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LS BUDGET DISCUSSION : The Lok Sabha has taken up discussion on the Union Budget 2024-2025. The
House is also taking up discussion on the Budget of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir for 2024-2025
simultaneously. Initiating the discussion, Kumari Selja of Congress raised the issue of unemployment saying it
is increasing day by day in the country. She questioned why the Government is not taking steps to fill up
vacancies in Central Government Departments. The Congress leader also spoke about unemployment in
Haryana. She criticized the government on the Agniveer Scheme and demanded its rollback. She alleged that
the government has ignored the farmers and labourers in the Budget. Ms Selja demanded that government
should give legal guarantees on MSP to farmers and fix 400 rupees as minimum wages for daily labourers.
Participating in the discussion, Biplab Kumar Deb of BJP said, when the BJP Government came to power in
2014, India was in fragile five. He said, Narendra Modi Government has made the economic system
transparent. Mr Deb said, the Economic Survey has estimated a real GDP growth of 6.5 per cent to 7 per cent
in 2024-25. He termed the Union Budget 2024-25 as focussed Budget. Mr Deb said, there is over 18 per cent
more capital expenditure in the budget as compared to 2023-24 which means there is more focus on
infrastructure and employment. He also listed several steps taken by the Narendra Modi Government in the
financial as well as social sectors. Virendra Singh of Samajwadi Party accused the BJP led Central Government
of ignoring Uttar Pradesh in the Union Budget. He alleged that its a attack on federalism. Participating in the
discussion, TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee hit out at the Government on the issue of employment, demonetisation
and alleged misuse of central agencies against opposition leaders. He accused the Central Government of
failing to keep their promises and guarantees. He also targeted the Government over NEET. Referring to
recent rail accidents, Mr Banerjee said the Budget has no mention of railway security. He also alleged that the
budget is anti-poor. Dayanidhi Maran of DMK accused Centre of ignoring Tamil Nadu in the Union Budget. He
also talked about price rise saying people of the country are facing the brunt of it. He demanded White Paper
on Windfall taxes. Mr Maran alleged that not a single rupee has been allocated to Tamil nadu on flood control.
The Discussion is underway.

RS-BUDGET DISCUSSION : The Rajya Sabha has taken up discussion on the Union Budget 2024-2025. The
House is also taking up discussion on the Budget of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir for 2024-2025
simultaneously. Initiating the discussion, Congress MP P Chidambaram raised the issues of unemployment, and
inflation. He said, unemployment is the biggest problem saying that the Production Linked Incentive scheme
has not generated enough jobs in the country. He raised questions over the announcement of the Employment
Linked Incentive scheme in the Union Budget. Mr. Chidambaram said, inflation is much higher than the actual
figure alleging that the Finance Minister did not speak much on it during her Budget speech. He also raised the
issue of alleged discrimination against some states in the Union Budget saying that Bihar and Andhra Pradesh
got the additional funding in this year's Budget but what about the other states. He demanded to provide
minimum wages and guaranteed MSP. He also demanded the abolition of the Agnipath scheme and scrapping



of NEET examination. Dr. Radhan Mohan Das Aggarwal of BIP highlighted the achievements made during the
last ten years under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He said the government initiated Jan
Dhan Yojana which provided banking services to crores of people in the country. He said, over 14 crore
households have been provided tap water connections in the rural areas. He said, Ayushman Bharat scheme
proved instrumental in providing health services to the poor people. Citing shining examples of country’s
growth in many sectors, Mr. Aggarwal said, the country is witnessing a growth rate above eight percent and
lakhs of employment opportunities have generated in the country. Taking a dig at the UPA government, he
said, the fiscal deficit was over 10 percent in 2012-13 which has now reached around five percent. He said,
per capita income was also raised under the current government. Discussion is underway.

Early- Lead CM: State Legislative assembly has unanimously passed a resolution condemning the injustice
meted to the State in the Budget 2024 and alleged discrimination against Telangana. Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy proposed the resolution to this effect. Replying to the discussion held on the subject, Chief Minister
demanded all the assurances given to Telangana in the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act 2014 should be
implemented by the Centre. He appealed to all parties to be united to protect the interests of the State and
condemn the Centre’s approach against Telangana. The Chief Minister said as Chief Minister he will boycott the
Niti Ayog meeting on 27th of this month demanding fulfilling all assurances given by the Centre. He said
keeping in view the federal spirit, he welcomed Prime minister Narendra Modi with open heart only to protect
the interests of the state. About 22.26 lakh crore rupees are paying by five southern states and they are getting
little over 6 lakh crore rupees. He said Hyderabad development should get funds in case if the country has to
become the 5 trillion economies. Later, the House was adjourned for tomorrow. — MSL 15

PAR-BUDGET: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has rejected the allegation of discrimination
against some states in Union Budget. Responding to opposition charges during Zero Hour in the Rajya Sabha
today, she alleged that there is a deliberate attempt by the opposition led by Congress to give the impression
to people that nothing has been given to opposition ruled states. She clarified that in every Budget one does
not get an opportunity to name every State of the country. She added that if a particular state is not named in
the Budget speech that does not mean that programmes of the Central Government do not go to these States.
She said that between the vote of accounts and yesterday's Budget, the Union Cabinet has cleared many
development projects in Maharashtra and West Bengal. Earlier, when House met for the day, Leader of
Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge raised the issue alleging that Union Budget is an attempt to save the
government. He said opposition will protest against it. He also said how development will happen if there is no
balance in the Budget. After, Minister's response, Opposition parties staged a walk out from the Upper House.
Earlier, while rejecting the opposition MPs’ adjournment notices, Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar said
leaders of political parties need to take call on the issue as it is becoming a routine daily affair in every sitting of
the House. NSD 18

DAY MEA- UK SEC. VISIT : UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy has arrived in India on his first official visit
since the assumption of office. External Ministry's Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal welcomed Mr. Lammy on his
arrival to New Delhi. In a social media post, Mr. Jaiswal said that the visit will strengthen the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership between the two countries and will make the 'living bridge' between India and the United
Kingdom stronger.



