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PKM EP-1 08.07.2024
EVE PM RUSSIA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached Moscow this evening on
a three day official visit to Russia and Austria. He received a Guard of
Honour at Moscow airport. Prime Minister Modi was received by the First
Deputy Prime Minister of Russia, Denis Manturov. During the 22nd Annual
Summit between India and Russia tomorrow, Prime Minister Modi and
Russian President Vladimir Putin will review the whole range of bilateral
issues, including defence, trade linkages, investment ties, energy
cooperation, education, culture, and people-to-people exchanges. They will
also share perspectives on regional and global developments of mutual
interest. Both leaders will also assess the status of bilateral engagements in
groupings such as BRICS, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, G20, East
Asia Summit, and the UN.



Russian President will host a private dinner for the Prime Minister this
evening. Tomorrow, Prime Minister will interact with the Indian community
in Russia. He will also lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Kremlin and visit the Rosatom Pavilion at the exhibition venue in Moscow.
These engagements will be followed by restricted level talks between the
two leaders, which will then be followed by delegation level talks. India and
Russia have a Special and Privileged Partnership since 2020, which has
remained resilient in the wake of multiple geopolitical challenges. The
annual summit between the two leaders is the highest mechanism to steer
and drive the cooperation between India and Russia.

In the second leg of his two nation tour, Prime Minister will be
visiting Austria tomorrow itself at the invitation of the Chancellor of Austria.
This will be Prime Minister's first visit to Austria. He will hold restricted
delegation-level talks with the Chancellor of Austria as well as a high-level
business engagement. Austria is an important central European country
and offers excellent opportunities for bilateral cooperation in infrastructure,
renewable energy, high technology areas, start-up sectors, media and
entertainment.
<><>Suparna/1736 hrs
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AP-MURUGAN

The Executive meeting of Andhra Pradesh state’s BJP wing took place
today at Rajamahendravaram. Speaking on the occasion, Union Minister of
State for Information and Broadcasting, Dr. L. Murugan said that the
country has made great progress during the past ten years of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's regime. He added that the NDA government has
taken up several developmental projects in Andhra Pradesh and the
progress of the state will speed up now with the double engine Sarkar. AP
BJP President D.Purandeswari said that the people have voted in favour of
the policies of the NDA Government to realise the dream of Viksit Bharat.
BJP National General Secretary Arun Singh addressed the party workers.
Union Minister of State for Steel Bhupathi Raju Srinivasa Varma, BJP MPs,
MLAs, leaders and party workers took part in the program.

<>ALLU MURALI/VIJAYAWADA/MAIL/1736HRS.
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HEMANT SOREN CABINET EXPANSION

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren expanded his cabinet today



following the trust vote victory in assembly. Former Chief Minister,
Champai Soren included in cabinet. Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan
administered the oath at Raj Bhavan. Of the 11 MLAs sworn in as Cabinet
Ministers, six are from the JMM, four from Congress and one from RID.
Champai Soren, Baidnath Ram, Deepak Birua, Mithilesh Kumar Thakur,
Hafizul Hasan and Bebi Devi and of JMM took the oath. From Congress
Rameshwar Orao, Banna Gupta, Irfan Ansari, and Depika Pandey Singh
took oath. Satyanand Bhokta from RID also took oath. Three changes were
made in Hemant cabinet in which two are from Congress and one from
JMM. Basant Soren of JMM and Badal Patralekh from Congress were
dropped from cabinet.
<> KK Lal/ Jharkhand/MAIL/1700HRS.
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RAHUL GANDHI-IMPHAL VISIT

The Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi has reached
Manipur on his one day visit to the state. He arrived this morning at Cachar
of Assam and meet flood affected families. Then he reached to Jiribam
district of Manipur and interacted with violence affected families who are
taking shelter in district. After visiting Imphal, Mr. Gandhi has headed for
Churachandpur now. There he will visit relief camps. Afterward he will visit
a Bishnupur district and meet inmates of relief camp. The Congress leader
will meet Manipur Governor Anusuiya Uikey before leaving Imphal this
evening.

<><><>Thokchom
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KHARIF CROPS

Kharif crops have been sown in over 378 lakh hectare till date as
against 331 lakh hectare last year. The crop sowing has increased by over
14 per cent as compared to last year. Crop sowing data released by the
Agriculture Ministry, reveals that rice has been sown in around 60 lakh
hectare, which is over nine lakh hectare more than the last year. The
Ministry said, over 36 lakh hectare area has been covered under the
cultivation of pulses which is more than 13 lakh hectare as compared to
last year.
<><>DIPENDRA/29



SC NEET-HEARING: The Supreme Court has commenced hearing a batch
of pleas related to the NEET-UG exam, including those alleging
irregularities and malpractices in the medical test and seeking a direction to
conduct the exam afresh. The lawyers representing a petitioner started the
submissions, saying that they were seeking the cancellation of the exam on
grounds such as paper leak, OMR sheet manipulation and impersonation
and cheating. In reply the court stated that cancellation of exam is the
extreme last resort. The Chief Justice of India said the fact that sanctity of
the exam is compromised is beyond question. However, before ordering a
retest, the extent of the leak needs to be known. A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud, Justice J B Pardiwala and Justice Manoj Misra is
hearing a total of 38 petitions related to the exam, today.

SC- LEAVE: Supreme Court directed Centre to frame a model policy on
menstrual leave for women employees by holding consultations with States
and other stakeholders. A bench comprising Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud, Justice J B Pardiwala and Justice Manoj Misra, today
disposed the PIL seeking menstrual leave policy and directed Union
Ministry of Women and Child Development to hold stakeholder meetings to
consider framing a policy on the same. The bench, said it is a policy related
issue and not an issue for courts to look into. Moreover, a decision from
court on granting such leave to women may prove to be counterproductive
and detrimental as employers may avoid employing them. The top court
further said that this direction will not stand in the way of State
government taking independent decisions on policy for menstrual leave.

BANDI: Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar
today urged Chief Minister Revanth Reddy to ensure proper amenities to
the staff working in Telangana social welfare residential and Gurukul
educational institutions. In a letter addressed to Chief Minister, Bandi
Sanjay said the teaching staff and other employees were facing problems
because of the new work timings. Terming the timings as unscientific, the
Union Minister said the staff was facing stress resulting in unnecessary
health problems.






