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PM - INDOLOGISTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Professor Birgit Kellner, Dr. Martin Gaenszle, Dr.
Karin Preisendanz and Dr. Borayin Larios in Vienna yesterday. Mr Modi in a social media
post said, they are well-respected academics and researchers who have devoted great
effort towards studying aspects of Indian history and culture. He said, it was wonderful
to hear their extensive insights. He commended them for their role in popularising
Indian culture all over the world. Mr Modi also met Nobel Laureate Anton Zeilinger. The
Prime Minister said, Mr Zeilinger's work in quantum mechanics is pathbreaking and will
continue to guide generations of researchers and innovators. Mr Modi said, his passion
for knowledge and learning was clearly visible. The Prime Minister talked about India’s
efforts like the National Quantum Mission and how it is nurturing an ecosystem for tech

and innovation.

PM - LEFT FOR DELHI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has left for New Delhi from Vienna after concluding his
productive visit to Austria. MEA Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, this high level visit

after four decades will widen and deepen India-Austria relations.

HEALTH-NHM

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has clarified that existing district and referral
hospitals which have been converted into Medical Colleges will continue to receive
funding from the Central Government. Union Health Secretary Apurva Chandra has
written a letter to States and Union Territories in this regard. The Ministry of Health has

said that of these 157 medical colleges, 108 have already become functional as of now.



Of the 157 colleges approved, 40 are located in the aspirational districts. The Ministry
said, a centrally sponsored scheme to provide central funding support for opening new
medical colleges by strengthening and upgrading the district hospitals was introduced in
2014. The Ministry said, the government is taking concerted efforts to increase the

number of medical colleges. At present, there are 706 medical colleges in the country.

PM-ECONOMISTS BUDGET

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact with eminent economists in New Delhi today.
He will elicit their views and suggestions for the upcoming Union Budget. Apart from
economists, experts from different sectors will also attend the meeting along with Vice
Chairman Suman Bery and other members of the NITI Aayog. The Budget Session of
Parliament will begin on 22nd of this month and on 23rd Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present the Union Budget 2024-25 in the Lok Sabha. It will be the first
budget presented by the Narendra Modi Government in its third term. During the joint
sitting of both Houses of Parliament last month, President Droupadi Murmu had
asserted that this budget will be an effective document of the government’s far-
reaching policies and futuristic vision. She had said that along with major economic and
social decisions, many historic steps will also be seen in this budget. An interim budget

was presented in February this year due to the Lok Sabha Elections.

BIMSTEC- FOREIGN AFFAIRS' RETREAT

The 2nd Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) Foreign Ministers' Retreat will begin today in New Delhi. The External Affairs
Ministry has informed that External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will host his BIMSTEC
counterparts at the event. It added that the event will provide an opportunity for the
grouping's members to broaden and deepen cooperation across sectors including in the
fields of security, connectivity, trade and investment in the Bay of Bengal region and
littoral areas. The first edition of the BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers' Retreat was held in
Bangkok, Thailand, in July last year. BIMSTEC is a grouping of seven South and

Southeast Asian countries for multifaceted cooperation.



PM AUSTRIA VISIT ROUNDUP

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has described his Austria visit historic and immensely
productive, which has added vigour to the two countries' friendship. Wrapping up his
visit to Austria, Mr Modi said, he is happy to attend diverse programmes in Vienna and
thanked Chancellor Karl Nehammer, the Austrian government, and the people for their
hospitality and affection.

After his talks with Austrian Chancellor Nehammer in Vienna, PM Modi said that
India and Austria have identified new possibilities to further strengthen mutual
cooperation besides deciding to give a strategic direction to their bilateral ties. In a joint
statement along with the Austrian Chancellor, Mr Modi said that he also held detailed
discussions on the current geopolitical situation in the world, including the conflict in
Ukraine or the situation in West Asia.

The Prime Minister also said that India and Austria will work together in areas
such as infrastructure development, innovation, renewable energy, hydrogen, water
and waste management, artificial intelligence (AI) and quantum technology and a
blueprint for cooperation over the coming decades has been prepared. Mr Modi also
said that Austria has been invited to join the International Solar Alliance, Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, and the Biofuel Alliance.

Addressing a group of leading Austrian and Indian CEOs with Chancellor
Nehammer, Prime Minister Modi called on the Austrian business stakeholders to look at
the fast-unfolding opportunities in India, as the country moves to become the third-
largest economy in the world over the next few years. He urged Austrian companies to
leverage the Indian economic landscape for high-quality and cost-effective
manufacturing under the Make in India programme both for the domestic and
international market. Prime Minister Modi also met Nobel physics laureate Anton
Zeilinger and explored the possibilities around quantum technologies, along with a
discussion over spirituality. The PM also met distinguished Austrian Indologists
Professor Birgit Kellner, Dr Martin Gaenszle, Dr Borayin Larios, and Dr Karin Preisendanz
and discussed the rich tapestry of Indian history, philosophy, art, and culture, along
with the origins of Indology in Austria. Concluding his visit with an address to the Indian
diaspora in Vienna, Mr Modi said that the world sees India with great hope and
everyone across the globe wants to learn more about India. He also said that India and
Austria, though geographically distant, have many similarities. Prime Minister said,
democracy and shared values of liberty, equality, pluralism, and respect for the rule of
law connect India and Austria.

AMARNATH YATRA

Another batch of 4,885 pilgrims left Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas base camp in
Jammu for the Kashmir valley to perform pilgrimage to Amarnath Cave Shrine. The



pilgrims left the base camp in a cavalcade of 191 vehicles early this morning. The batch
included 3622 Men, 1086 Women, 14 Children, 111 Sadhus & 52 Sadhvies (female
sadhus). Of these 1894 pilgrims left for Baltal at 3:05 AM and 2991 for Pahalgam base
camp at 3:25 AM from where they will proceed for their further journey to the holy
cave.



