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SANJIO::DIVYA DP-I 07.07.2024
ODISHA - RATH YATRA

In Odisha, the world-famous Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra and Lord Sudarshan is being held today in the
holy town of Puri. The Grand Trunk Road of Puri where the three chariots
of the Lords will be rolled has become a sea of devotees. President
Droupadi Murmu has arrived at Puri to join the annual festival where lakhs
of devotees from different parts of the world have congregated to pull the
chariots scheduled at 5 this evening and have a holy darshan of the Lords.
The chariots are positioned in front of the Lion's Gate of the Sri Jagannath
temple and are ready to be taken to the Sri Gundicha temple, where they
will remain for a week.

Meanwhile, the Odisha government has made all arrangements to
ensure the festival proceeds smoothly and also for the President's visit. A
crowd of about 10 to 15 lakh is expected at the festival venue. 180
platoons of security personnel have been deployed to look after the law
and order and manage the crowds during the festival. Artificial Intelligence-
based CCTV cameras have also been installed. A buffer zone has been
planned for the President, while there’s going to be a VIP zone for the
Odisha Governor Raghubar Das, Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi and
several other Union Ministers and other dignitaries. Two-day public holiday
has been declared in Odisha by the state government for the Rath Yatra.
Prakash Dash/Bhubaneswar/MAIL/1105 HRS.

SANJIO DP-I 07.07.2024
RATH YATRA- PREZ- VICE PREZ- PM

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice- President Jagdeep Dhankhar and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed greetings to all the
countrymen on the start of the sacred Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath today.
In a social media post, President Murmu said that Today, countless
Jagannath lovers from across the country and the world are
enthusiastically waiting to see the three forms of God seated on the
chariot. The President prayed to Lord Jagannath for everyone's happiness,
peace and prosperity. In a social media post, the Vice-President Dhankhar
said, Shri Jagannath Rath Yatra holds deep historical and cultural
significance. He added that the Yatra is rooted in ancient Indian traditions,
reflecting devotion, unity and rich heritage. The Vice-President prayed that
the divine journey of Lord Jagannath bring health, happiness, and spiritual



fulfillment in people's life. Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a social media
post bowed to Lord Jagannath. He prayed that Lord Jagannath's blessings
constantly remain upon the country.

<><>RAHISUDDIEN/0956

GUJ-RATHYATRA

In Gujarat, the 147th Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath commenced
today amid tight security. Devotees in large numbers have thronged the
temple premises to catch a glimpse of the deity. We have a report:

(V/C-APARNA KHUNT)

The world famous annual procession of Lord Jagannath
began today in Ahmedabad in traditional zeal and fervor. Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel performed the Pahind vidhi, a symbolic

ritual of cleaning the way for the chariots using a golden broom
and flagged off the Rath Yatra. Idols of lord Jagannath,

Balabhadra, and Subhadra were installed on the chariots and the

16 Kilometer long procession kicked off. Ahead of the procession,
Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah participated in

the Mangala Aarti at Jagannath temple in the Jamalpur area of
Ahmedabad today morning. This time, more than 18,000 security

personnel have been deployed to guard the procession. Aparna
Khunt, Akashvani News, Ahmedabad. "

APARNA KHUNT/ AHMEDABAD/ MAIL/ 0730

IMD- WEATHER

India Meteorological Department has forecast isolated heavy rainfall
over Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, East
Rajasthan, Arunachal, Assam, Meghalaya, Madhya Maharashtra and South
Interior Karnataka for today. More from our correspondent.....

[V/C- RAHISUDDIN- HIN/ENG]

Heavy rainfall is also expected over Uttarakhand, East Uttar
Pradesh, East and West Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha and
Chhattisgarh from tomorrow to Wednesday. IMD said, isolated
heavy rainfall is very likely over Sub-Himalayan West Bengal,

Sikkim, Mizoram, Tripura and Bihar till 10th July. Isolated very
heavy rainfall is also predicted over Coastal Karnataka till 9th




July. Meanwhile, weather in the National Capital Region remains

pleasant. Delhi recorded 34 degree Celsius maximum and 27

degree Celsius minimum temperature yesterday. RAHISUDDIN
RIHAN, AKASHVANI NEWS, DELHLI.

Austria Chancellor Karl Nehammer has said that he is looking forward
to welcoming Prime Minister Narendra Modi next week in Vienna. In a
social media post, Austria Chancellor said that Mr. Modi's visit is a special
honour as it marks the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister in over forty
years. He added, it is also a significant milestone as both nations celebrate
75 years of diplomatic relations. Austria Chancellor said they will have the
opportunity to talk about further deepening our bilateral relationship and
closer cooperation on the many geopolitical challenges. In response to the
Austrian Chancellor, Prime Minister Narendra Modi thanked him. In a social
media post, Mr. Modi said, it is indeed an honour to visit Austria to mark
this historic occasion.
<><><>

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh governments have decided to
constitute high-level committees at three stages to resolve post-bifurcation
issues. The decision was taken at a meeting between Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy and his Andhra Pradesh counterpart N.
Chandrababu Naidu in Hyderabad yesterday evening. A nearly two-hour-
long meeting between the delegations of the two states led by the chief
ministers and comprising ministers and senior officials discussed the issues
pending for the last 10 years. Telangana Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka told the media after the meeting that it was decided to
constitute a high-level committee comprising senior officials. The panel will
be constituted in two weeks.
<><><>

The ongoing Char Dham Yatra in Uttarakhand will remain suspended
today due to the heavy rain alert issued by the India Meteorological
Department (IMD). Garhwal Divisional Commissioner Vinay Shankar
Pandey issued an order in this regard late yesterday. He urged pilgrims en
route to the temples to avoid proceeding further and stay where they are.



SANJIO::DIVYA DP-I 07.07.2024
J&K - KULGAM ENCOUNTER

In the Kashmir Valley, five terrorists were eliminated by security
forces in twin encounters in south Kashmir's Kulgam district. The
encounters at Frisal Chinnigam area and Motergam in the district had
started yesterday in the afternoon after specific intelligence inputs about
the presence of terrorists hiding in the areas. Inspector General of Police,
Kashmir Zone, V K Birdi confirms to Akashwani News said that four
terrorists were neutralized in Frisal Chinnigam area whereas one terrorist
was gunned down by security forces at Motergam hamlet in Kulgam
district. Two security force personnel grievously injured in the line of duty
have also lost their lives during the ongoing gunfights. Meanwhile, the
operations at both the encounter sites Motergam and in Frisal Chinnigam
continues for the second day today to wipe-out any terrorist hiding in the
areas. More details are awaited.
<<<>>> Sunil Koul/SRINAGAR/MAIL/1124 HRS.
SANJIO DP-II 07.07.2024
T20 CRICKET MATCHES

In Men's Cricket, India will take on Zimbabwe in the second of the five
match T20 series in Harare, Zimbabwe, this evening. The match will start
at 4.30 PM, IST. Zimbabwe currently hold a 1-Nil lead after registering a
win over India by 13 runs in last match. In women's cricket, India will lock
horns with South Africa in the second T20 of the three match series at the
M.A Chidambaram stadium in Chennai this evening. The match is
scheduled to begin at 7 PM. The Women in Blue aims to bounce back after
a 12-run defeat to the Proteas in the first T20. The series decider and final
T20 match is scheduled for Tuesday. The Indian women's team has
already clean sweep the visitors in the ODI series and won the one-off Test
match.
<><>CB/VISHNU/NET1146 HRS



