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BUDGET: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman presents first Union Budget of NDA Government’s third term
today in Lok Sabha for 2024-25 financial year. The Union budget has listed out nine priorities for generating
opportunities for all. These priorities are productivity and resilience in agriculture, employment and skilling,
inclusive human resource development and social justice, manufacturing and services, Urban development,
Energy security, infrastructure, innovation research and development and next generation reforms. The
finance minister announced measures to give boost to agriculture, MSMEs, Manufacturing and infrastructure
sectors.

AMIT SHAH- BUDGET : Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the Union Budget 2024-25 will go
down in history for coupling Bharat's economic growth with the torque of the nation's youth power. In a social
media post, Mr Shah said the Budget provides for a massive fund of two lakh crore rupees to train 4.10 crore
youth in a wide range of skills while envisioning another game-changing move of providing world-class training
to one crore youth through internships in top 500 companies. The Home Minister said that the ground-
breaking employment-linked initiatives announced in the Union Budget will contribute to job creation in the
formal sector. He added that the initiatives involving the Provident Fund scheme and incentives for new
entrants are likely to create 2.90 crore jobs and will play a decisive role in turning Bharat's formal sector into a
job-creating engine. Mr Shah also thanked the Prime Minister for inspiring Bharat's entrepreneurial spirit by
increasing the limit of Mudra loans from 10 lakh to 20 lakh rupees. He said, the decision will not only enhance
Bharat's ease of doing business further but will also set small and women entrepreneurs on the path to
becoming job creators.

UK FOREIGN SECRETARY: UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy is scheduled to arrive in Delhi today. He will
primarily hold talks on strengthening the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and the India-UK Free Trade
Agreement (FTA). This visit marks the first high-profile delegation from London since the formation of the
Labour Party government under British PM Keir Starmer. Secretary Lammy will meet with External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar this evening. Mr Lammy is also expected to hold discussions with Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal and NSA Ajit Doval, and call on Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Earlier, during a phone call on July
6, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the British PM Keir Starmer discussed the importance of the living bridge
between the UK and India, the 2030 roadmap and agreed there is a wide range of areas across defence,
critical and emerging technology and climate change for the two countries to deepen their cooperation on.

SC-NEET : The Supreme Court today refused to cancel the NEET-UG 2024 examination on the ground of
paper leak and malpractices. A bench comprising Chief Justice DY Chandrachud, Justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra passed the order in a batch of petitions. The Court stated that there was no material to indicate
that the leak was systemic affecting the sanctity of the entire exam. The Court also stated that ordering a re-
examination will lead to serious consequences affecting over 23 lakh students and lead to disruption of the
academic schedule, causing a cascading effect in the coming years.



EDUCATION MINISTER — NEET : Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has welcomed Supreme Court’s
verdict on NEET and said truth has finally prevailed. Addressing media over the apex court’s verdict on NEET,
Mr Pradhan said, Narendra Modi government is committed towards a transparent, tamper-free and zero-error
examination system. He said, government is committed to making NTA a zero error organisation. He stressed
that those who are involved in the NEET scam will not be spared. He added that a high-level committee for a
complete revamp of NTA has been formed and the committee has collected expert opinions and studied
various models.The Education Minister slammed Congress party and alleged that party leader Rahul Gandhi
tried to misguide the people of the country by casting aspersions on Indian education system. He accused Mr
Gandhi of trying to create civil unrest and anarchy on the NEET issue. He asked the opposition to apologize to
the students.

CONGRESS BUDGET REAX : Congress has criticised the Union Budget 2024-25 and alleged that there is no
relief for the common man in the Budget. In a social media post, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi claimed that
the Budget favours BJP allies.The party President Mallikarjun Kharge alleged that the whole country is
struggling with inflation, but there is no mention of steps to tackle inflation in the Budget. In a social media
post, Mr Kharge accused the government of copying Congress' scheme for youth and changing the name.

MINISTER- RAILWAYS BUDGET : Union Minister for Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw has termed the allocation
in the Union Budget 2024-25 for Railways as historic. Addressing media in New Delhi, Mr Vaishnaw said that
the highest ever allocation to the tune of two lakh 62 thousand and 200 crore rupees has been made in the
budget for Railways. He added that this will give a major boost to Railways.Mr Vaishnaw said that of the total
budgetary allocation, over one lakh and 8 thousand crore rupees has been earmarked for safety related
activities. He informed that before 2014, total budgetary allocation was only 35 thousand crore rupees.

JAL JEEVAN MISSION : The National Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved a historic milestone providing tap
water connections to 15 crore rural households across the country. The Mission has showcased unprecedented
speed and scale increasing rural tap connection coverage from three crore in 2019 to 15 crore in a short span
of five years. The mission was announced in 2019, with the aim to provide tap water supply to every rural
home by 2024. In a post on social media post, Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil said, this milestone has not only
given a gift of pure water to the countrymen but also improved their quality of life. As on date, eight States
and three Union Territories have achieved 100 per cent coverage. This includes Goa, Telangana, Haryana,
Gujarat, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Puducherry, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and

Daman and Diu, and Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

ETHIOPIA LANDSLIDE: The death toll from two landslides in southern Ethiopia has jumped to 229 and
could rise further as the search for survivors and casualties continue. Following heavy rain, a landslide buried
people in Geze Gofa district in Southern Ethiopia on Sunday night, then a second one engulfed others who had
gathered to help on Monday morning. Officials said, 148 men and 81 women were among the victims. The
number of deaths increased significantly when rescuers themselves became trapped. Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed expressed profound sorrow over the tragic loss of lives. Seasonal rains cause such landslides in the
East African country.

CRICKET-ASIA CUP: In Women Asia Cup Cricket, India sealed their spot in the semifinals with a dominating
82-run victory over Nepal in their final group match at Dambulla in Sri Lanka. Chasing the target of 179, Nepal
managed to score just 96 runs in 20 overs. For India Deepti Sharma clinched three wickets, while Radha
Yadav and Arundhati Reddy took two wickets each. Earlier, opting to bat first, Indian openers Shafali Verma
with 81 off 48 balls and Dayalan Hemalatha with 47 stitched together 122 runs partnership for the first wicket
as India posted 178. Shafali Verma declared player of the match. From Group A, India and Pakistan have
qualified for the semifinals, while Nepal and UAE have been eliminated. The semifinal spots from the group are
yet to be determined.



