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JAISHANKAR- JAN AUSHADI MAURITIUS

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar inaugurated India's first overseas Jan Aushadi
Kendra in Mauritius yesterday. He was joined by Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind Kumar
Jugnauth during the inauguration. In a social media post, Dr Jiashankar said this
Aushadi Kendra is the delivery of the promise made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
earlier this year. He further said that the India-Mauritius health partnership project will
supply cost-effective, Made-in-India medicines to augment public healthcare and
enhance well-being. Earlier, External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar inaugurated the
Mediclinic project at Grand Bois in Mauritius with Indian grant assistance, calling it the
newest expression of our friendship. Speaking at the inauguration of the project, Dr.
Jaishankar said, the initiative will provide secondary health care for 16,000 people in
the Grand Pois area. Expressing pride, the External Affairs Minister said that health is a

priority and all of us have become health conscious.

SC JUDGE-OATH

Justice Nongmeikapam Kotiswar Singh and Justice R Mahadevan today took oath as
Judges of the Supreme Court. Chief Justice of India Justice DY Chandrachud
administered the oath to both the Judges. Before his elevation to the Apex Court,
Justice Nongmeikapam Kotiswar Singh was Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court. Justice R Mahadevan was Judge of Madras High Court.
<><>ANUPAM/1130HRS

REV: BIDEN-TRUMP

United States President Joe Biden is facing increasing pressure to quit the
presidential election race as he tested positive for Covid 19. The influential Democratic
party leader and representative for California Adam Schiff has publicly asked President
Biden to quit the race. The ABC News reported that another senior leader Chuck
Schumer, the Senate majority leader and the most senior Democrat in Congress, had

told Biden that it would be better for the country and the Democratic party if the



president ended his re-election campaign following concern over his age related health
and fitness issues. The democratic party has picked Mr Biden to face his republican
challenger Donald Trump in the November election. Meanwhile, at the ongoing national
convention of the republican party at Milwaukee Mr Trump'srunning mate and vice
presidential candidate ].D. Vance urged voters to choose a new path. Mr Vance was
introduced to the repulican national convention last night by his Indian origin wife Ms
Usha Vance. Mr Trump will address the repubician national convention tonight. Donald
Trump and J. D Vance will face the Democratic ticket of President Joe Biden and Vice

President Kamala Harris in the November 5 election.

BANGLADESH SHUTDOWN

In Bangladesh, the coordination committee of the Quota Reform Movement today called
for a peaceful "Complete Shutdown" across the country to push their demand for
reform in the quota system and to protest the attacks on student protesters. They
declared a nationwide shutdown except the hospitals and other emergency services.
This morning, a young man was killed in clashes between quota reform protesters and
the police in Dhaka and several others injured in different parts of the country. The
government has deployed 229 platoons of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) in addition
to various police agencies across the country to maintain law and order situation.
Meanwhile, Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday announced for a judicial
enquiry in the recent unwanted incidents in which six people lost their lives during the
ongoing movement. She also unequivocally announced that steps would be taken to
ensure that those who committed crime, whoever they were, would get the appropriate
punishment. The students and teachers of universities have been staging protests
demanding quota reforms in government jobs since 1st of July. Six people were killed
and scores were injured on Tuesday as students' protests against the job quota across
the country turned deadly amid alleged attacks by police and ruling party affiliated
student organisations on protesters. The protests started in response to a verdict by the
High Court on 5th of June 2024, which declared the 2018 government circular
cancelling the 30% quota for freedom fighters' descendants in government jobs, illegal.
The circular was issued in the wake of the 2018 Bangladesh quota reform movement.
Meanwhile, the United Nations has urged the Bangladesh government to protect the
protesting students demanding quota reforms in the government jobs against any form
of threat or violence. Stéphane Dujarric, spokesman for the Secretary-General, briefing



in New York on Tuesday said that the UN was very much aware of the situation, which
they were following closely and with concern.

The University Grants Commission of Bangladesh on Tuesday night said all public
and private universities, its affiliated medical colleges and other institutions, will remain
closed until further notice for the sake of students' safety. The Education Ministry also
announced on Tuesday the closure of all secondary and higher secondary educational
institutions including polytechnic institutes until further notice. After the independence
of Bangladesh, 30 percent of the jobs were reserved for freedom fighters. In 1997, the
government extended the quota to children of freedom fighters. In 2010, it was further
expanded to include the grandchildren of freedom fighters. In 2018, following
nationwide protests against this quota system, a government circular cancelled the
quota system for first- and second-class jobs. However, on June 5, 2024, the High
Court ruled on a writ petition filed by the descendant of a freedom fighter and six
others. The HC said the 2018 circular was illegal, meaning quotas were re-established
in government recruitment once more. The government has appealed this ruling.

UN GAZA

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has urged a renewed emphasis on a
political resolution to the persistent crisis in Gaza. During the Security Council debate on
Gaza, Courtenay Rattray, chef de cabinet of the UN secretary-general, emphasized the
need to refocus on finding a political solution that will end the occupation and resolve
the conflict in line with international law, and relevant United Nations resolutions.
Rattray highlighted the severe circumstances in Gaza, characterised by ongoing conflict

and lawlessness.

SC NEET HEARING

The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear today a batch of petitions related to NEET-UG
2024 controversy. On July 11, the top court had adjourned till today the hearing on the
pleas including those seeking cancellation of the exam, re-test and probe into alleged
malpractices in the conduct of NEET-UG 2024, as the responses of the Centre and the
National Testing Agency, NTA were yet to be received by some parties. A bench of
Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud and Justice J B Pardiwala and Manoj Mishra will hear

over 40 petitions. These petitions also include those filed by the NTA seeking transfer of



cases pending against it in various high courts on the NEET-UG row to the Supreme

Court to avoid multiplicity of litigations. <><>

KARNATAKA-JOB QUOTA

The Karnataka State Government has decided to put on hold the draft Bill that ensured
Job quota for Kannadigas in the private sector after industry bodies and experts
expressed their reservations. The Karnataka State Employment of Local Candidates in
the Industries, Factories and Other Establishments Bill 2024 was passed in the Cabinet
meeting last Monday. It proposed the appointment of Kannadigas to 50 percent of
management positions and 75 percent of non management positions and 100 percent
reservation for Group C and Group D posts in the private sector. However the Chief
Minister has posted on X that the bill will be put on hold and passed after wider
consultations. More from our Correspondent
(V/C-SUDHINDRA)

I/

'The Karnataka State Government had to step back on the Kannadigas
quota bill after industry backlash. The Industry leaders Kiran Mazumdar
Shaw and Mohandas Pai expressed their displeasure over the quota bill on
social media. The IT industry body Nasscom had warned that the proposal
will erode technology hub status of Karnataka and reverse the progress
made so far. The Federation of Karnataka Chamber of Commerce and
Industries had sought a meeting with the Chief Minister to reconsider the
proposed bill. After the anqguish expressed by the private sector industries,
the Chief Minister has said that the proposed Bill is temporarily put on hold
and will be implemented after consultations. Sudhindra, Akashvani News,
Bengaluru.”

TELANGANA-WOMEN'S COMMISSION
Women'’s rights activist Nerella (7R@aT1) Sharada took charge as the chairperson of



Telangana State Women’s Commission in Hyderabad yesterday. Ministers including
Irrigation Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy and Women Welfare Minister Seethaka were
also present on the occasion. A government order released last week to this effect
stated that Sharada, who was a member of the Commission, has been elevated to the
Chairperson’s post after her predecessor Sunitha Lakshma Reddy submitted her
resignation. Sunitha Lakshma Reddy had assumed charge as the women’s commission
chief in 2021, and her tenure normally will have continued till 2026. But her resignation

necessitated the government to appoint the new chairperson.

BIDEN COVID POSITIVE

United States President Joe Biden has tested positive for Covid-19 following his first
event in Las Vegas. President Biden is vaccinated and he is experiencing mild
symptoms. White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said in a statement that Mr
Biden will be returning to Delaware where he will self-isolate and will continue to carry
out all of his duties fully during that time. The Press Secretary further said that the

White House will provide regular updates on the President’s status.

BELARUS VISA FREE

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belarus in a statement said that it will introduce a
visa-free policy for 35 European countries. The policy will come into effect from
tomorrow and will last till 31st of December this year. Citizens from 35 countries,
including members of the European Union and the United Kingdom, can stay in Belarus
for 30 days at a time without a visa. The statement said that in order to further
demonstrate Belarus's commitment to openness, peace and good neighbourliness, and
to simplify personnel exchanges, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko supports
citizens of 35 European countries to temporarily enter and stay in Belarus through road

and rail checkpoints without a visa.



