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FM- BUDGET : Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the Union Budget 2024-25 in the
Lok Sabha today at 11 AM. It will be the first Budget of the Narendra Modi government in its third
term. Ahead of the Budget presentation, the Economic Survey 2023-24 was tabled in both Houses of
Parliament vyesterday, giving an overview of the economy's performance. This will be Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman's seventh consecutive Budget presentation since taking office in 2019.
During her pre Budget consultations, Finance Minister held meetings with several stakeholders,
including experts and representatives from farmer associations and agriculture economists, trade
unions, education and health sector; employment and skilling, MSME, trade and services, as well as,
infrastructure, energy and urban sector. In the course of the consultations, Ms Sitharaman assured
experts and representatives that their suggestions would be carefully examined and considered while



preparing the Budget. After presentation of the Budget in the Lok Sabha, the copy of the budget
will be tabled in the Rajya Sabha. Suparna Saikia Akashvani News, Delhi

AIAI HAILS ECONOMIC SURVEY 2023-24 : The All India Association of Industries has said, the
Economic Survey paints an optimistic picture of the Indian economy by forecasting GDP growth of
6.5 -7 per cent for this year. The Association’s President, Dr. Vijay Kalantri said in a statement that
the survey has rightly identified MSMEs as the backbone of the economy and has emphasised on
deregulation and digitization of the MSME sector. Dr. Kalantri hailed the survey for rightly focussing
on six sectors for renewed policy push in the Amrit Kaal to promote economic growth. These six
sectors are agriculture, MSMEs, private investment, green transition financing, addressing education-
employment gap and building state capacity for effective implementation of government policies. He
said, it is heartening to note that the Survey expects India to be the financial services hub of the
world.

PM-VISHWAKARMA : More than two crore 28 lakh artisans have been enrolled under PM
Vishwakarma Scheme so far. Of this, over 13 lakh 94 thousand beneficiaries have been successfully
registered, with five lakh 42 thousand 222 women. In a written reply in the Lok Sabha today, Minister
of State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Jayant Chaudhary said, a total of five lakh three
thousand 161 candidates have been provided with basic training across the country, out of which two
lakh 74 thousand 703 are female. The Minister said, maximum number of candidates from Karnataka
have been certified under basic skill training. Over one lakh nine thousand candidates have been
certified in the state followed by over 81 thousand candidates in Jammu and Kashmir and 79
thousand candidates in Gujarat. The Minister added that maximum number of over 85 thousand
female candidates have been certified in basic skill training in Karnataka followed by Andhra Pradesh
and Gujarat. PM Vishwakarma scheme was launched in September last year to provide support to
artisans and craftspeople. The scheme covers 18 trades.

SOCIAL JUSTICE- MoUs : The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, DEPwWD,
under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, has signed 72 MoUs with private institutions
and start-ups to empower persons with disabilities socially, educationally and economically. The MoUs
were signed in the presence of Union Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Dr. Virendra
Kumar and Minister of State in the Ministry, B.L. Verma. On the occasion, Dr. Virendra Kumar said,
the MoUs demonstrate the government's commitment to persons with disabilities. He stated that the
persons with disabilities possess immense potential, they only need opportunities.

SC NEET IIT : The Supreme Court has asked IIT Delhi to form an expert panel to give its opinion on
the decision of the National Testing Agency (NTA) to treat two options as the correct answer to a
Physics question in this year's NEET-UG examination. The bench, headed by Chief Justice of India,
D.Y. Chandrachud, directed the expert team to remit its opinion to the Apex Court's registrar by 12
noon today. The batch of petitions, alleging irregularities in the conduct of the NEET-UG exam,
questioned the award of grace marks in respect of a contentious Physics question. It added that 44
candidates were able to secure full marks on account of the ambiguous question. They contended
that the NTA's decision to award compensatory marks contradicts its own instruction, asking students
to follow the latest NCERT textbook. The matter will be taken up for further hearing today.

BANGLADESH PM-VIOLENCE : Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has blamed her political
opponents for deadly violence that swept the country during recent student-led protests against
quotas in government jobs. Addressing the business leaders in the capital Dhaka, Ms Hasina said that
the curfew would be lifted when the situation improves. She said, they were forced to impose a
curfew to protect the lives and property of the citizens. Her comments came a day after the country's



top court agreed to scrap most quotas in a ruling on Sunday. The court decision came after days of
clashes between protesters and security forces. Hospital data showed that at least 147 people were
killed in the violence.

CHINA FLOODS : In China, death toll has risen to 14 in a rain-triggered flash flood in the southwest
Sichuan Province. Last evening, the local authorities said, 14 bodies have been recovered, while 25
people are still missing. Rescue personnel continue to search the missing, aided by drones, sniffer
dogs and life detector equipment. The disaster occurred in the wee hours on Saturday, when heavy
rain led to the flash flooding of a local river. Over 40 houses were seriously damaged in Xinhua
Village, which is located in Ya'an City's Hanyuan County.

TELANGANA ASSEMBLY SESSION : The Budget session of the Telangana Legislative Assembly
will commence today, while the session of the Legislative Council will start tomorrow. The state
government will introduce a few key Bills including one relating to establishment of Skill University in
the state and another relating to resolving the issues of Dharani, revenue portal. Deputy Chief
Minister, Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, who is also Finance Minister, will present the Full-fledged Budget
for the current financial year on Thursday. This will be the Congress government's first full budget
after assuming power in December last year. It had presented an interim budget in February this
year. The ruling Congress wants to highlight the implementation of Six Guarantees, including the 2
lakh rupees crop loan waiver scheme while the opposition BRS and BJP want to discuss in detail the
non-implementation of Six Guarantees completely and excluding a large number of farmers from crop
loan waiver scheme by linking the benefit with ration cards and other norms. Unemployment issues
including announcement of Job Calendar, and several BRS MLAs joining the ruling Congress are also
likely to prominently figure during the budget session. However, a Business Advisory Committee
meeting to be held later today will decide the exact agenda and duration of the session.

IMD WEATHER : The India Meterological Department (IMD) has forecast extremely heavy rainfall
over Gujarat, Konkan, Goa and Madhya Maharashtra during next 2 days. In several parts in North,
Northeast, central and western parts very heavy rainfall will may occur till tomorrow, while remaining
parts are likely to receive heavy rainfall till Thursday. The weather agency said that above normal
temperatures with high humidity are likely to prevail over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi
today.

ASIA CUP CRICKET : In Asia Cup Women's T20 Cricket, hosts Sri Lanka defeated Malaysia by 144
runs in a group B match at Dambulla. Opting to bat, Sri Lanka posted 184 for the loss of four wickets
in the stipulated 20 overs. In reply, Malaysia could score only 40 runs and were were bundled out
with one ball to spare. In another group B match at the same venue, Bangladesh defeated Thailand
by 7 wickets. Bangladesh comfortably achieved the target of 97 runs scoring 100 for three wickets in
17.3 overs. Electing to bat first, Thailand Women had scored 96 for nine in their 20 overs.



