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REV PREZ - GALLANTARY AWARD : President Droupadi Murmu today conferred 36 Gallantry
Awards to the personnel of the Armed Forces, Central Armed Police Forces, and State and Union
Territory Police. The awards were conferred during the Defence Investiture Ceremony (Phase-1) at
Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi this evening. The Gallantry Awards include ten Kirti Chakras and 26
Shaurya Chakras. Out of these, seven personnel were awarded Kirti Chakras posthumously and seven
Shaurya Chakras posthumously. The awards were given to the personnel for displaying conspicuous
gallantry, indomitable courage, and extreme devotion to duty. Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, and Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi are among those who attended the function.

MEA-PM VISIT : The 22nd India-Russia Annual Summit will focus on defense, trade linkages,
investment ties, energy cooperation, education, science and technology, culture, and people-to-
people connections as the key discussion points. This was stated by Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan
Kwatra during a press briefing in New Delhi today. On Prime Minister's upcoming official visit to
Russia and Austria from 8™ to 10" of this month, Mr Kwatra said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Russian President Vladimir Putin will review the entire range of multifaceted relations between the
two countries. He said, they will exchange views on contemporary regional and global issues of
mutual interest. He said, the leaders will also assess the status of bilateral engagements in grouping
including BRICS, SCO, G20, East Asia Summit and the United Nations. Mr. Kwatra said, the issue of
early discharge of Indian nationals who have been misled into the service of the Russian army is also
expected to figure during the discussions. The Foreign Secretary said, the Prime Minister will interact
with members of the Indian community in Moscow during his visit. He said, India and Russia have a
special and privileged partnership which has remained resilient in the wake of multiple geopolitical
challenges. On the bilateral trade, Mr Kwatra said, it has witnessed sharp increase in the financial
year 2023-24 reaching to 65 billion US dollars primarily due to energy cooperation. He said, Indian
import from the Russia is close to 60 billion US dollars while export remained at 4 billion US dollars.
He underlined that energy, banking, railways, and steel are the growing areas of partnership. He
said, Russia also remained important partner for the country’s energy security and defence.
Speaking about Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Austria, the Foreign Secretary said, the Prime
Minister will travel to Austria during 9™ and 10" of this month. He said, this will be Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s first visit to Austria. He said, Mr. Modi will call on President of Austria Alexander Van
der Bellen and hold talks with Chancellor of Austria Karl Nehammer. On bilateral ties, Mr. Kwatra
said, Austria offers excellent opportunities in bilateral cooperation in areas including infrastructure,
renewable energy, and high technologies. He said, bilateral ties between the two countries registered
good growth in couple of years.

GOVT - PENSION GRIEVANCES : More than one thousand cases have been redressed in first
week of special campaign for redressal of family pension grievances. The Department of Pension and
Pensioners Welfare had launched a month-long campaign for redressal of Family Pension Grievances
on 1st of this month for bringing ease in the life of Central Government Family Pensioners. The top
three performers are Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare, Department of Defence Finance and
Ministry of Railways. The campaign will continue till the end of this month.

BRITISH INDIAN MINISTER : British Indian MP Lisa Nandy has been appointed UK secretary of



state for culture, media and sport by new Prime Minister Keir Starmer. Lisa was re-elected with a
thumping majority from Wigan in north-west England. She will now take over the culture ministry
from Lucy Fraser. The 44-year-old Lisa Nandy was among the final three contestants in the Labour
Party’s top leadership contest in January 2020. Lisa is the daughter of Calcutta-born academic Dipak
Nandy and British mother Ann Luise Byers. Her father was well-known for his work in the field of race
relations in Britain. A record number of around 29 Indian-origin members of Parliament have been
elected to the House of Commons in the UK's general election as results were announced yesterday.

HATHRAS STAMPEDE-ARRESTED : Uttar Pradesh Police has arrested Dev Prakash Madhukar in
connection with the tragic stampede in Hathras that resulted in 121 deaths. Dev Prakash Madhukar
was named as the main accused in the FIR filed by the police. Earlier, a reward of 1 lakh rupees for
information regarding his whereabouts was also announced. The arrest came a day after the police
nabbed six people in connection with the stampede. They were all members of the satsang
organising committee. The stampede took place on Tuesday during the satsang by self-styled
godman and preacher Narayan Sakar Hari alias Bhole Baba.

DEFENCE - SECRETARY LEVEL MEETING : The first Secretary-level meeting between the
Defence Ministries of India and the Democratic Republic of Congo was held in New Delhi today. The
Defence Ministry said that the meeting was aimed at identifying areas for collaboration to fulfill the
potential of defence cooperation between the two countries. During the meeting, detailed discussions
were held to promote cooperation in training and the defence industry. The Indian delegation also
highlighted the significant progress India has made in defence manufacturing capability. The
Democratic Republic of Congo side shared the need for modernization of their Armed Forces.

GOVT — ONION : The government has said that onion prices are stabilizing as the quantity of rabi
onion released in the market by farmers is increasing. The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution said that the availability of onion in the domestic market is comfortable despite
marginally lower production of onion in this season compared to last year. It further stated that the
estimated rabi-2024 production of 191 lakh tonnes of onion is sufficient to meet domestic
consumption. The Ministry also mentioned that the target area under Kharif onion this year is three
lakh 61 thousand hectares, which is 27 percent higher than last year. The government also added
that the area under Kharif potato this year is targeted to increase by 12 percent over last year.
According to the Ministry of Agriculture's assessment with state governments, the targeted Kharif
tomato area this year is two lakh 72 thousand hectares.

BIHAR-BRIDGE COLLAPSE : In Bihar, 15 engineers of Water Resources and other departments
have been suspended, and a construction agency has been blacklisted in connection with the recent
collapse of nine bridges in different districts of the state. Additional Chief Secretary of the Water
Resources Department, Chaitanya Prasad, said that due to lack of monitoring and precautionary
measures by the engineers, the stability of the bridges was not ensured, leading to the collapse of
the structures. Mr. Prasad said that payment to the contractor engaged in desiltation work has been
put on hold due to carelessness. He stated that responsibility has been assigned and action has been
taken for dereliction of duty. Six old bridges have collapsed alone in Saran and Siwan district on 3rd
and 4th of this month. Three under construction bridges also collapsed in Araria, East Champaran
and Madhubani district last month.



INDIAN CRICKET TEAM : On winning the T20 World Cup 2024, Indian men's Cricket team captain
Rohit Sharma said the team had worked very hard and waited a lot for this achievement . In a
meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday at his residence in New Delhi, Mr Sharma said
the team had come very close to winning the World Cup 2023 but could not finally win it, but this
time they were able to achieve it owing to everybody's efforts. Former Captain and star batter Virat
Kohli shared how he overcame his back to back failures in the World Cup and how it was important
for him to set aside his ego in order to perform like the way he did in the World Cup Final against
South Africa. Suryakumar Yadav who took an extraordinary catch to dismiss South African batsman
David Miller in the final over to turn the match in India's favour said, the team practices such catches
a lot and he did not think much while going for it. Hardik Pandya who was instrumental in India's
victories throughout the tournament and bowled an extraordinary spell in the final match said that he
wanted to give an answer to his critics and he wanted to give it through his performance. Jasprit
Bumrah who led the Indian bowling attack in the tournament and won Man of the Tournament
trophy said he feels good whenever his efforts help Team India win from a difficult situation. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had hosted the Indian T-20 World Cup winning team at his residence
yesterday.



