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FITCH-GDP

Fitch Ratings increased India's growth forecast for the current fiscal year to 7.2 per
cent, up from 7 per cent projected in March. This revision is due to a recovery in
consumer spending and increased investment. Fitch Ratings quarterly Global Economic
Outlook report published today also depicted raised world growth forecast for 2024 to
2.6 percent from 2.4 percent. Confidence in European recovery prospects has improved
and China's export sector is experiencing a revival. Domestic demand in emerging
markets, excluding China, shows stronger momentum.These factors highlight a positive

outlook for global economic growth in the coming year.

EU ENVIRONMENT

European Union Environment Ministers have approved a much-fought-over conservation
law intended to restore habitats to their natural condition, in a vote that was live-
streamed publicly. The purpose of the Nature Restoration Law is to regrow forests, re-

wet moors and return rivers to their natural, free-flowing states. Ministers for 20 EU



member states voted in favour, representing 66 per cent of the population. The
conservation law sets a target for the EU to restore at least 20 per cent of the bloc's
land and sea areas by 2030 and all ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050.

According to EU figures, around 80 per cent of habitats are in poor condition. In
addition, 10 per cent of bee and butterfly species are threatened with extinction and 70

per cent of soils are in an unhealthy state.

DAY PM VARANASI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 17th instalment of Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi amounting to more than 20,000 crore rupees to around 9.26 crore
beneficiary farmers through Direct Benefit Transfer today. So far, more than 11 crore
eligible farmer families have received benefits of more than three lakh four thousand
crore rupees under PM-KISAN scheme. During the event, Prime Minister will also grant
Certificates to more than 30,000 women from Self Help Groups (SHGs) as Krishi Sakhis.
This certification course also aligns with the objectives of the “Lakhpati Didi” Program.

During his Varanasi visit today, where he will participate in PM Kisan Samman
Sammelan. The Prime Minister will depart for Bihar tomorrow.

Aakashwani correspondent reports that this is the first visit of Mr Modi to
Varanasi after after being sworn in as Prime Minister for the 3rd time. PM signed his
first file authorising release of 17th instalment of PM Kisan Nidhi reflecting the
commitment of the government towards farmer welfare.

<>CB/1110 HRS



EU ENVIRONMENT

European Union Environment Ministers have approved a much-fought-over conservation
law intended to restore habitats to their natural condition, in a vote that was live-
streamed publicly. The purpose of the Nature Restoration Law is to regrow forests, re-
wet moors and return rivers to their natural, free-flowing states. Ministers for 20 EU
member states voted in favour, representing 66 per cent of the population. The
conservation law sets a target for the EU to restore at least 20 per cent of the bloc's
land and sea areas by 2030 and all ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050.
According to EU figures, around 80 per cent of habitats are in poor condition. In
addition, 10 per cent of bee and butterfly species are threatened with extinction and 70

per cent of soils are in an unhealthy state.

5G INTELLIGENT VILLAGE

With a view to boost innovation to transform rural life and herald digital inclusion, the
Central government has invited proposals for ‘5G Intelligent Village’ and ‘Quantum
Encryption Algorithm’. Industry, MSMEs, startups, academia and government
departments involved in technology design, development and commercialisation of
telecommunication products and solutions have been invited to participate. The ‘5G
Intelligent Village” initiative underscores the need for equitable technological
advancement by harnessing the transformative power of 5G technology to uplift rural
communities. It aims to address critical pillars such as agriculture, education,
healthcare, governance, and sustainability. The India-specific ‘Quantum Encryption
Algorithm” will represent a cutting-edge approach to securing digital communication

channels by leveraging the principles of quantum mechanics.



IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast that northern parts of the country
will continue to experience heat wave to severe heat wave conditions today. Heat wave
to severe heat wave conditions very likely in parts of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, Uttarakhand and Jharkhand. The IMD said,
heat wave conditions over these regions will gradually abate thereafter under the
influence of approaching Western Disturbance towards Northwest India. It said, heat
wave conditions is also likely over isolated parts of Jammu-Kashmir, north Madhya
Pradesh and Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Vidarbha and Gangetic West Bengal.

The weather department further forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall over Sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, Assam and Meghalaya for the next three days. Light to
moderate rainfall is also likely over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura during next five days.

Regarding southwest monsoon, the IMD said, conditions are favourable for
further advancement of monsoon into some more parts of Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Northwest Bay of Bengal, some parts of Gangetic
West Bengal, remaining parts of Sub Himalayan West Bengal and some parts of Bihar
during the next 4 days.

Meanwhile in Delhi, the IMD forecast heatwave to severe heat wave at many
places. Warm conditions are also expected at few places across the national capital
today. The city is likely to witness strong surface winds gusting up to 40 kilometers per
hour during the day time. The maximum temperature is likely to hover around 45

degrees Celsius.

SRI LANKA - FISHERMEN ARREST

Four Indian fishermen were arrested by the Srilankan Navy today. The fishermen
belonging to Pudukottai were fishing near Neduntheevu when they were arrested for
trespassing into Srilankan waters. They were later taken to the Kankesanthurai port for

further inquiry.



MORN T-20 WORLD CUP- SUPER 8

In the ICC Men's T20 World Cup, , the eight teams that qualified for this phase
have now been finalized. Bangladesh was the last team to qualify after their victory
over Nepal.

The Super 8 round will begin on19 th June and end on 25th.

The first group consists of India, Australia, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan, while
the second group consists of the USA, England, the West Indies, and South Africa.

The first Super 8 match will be played between the USA and South Africa
tomorrow. India will take on Afghanistan in their first match on 20th June . All the
matches will be played in the West Indies.

The top two teams from each group will qualify for the semifinals. The teams
have to play three matches in the Super-8 and need two wins to reach the semi-finals.
The semi-final will be a knockout. The losing team will end their journey, while the
winning team will reach the final, which will be played in Barbados on 29th June . India,
Australia, Afghanistan, the West Indies, and South Africa are the only teams to progress
to the Super 8 on an unbeaten note. The USA and England, on the other hand, made it

through despite their respective losses to India and Australia in the group stage.

CB/0740HRS
REV. MIFF UPDATE WITH V/C

The 18th Mumbai International Film Festival for documentary, short fiction, and
animation films is underway in Mumbai. A total of 314 films from 59 countries across 61
languages are there in the MIFF programming this year.
(VC- C.PARTHANA)

Various films including Story Of A Painting, Alien: A Documentary

About Legal High Skilled Immigrant The Last Shift Akash Ganga, Tales Of
Oblivion will be screened on the fourth day of the festival today. A panel

discussion titled Crafting the Magic: 'The Evolution of Animation Film and
their Enduring Appeal to Youth and Grown Ups’ has been organised which

will be attended by renowned film makers Manjul Shroff and Ketan Mehta. A




master class by cinematographer Alphonse Roy titled ‘Exploring the
Wilderness: Indian Wildlife Documentaries and Conservation Efforts’ has also

been scheduled today. Parthana, Akashvani News, Mumbai.
<><><>C.PARTHANA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0744 HRS

EU ENVIRONMENT
European Union Environment Ministers have approved a much-fought-over conservation
law intended to restore habitats to their natural condition, in a vote that was live-
streamed publicly.
The purpose of the Nature Restoration Law is to regrow forests, re-wet moors and
return rivers to their natural, free-flowing states. Ministers for 20 EU member states
voted in favour, representing 66 per cent of the population. The conservation law sets
a target for the EU to restore at least 20 per cent of the bloc's land and sea areas by
2030 and all ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050.
According to EU figures, around 80 per cent of habitats are in poor condition. In
addition, 10 per cent of bee and butterfly species are threatened with extinction and 70
per cent of soils are in an unhealthy state.

IANS/0814HRS

NSA US-INDIA MEET
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval chaired the second meeting of the U.S.-India
initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology (iCET) with his United States counterpart
Jake Sullivan in New Delhi. During the second iCET meeting yesterday, Mr. Doval and
Mr. Sullivan set the vision for the next chapter of the strategic technology partnership.
The White house said, both sides underscored their commitment to orienting the
cooperation around breakthrough achievements in priority critical and emerging
technology areas, by focusing on co-production, co-development, and research and
development opportunities and enhancing coordination with like-minded nations to
deliver secure, reliable, and cost-competitive technology solutions for the American and

Indian people and partners around the world. They welcomed the inaugural meeting of



the U.S.-India-ROK Trilateral Technology Dialogue held in Seoul in March and ongoing
cooperation with Australia and Japan through the Quad.

The two countries also underscored the importance of adapting technology
protection toolkits and resolved to prevent the leakage of sensitive and dual-use
technologies to countries of concern. In addition to the iCET meeting, APNSA Sullivan
and NSA Doval convened an industry roundtable that brought together CEOs and
thought leaders from both countries as the United States and India mobilize private
sector investment and partnerships across strategic technology sectors. The two
National Security Advisors resolved to support enhanced collaboration across the
governments, industry, and academia.
<><>PALLAVI/1022 HRS
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<><><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit his parliamentary constituency Varanasi
today. He will release the 17th instalment of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
amounting to more than 20,000 crore rupees to around 9.26 crore beneficiary
farmers. Our correspondent reports that after arriving at Kashi in the evening the Prime
Minister will participate in PM Kisan Samman Sammelan in Mehandiganj area of
Varanasi. PM Modi is also sheduled to meet few farmers at the Kisan Samelan and
review their products. During the event, Prime Minister will grant Certificates to more
than 30,000 women from Self Help Groups (SHGs) as Krishi Sakhis. Prime Minister is
also sheduled to witness Ganga Aarti at Dashashwamedh Ghat. Later he will perform

pooja and darshan at Kashi Vishwanath Temple.



<><><>

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the Central government is fully
committed to ensure safety and security of all citizens in Manipur. Chairing a high level
meeting in the National capital to review the security situation in Manipur yesterday, Mr
Shah said, Ministry of Home Affairs will talk to both the groups, Meiteis and Kukis to
bridge the ethnic divide, at the earliest. He stressed on strategic deployment of central
forces to restore peace and tranquility in Manipur. The Minister said, the deployment of
forces will be increased if required and strict action must be taken as per law against
the perpetrators of violence. He said, Central government has been actively supporting
the Manipur Government in strengthening the security situation in the state.

Home Minister also reviewed the situation in relief camps, especially in respect of
proper availability of food, water, medicines and other basic amenities. Mr Shah
directed Chief Secretary of Manipur to ensure proper health and education facilities for
the displaced people and their rehabilitation.
<><><>

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari chaired a high-
level meeting at Raj Bhawan in Srinagar to review progress of road and highway
projects in Jammu & Kashmir.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha expressed gratitude to
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Minister Nitin Gadkari for big-ticket
infrastructure projects in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. He said that
government is working with dedication for J&K's strong and glorious tomorrow and
maintained that the massive infrastructure push has created new employment
opportunities and also gave big boost to UT's economy.
<><><>

Entire northern part of the country is reeling under severe heat wave. The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast that this region will continue to
experience heat wave to severe heat wave conditions today. It has issued red alert
warning for heatwave in some parts of North India, including Delhi and Uttar Pradesh.

The weather department also forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall over Sub-



Himalayan West Bengal, Assam and Meghalaya for the next three days. Light to
moderate rainfall is also likely over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura during next five days.

Regarding southwest monsoon, the IMD said, conditions are favourable for
further advancement of monsoon into some more parts of Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Northwest Bay of Bengal, some parts of Gangetic
West Bengal, remaining parts of Sub Himalayan West Bengal and some parts of Bihar
during the next 4 days.
<><><>

The Department of Telecommunication has initiated targeted actions to protect
citizens in response to reports of fraudulent activities involving mobile numbers in
electricity KYC update scams. Ministry of Communications said, the department has
directed all Telecom Service Providers for Pan India IMEI based blocking of 392 mobile
handsets misused in cybercrime and financial frauds. It has also directed them for re-
verification of 31 thousand 740 mobile connections linked to these mobile handsets.
The Ministry said, failure in re-verification will result in immediate disconnection of
reported numbers and blocking of associated handsets.
<><><>

The White House has reiterated that the visit of US National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan to India will further deepen relationship between the two countries. In a
White House press briefing, White House National Security Communications Advisor
John Kirby cited India and the US as the two oldest and largest democracies adding
that they both share a unique bond of friendship. He further underscored Jake
Sullivan's visit purpose, which is to expand key areas of cooperation between the two
nations.

Earlier, Sullivan called on Prime Minister Narendra Modi and briefed him on the
progress in various areas of bilateral cooperation, particularly under the Initiative on

Critical and Emerging Technologies.



