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PAR-BUDGET

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has rejected the allegation of
discrimination against some states in the Union Budget. Responding to opposition
charges during the Zero Hour in the Rajya Sabha today, she alleged that there is a
deliberate attempt by Opposition led by Congress to give the impression to people that
nothing has been given to opposition ruled states. She clarified that in every Budget,
one does not get an opportunity to name every state of the country. She added that if a
particular state is not named in the Budget speech that does not mean that
programmes of the Central Government do not go to these states. She said that
between the vote of accounts and yesterday's Budget, the Union Cabinet has cleared
many development projects in Maharashtra and West Bengal. Earlier, when the House
met for the day, Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge raised the issue alleging that
the Union Budget is what he called to save the government. He said, opposition will
protest against it. He also said how development will happen if there is no balance in
the Budget. After, Minister's response, Opposition parties staged a walk out from the
Upper House.

In the Lok Sabha also Opposition parties staged a walk out from the House over
the same issue. When the House met, members from Congress, Samajwadi Party, DMK,
TMC and others were on their feet protesting over alleged discrimination with states
except Andhra Pradesh and Bihar. Speaker Om Birla objected to the conduct of
opposition in the House. He said, trying to disrupt the House in the Question Hour in a



pre-planned manner is not appropriate. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju also
questioned the behaviour of opposition members.

PAR-OPPOSITION PROTEST

Members of Parliament from Opposition INDIA Bloc today protested outside
Parliament over alleged discrimination in allocation of funds to opposition ruled states in
the Union Budget. They demanded equal treatment to all States. Talking to media,
Congress president and Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
alleged that injustice has been meted out to opposition ruled states in the Budget and
they will protest against it outside and inside the Parliament.

REV BJP-RAVI SHANKAR

BJP today hit out at opposition parties over questioning on NEET UG examination
and Budget 2024-25. Addressing a Press Conference in New Delhi today, Senior
BJP leader Ravi Shankar Prasad said, the Supreme Court has clarified in its verdict that
NEET examination's sanctity did not compromise, but opposition parties continued to
misguide the country. He said, the government took immediate action after it came to
know of rigging in the NEET examination and ordered for a CBI inquiry in the matter.
Mr. Prasad alleged that Congress leader Rahul Gandhi created a negative image of
India in the world. He said, BJP has condemned the opposition parties' behaviour on
the NEET examination.

On the opposition parties’ remarks on Budget 2024-25, Mr. Prasad said this
budget is for every section of the society. He said that the opposition parties need to
read and understand the budget.

DAY MEA- UK SEC. VISIT

UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy has arrived in India on his first official visit
since the assumption of office. External Ministry's Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
welcomed Mr. Lammy on his arrival to New Delhi. In a social media post, Mr. Jaiswal
said that the visit will strengthen the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between the
two countries and will make the 'living bridge' between India and the United Kingdom
stronger.

UAE-BUDGET REAX

The Indian diaspora has warmly embraced Budget 2024, commending its
emphasis on economic growth and innovation. The government's dedication to
infrastructure development and digital initiatives has garnered widespread approval,
with many viewing these as vital for boosting India's global competitiveness. A standout
feature for the diaspora is the significant reduction in gold import duty from 15% to
6%, applicable to both gold and silver. This move is seen as particularly beneficial for
Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) bringing gold into India and is expected to invigorate the
jewelry industry. Dubai, a major source of gold imports to India due to price
differentials, may see shifts in buying patterns. The reduced import duty could prompt



price-sensitive Indian consumers to reevaluate their preferred gold shopping
destinations, potentially altering established market dynamics.

BUDGET - USISPF

The US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) commended Union Budget,
and said that the inaugural budget of Modi 3.0 supports both consumers at home and
foreign investors with steps to enhance the ease of doing business in India. The USISPF
congratulated Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and the Indian government on
presenting a commendable Union Budget for 2024-25. The USISPF stated that
inaugural budget of Modi 3.0 strikes a fine balance between inclusive fiscal prudence,
and growth-oriented initiatives, and supports both consumers at home and foreign
investors with steps to enhance the ease of doing business in India. The Budget's
salient features touched on reducing tax and tariff burdens on individuals and
industries, a hallmark of Prime Minister Modi's fiscal priorities.

GOVT - CANCER MEDICINE

Government has exempted customs duty on Cancer medicines to improve the
affordability of these drugs. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced the
exemption of three additional cancer medicines from customs duty in the proposed
Union Budget 2024-25 in Parliament yesterday. These medicine are Trastuzumab
Deruxtecan for Breast Cancer, Osimertinib for Lung Cancer and Durvalumab for Lung
Cancer and Biliary Tract Cancer. Union Health Ministry said, 27 lakh cancer patients in
the country will benefit from this decision.

The Ministry said, the Finance Minister also revised the custom duty rates on X-
ray tubes and flat panel detectors. These revised rates are expected to positively impact
the X-ray machine industry by enhancing component availability at lower costs.

BUDGET - KHELO INDIA

In the Union Budget presented by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, the
government's flagship sports initiative, Khelo India, emerged as one of the top
beneficiaries in the sports ministry's allocation. The program, aimed at fostering
grassroots sports, secured 900 crore rupees from the overall sports budget of over
3,442 crore rupees. This marks a 20 crore rupees increase from the previous year's
revised allocation of 880 crore rupees. Khelo India, which has been pivotal in promoting
sports at the grassroots level across India, continues to be a priority for the government
as it aims to nurture young talent and enhance sporting infrastructure nationwide.

Ever since the inaugural Khelo India Youth Games in 2018, the government has
continued to add more programmes. The sports ministry added Khelo India University
Games in 2020, before also launching the Khelo India Winter Games the same year and
the Khelo India Para Games in 2023.



Hundreds of Khelo India State Centres of Excellence have been set up across the
country, which aim to provide facilities for athletes with potential. Several Khelo India
athletes are currently in India's Olympic-bound contingent.

DAY CRICKET-ASIA CUP

In Women Asia Cup Cricket, Bangladesh to take on Malaysia in a Group - B match
at Dambulla International Stadium in Sri Lanka today. The match will start at 2.00 PM
IST. In another Group- B match, Sri Lanka to face Thailand at 7.00 PM IST.

Yesterday, India sealed their spot in the semifinals with a dominating 82-run
victory over Nepal in their final Group-A match at Dambulla . Chasing the target of 179,
Nepal managed to score just 96 runs in 20 overs. For India Deepti Sharma clinched
three wickets, while Radha Yadav and Arundhati Reddy took two wickets each.

Earlier, opting to bat first, Indian openers Shafali Verma with 81 off 48 balls and
Dayalan Hemalatha with 47 stitched together 122 runs partnership for the first wicket
as India posted 178. Shafali Verma declared player of the match.

From Group A, India and Pakistan have qualified for the semifinals, while Nepal
and UAE have been eliminated. The semifinal spots from the group are yet to be
determined.

COAL PRODUCTION

Government has set a coal production target of over one thousand million tonnes
in 2024-25. Union Coal Ministry said, as of 19th July, the coal production has reached
over 294 million tonnes, reflecting a robust growth rate of around 11 per cent
compared to the same period last year. It said, this positive trend underscores the
Ministry’s commitment to meeting the energy demands of various sectors while
maintaining a focus on sustainable economic development. The Ministry said,
government is committed to ensure an adequate supply of coal at notified prices for the
Power and Fertilizer sectors.

JAL JEEVAN MISSION

The National Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved a historic milestone providing tap
water connections to 15 crore rural households across the country. The Mission has
showcased unprecedented speed and scale increasing rural tap connection coverage
from three crore in 2019 to 15 crore in a short span of five years. The mission was
announced in 2019, with the aim to provide tap water supply to every rural home by
2024.

In a post on social media post, Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil said, this milestone
has not only given a gift of pure water to the countrymen but also improved their
quality of life. As on date, eight States and three Union Territories have achieved 100
per cent coverage. This includes Goa, Telangana, Haryana, Gujarat, Punjab, Himachal



Pradesh, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Puducherry, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu, and Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

SC- RULES

The Supreme Court has amended its rules related to the court's working hours.
According to the amendment, the new working hours will be 10 AM to 5 PM. The Apex
court in its notification said that the office of the court will remain closed on holidays
and on second and fourth Saturday of the month. The new rules will come into force
from 1st August.

BLINKEN - ASIA VISIT

The US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will visit Asian countries including
Vietnam, Laos, Japan, the Philippines, Singapore and Mongolia for a series of
international and bilateral meetings. Beginning from today Blinken's eight-day trip
aimed at strengthening ties with Indo-Pacific allies and partners. His priority will be to
assure them that the United States remains committed to the region. Blinken's
attendance will be more important to show that the changing political landscape in the
US would not affect the trajectory of American foreign policy, at least while Biden is
president.



