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GAURAV EP-I 18.07.2024
SC-NEET

The Supreme Court today directed the National Testing Agency
(NTA) to publish the results of all NEET-UG 2024 students on their website
till Saturday 12 pm. A bench comprising Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud and justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj Misra directed to publish
the result city-wise and centre-wise masking the identity of the candidates.
The hearing on a batch of nearly 40 petitions related to the medical
entrance exam will now resume on Monday morning. Earlier in the NEET-
UG case, the Apex Court Bench had underscored the fact that the sanctity
of the exam was compromised was beyond question. It however,
maintained that the decision to cancel the exam in its entirety would be an
extreme last resort as it affected the lives of over 23 lakh students.
<<<>>> SANJIO/ NET/ 1747 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 18.07.2024
PREZ SPEECH - BOOK

The book "Wings to Our Hopes - Volume I," a compilation of
selected speeches by President Droupadi Murmu, was launched at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan complex in New Delhi today. Union
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
released the English and Hindi versions of the book, along with its
e-version, in the presence of Minister of State for Information and



Broadcasting Dr. L. Murugan. Two other books titled "Kahani
Rashtrapati Bhavan Ki" and "Rashtrapati Bhavan: Heritage Meets
the Present" were also released.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Chouhan underscored President
Droupadi Murmu's journey, noting that she has devoted her life to
the betterment of society, especially the downtrodden. He
emphasized that the content of the books launched today will
deepen people's relationship with the President and Rashtrapati
Bhavan. Highlighting the importance of books in life, Mr. Chouhan
said they inspire us and provide valuable information, reflecting
the ethos of democracy and society.
During the event, Minister of State for Information and
Broadcasting Dr. L. Murugan highlighted the unique features of
the books, describing them as authentic documents that will be
valuable for future generations. He particularly mentioned that
the book "Kahani Rashtrapati Bhavan Ki" is a pictorial
representation showcasing the unique architecture and rich
heritage of Rashtrapati Bhavan. Senior officials from Rashtrapati
Bhavan and the Information and Broadcasting Ministry were also
present during the book launch event.

<><><>Bhupendra/1626
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SHAH - NARCOTICS

Union Home Minister Amit Shah is chairing the 7th Apex-level meeting of
the Narco-Coordination Center (NCORD) in New Delhi. The meeting aims to
coordinate and synergize the efforts of various central and state
government agencies involved in countering drug trafficking and abuse in
India. The Home Ministry stated that the government has adopted a Zero
Tolerance Policy against drug trafficking to combat the menace of drugs. It
added that the government aims to achieve a drug-free India by 2047
through a three-point strategy: strengthening institutional structures,
enhancing coordination among all narcotics agencies, and launching
extensive public awareness campaigns.
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JAGANNATH-RATNA BHANDAR

In Odisha, the Ratna Bhandar, the revered treasury of the 12th-
century Sri Jagannath temple in Puri, was reopened this morning for the
second time in a week for shifting of valuables to a temporary strong room.
After offering prayers before Lord Jagannath and his siblings, Lord
Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra, the 11-member committee set up by the
Odisha government for the shifting of valuables from the Ratna Bhandar,
reopened the treasury at 9.51 this morning. All valuables and ornaments in
the inner chamber of the Ratna Bhandar will be shifted by this evening.
The treasury was opened last on last Sunday after 39 years to shift the
ornaments and valuables of the outer chamber of the Ratna Bhandar to a
strong room. Puri King Gajapati Maharaj Divya Singh Deb is also present in
the Ratna Bandar to oversee the shifting of the valuables. The
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) will do repair and renovation works of
the Ratna Bhandar after which the valuables will be shifted back and
counting of the valuables will begin. The Sri Jagannath temple
administration has restricted the entry of devotees into the shrine since 8
this morning for shifting of the valuables.
<><><><>PRAKASH DASH/ BHUBANESWAR/ MAIL/ 1344 HRS.

GAURAV::DIVYA EP-I 18.07.2024
TELANGANA- LOAN WAIVER

In Telangana, the State Government has released over 6 thousand
crore rupees towards crop loan waiver for farmers. Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy has formally launched the first phase of crop loan waiver in
Hyderabad up to one lakh rupees. During the first phase of crop loan
waiver, over 11 lakh farmers will be benefitted. Earlier, Deputy Chief
Minister and Finance Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka informed bankers
that the second phase of the crop loan waiver, covering loans up to 1.5
lakh rupees, will be completed this month, and loans up to 2 lakh rupees
will be waived by the end of next month. This initiative is expected to
benefit over 40 lakh farmers.
M S Lakshmi, Hyderabad, Mail, 1704 HRS.
GAURAV::DIVYA EP-I 18.07.2024
UP RAIL ACCIDENT



At least two people have lost their lives and more than 20 were injured in a
rail accident in Gonda district of Uttar Pradesh this afternoon. Six coaches
of train number 15904 Chandigarh Dibrugarh Express derailed on the
Gonda-Gorakhpur route near Mankapur station. The accident occurred near
Jhilahi Halt on the Mankapur section of the Gonda-Gorakhpur route. Senior
officials of railway and district administration have reached the spot. Teams
of NDRF and SDRF have also arrived, and relief and rescue operations are
underway. The main rail route from Lucknow to Guwahati is blocked due to
the accident. Several trains on the route have been diverted or cancelled.
Railways have released helpline numbers. The numbers are 8957409292
for Lucknow and 8957400965 for Gonda. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
has directed officials to intensify the relief and rescue efforts.

<><><>SUSHIL CHANDRA/LUCKNOW/MAIL/1714 HRS.
GAURAV EP-I 18.07.2024

EVE BIJP-BRIEFING

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting Ashwini Vaishnaw today
hit out at the opposition saying that the kind of words used by them
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi is a matter of grave concern.
Talking to media, Mr Vaishnaw said that the choice of words is very
important in public life. He added that the opposition should refrain from
using unparliamentary words and maintain dignity in political life.

(Byte- Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Earlier BJP Spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi also said that using
unparliamentary words for short-term political gains by some political
parties is unfortunate. Briefing media in New Delhi today, Mr Trivedi
alleged that the Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi used derogatory words
for Prime Minister Narendra Modi several times. He urged Congress party
to come out of the toxication of failure and behave wisely.
<><>ANUPAM/ ANNAD 1802 HRS

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri will be on a two-day official visit to Bhutan from
tomorrow. It will be his first visit abroad after taking over as the Foreign Secretary.
During the visit, the Foreign Secretary will call on the Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and External Trade, and meet his Bhutanese counterpart and other senior
officials of the Royal Government of Bhutan. The two Foreign Secretaries will also co-
chair the India-Bhutan Development Cooperation Talks.

GAURAV::DIVYA EP-1I 18.07.2024



VIOLENCE-BANGLADESH

In Bangladesh, at least four people have died and hundreds
others injured in clashes between quota reform protesters and the police
during a nationwide shutdown today. The protesters called for a complete
shutdown across the country to press their demands, blocking major
national highways, disrupting Dhaka's rail connections with the rest of the
country, and halting metro rail operations in Dhaka. On the other hand,
Bangladesh's Law, Justice, and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Anisul Huq
stated that the government agrees in principle on quota reform and is
ready to hold talks with the protesters. To maintain law and order, the
government has deployed 229 platoons of Border Guard Bangladesh in
addition to various police agencies nationwide. In view of the ongoing
situation, the Indian High Commission in Dhaka today issued an advisory
for the Indian nationals residing in Bangladesh to avoid local travel and
minimize their movement outside their residences. Meanwhile, the United
Nations has urged the Bangladesh government to ensure the safety of
students protesting for quota reforms in government jobs against any
threats or violence.

Navalsang Parmar/Dhaka/Mail /1738 Hrs.
PKM DP-I1 18.07.2024

MoS MEA - OMAN

Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh spoke with Indian
Ambassador in Oman, Amit Narang today to get an update on the
capsized vessel MV Prestige Falcon. In a social media post, the Minister of
State said the eight Indians who were rescued by INS Teg have reached
ashore and are being looked after. He said one Indian person's body has
been retrieved. He said the situation is being closely maintained and the
government is ensuring all possible assistance. He thanked all authorities in
India and Oman involved in the process and expressed his condolences to
the families of the bereaved.

<><>Suparna/1330 hrs



