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LS-ADJOURN

The Lok Sabha has been adjourned till 12 noon following uproar by
the opposition parties demanding caste census in the country. When the
House met this morning, Congress members tried to raise the issue. Later,
members from Congress, DMK, Samajwadi Party, and others trooped into
the well raising slogan in support of their demand. Speaker Om Birla
repeatedly asked them to go back to their seats, but they continued with
their sloganeering. Amid din, the Speaker tried to run the Question Hour.
He said, disturbing the proceedings of the House in a pre-planned manner
is not appropriate. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju criticized the
opposition for their conduct in the House. He accused Congress of trying to
weaken the country by making comments against the armed forces. Mr.
Rijiju also alleged that Congress is trying to incite violence in the country.
As the ruckus continued, the House was adjourned till 12 Noon.
LS-VAISHNAW BULLET TRAIN

Government today asserted that the Bullet Train project is moving on
fast track. Replying to supplementaries in the Lok Sabha during Question
Hour today, Minister for Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw said, for the first time
in the country a 21 kilometres long tunnel is being constructed 30 metres
under the sea as part of the project. He said, 320 kilometres of the
foundation work of the project has been completed and many initiatives
are taking place under Atmanirbhar Bharat campaign. Mr Vaishnaw said,
Bullet Train project is a technology-intensive project.

KERALA WAYANAD:

In Kerala, the death toll in the massive landslide that devastated Wayanad
yesterday has risen to 135. The toll is likely to rise further. 186 persons are
undergoing treatment at various hospitals in the region. Nearly 200 people
are missing; however, the exact number of those missing is yet to be
ascertain. A joint rescue and relief operation by the Army, Navy, Air Force,
NDRF and other agencies has begun. 45 relief camps have been opened in
Wayanad, where 3,069 persons have been accommodated. Minister of
State for Minority Affairs George Kurian reached Wayanad last night and
took stock of the relief operations. He interacted with the senior officials of



NDRF and the Army. He also visited a relief camp at Kalpetta. Speaking to
media persons in Kozhikode, the Minister said search and rescue
operations will be intensified from today. He said three more NDRF teams
and a Dog Squad of the Indian Army will also join the operations. Kerala
Governor Arif Mohammed Khan and Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan will be
visiting Wayanad today. Meanwhile, the IMD has declared Orange alert in
the districts of Malappuram, Kozhikode, Wayanad, Kannur and Kasaragod,
indicating the possibility of isolated heavy to very heavy rainfall. The
authorities have declared holiday for educational institutions in 12 districts
except Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam.

VIETNAM PM

Prime Minister of Vietham, Pham Minh Chinh has arrived in New Delhi
for a three-day state visit to India. He is accompanied by a high-level
delegation, including several ministers, deputy ministers, and business
leaders. Prime Minister Chinh is scheduled to hold bilateral discussions with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who will host a luncheon in his honor. Prime
Minister Chinh will also meet President Droupadi Murmu and Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar. External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will also call
on the visiting Prime Minister. According to the Ministry of External Affairs,
India and Vietnam's long-standing historical and civilizational ties were
elevated to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to Vietnam in 2016.

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan launched the
National Apprenticeship and Training Scheme 2.0 Portal and disbursed 100
crore rupees stipends to apprentices through the DBT mode in New Delhi.
These apprentices are undergoing training in various sectors like
Information Technology, manufacturing, automobile among others. This
initiative aligns with the Government's focus on skilling and employability of
youth. Addressing the event, Mr. Pradhan said, this year’s budget also lays
great emphasis on boosting skiling and employment. The Minister
appealed to all educational institutions and industries to join NATS 2.0
portal. On the occasion, UGC chairman Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar said, this
portal is the need of the hour which will help youth to support the country's
growth.
IMD



India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast isolated
extremely heavy rainfall with very heavy falls over Northwest, Northeast,
and West, Central and Southern parts of the country for the next few days.
The IMD said, isolated extremely heavy rainfall is very likely over Karnataka
today and over Central Maharashtra till Saturday. Many areas across the
country will witness very heavy rainfall for the next four days. In Delhi, the
weather department forecast a generally cloudy sky with heavy rain today,
followed by light to moderate rain from tomorrow for the next five days. In
Punjab, there has not been enough rainfall in various parts during the
current monsoon season. However our correspondent reports that
Meteorological Department has forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall for
today and tomorrow and also issued orange and yellow alerts.
TELANGANA- GOVERNOR (details for website)

Telangana Governor-Designate, Jishnu Dev Varma will take oath as
the Governor of State at Raj Bhavan in Hyderabad this evening. The state
administration has made all arrangements for the ceremony to be held at
5.03 PM. Jishnu Dev Varma, who served as Deputy Chief Minister of
Tripura State from 2018 to 2023, was appointed the new Governor of
Telangana a few days ago replacing the current Governor CP
Radhakrishnan, who has been appointed as the Governor of Maharashtra
State. Born on August 15 in 1957, Jishnu Dev Varma had served as the
President of Badminton Association of India. He joined the BIP in 1993 and
played a key role in the party since then. In the Tripura government, he
also held the responsibilities of Power, Rural Development, Panchayat Raj,
Finance, Planning, Science and Technology and Environment Ministries. He
lost the Assembly election last year from Charilam in Sepahijala district.
JAPAN EARTHQUAKE

An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 4.7 jolted the Tokyo
metropolitan area this morning. Japan Meteorological Agency has said that
the temblor occurred at 01:47 a.m. local time, in areas in Tokyo, Kanagawa
and Chiba Prefecture. At a depth of 120 km, the epicenter was located in
Tokyo's 23 wards at latitude of 35.7 degrees north and a longitude of
139.6 degrees east. Central Tokyo felt the tremors strongly though no
tsunami warnings were issued. There have been no reports of damage or
casualties due to the tremors.

UP ASSEMBLY
The Uttar Pradesh Assembly has passed the Prohibition of Unlawful



Conversion of Religion (Amendment) Bill 2024. The current amendments
aim to make this Act more stringent by increasing the punishment. Earlier
under the law maximum punishment were 10 years and a fine of upto 50
thousand rupees. Current amendments have increased the quantum of
punishment for various religious conversion related offences. Under this
bill, provision of punishment of 3 to 10 years has been made for illegal
religious conversion in the state. At the same time, punishment of 7 to 14
years has been fixed for mass religious conversions and religious
conversion with foreign funds. The bill also states that if for religious
conversion, life or wealth of a person is put under threat, or there is use of
force or there is marriage or promise of marriage for the purposes of
religious conversion, punishment will range from 20 years imprisonment to
life imprisonment. The bill states that if a minor, woman or a person is
lured and human trafficking is done, imprisonment ranging from 20 years
upto life will be given. The UP government had made the first law against
unlawful religious conversion in 2021.
ISMAIL HANIYEH DEATH

The political head of Hamas, Ismail Haniyeh, has been assassinated
in Tehran. Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) said in a
statement today, Haniyeh was killed alongside one of his bodyguards at his
residence in the Iranian capital while he was in the town to attend Iran's
President Masoud Pezeshkian's swearing-in ceremony yesterday. There are
no further details on the killing from the IRGC. Haniyeh was the face of
Hamas and was active in several peace negotiations.

T20 CRICKET:

In cricket, India defeated Sri Lanka in the final T20 International,
making a clean sweep of the three match series. Put into bat, India
managed to post 137 runs for 9 wickets. Chasing the target of 138 runs,
Sri Lanka was restricted at 137 for 8 wickets taking the game into the
super over. Washington Sundar was named Player of the Match, while
Suryakumar Yadav was announced the Player of the Series.



