremony and the Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

Address To The Nation from the ramparts of the Red Fort, New Delhi on Independence



Day tomorrow, starting From 7. AM onwards. All Akashvani stations including Vividh
Bharati national service, Vividh Bharati stations, local radio stations, community radio
stations, FM Rainbow, FM Gold, and other FM channels, will relay this broadcast
according to their language preference. This broadcast will also be live-streamed on
Akashvani Air - the official youtube channel of Akashvani in both languages. The
regional language versions of the Prime Minister's Address To The Nation from the
ramparts of the red fort will be originated by the concerned Akashvani stations on the
same day at 9:30 PM.

MESSAGE -RAIJNATH SINGH-ID

Akashwani Delhi will broadcast a message for armed forces by the Hon'ble Union
Minister of Defence Sh. Rajnath Singh on it's FM Gold Indraprastha and Akashvani live
news 24x7 channels on the eve of Independence Day I.E on Wednesday, the 14th
August 2024 at 5:10 PM. All channels of FM Gold shall relay this broadcast.
Veerendra/1709

PM - INDEPENDENCE DAY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lead the Nation in celebrating the 78th Independence
Day from the historic Red Fort in Delhi tomorrow. He will unfurl the National Flag and
address the nation from the ramparts of the iconic monument. The theme of this year’s
Independence Day is Viksit Bharat @ 2047. Defence Ministry said, the celebrations will
serve as a platform to provide a renewed push to the government’s efforts towards
transforming the country into a developed nation by 2047. With the aim to increase Jan
Bhagidari in this festival of national fervour, around six thousand special guests have
been invited to witness the celebrations at Red Fort. These people from different walks
of life, categorised as youth, tribal community, farmers, women and other special
guests, have excelled in various fields with the help of various government schemes

and initiatives. The Indian contingent which took part in the recently-concluded Paris



Olympics has also been invited to participate in the celebrations. Nearly two thousand
people from various States and Union Territories dressed in traditional attire have also
been invited to witness the grand ceremony. Three thousand winners of different online
competitions, organised by Ministry of Defence in collaboration with MyGov and
Akashvani, will also be part of the celebrations. A total of two thousand boy and girl
cadets (Army, Navy and Air Force) from different schools across the country will

participate in the celebrations.



