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TENNIS-SUMIT NAGAL
In Tennis, Indian star player Sumit Nagal has advanced to the semifinals in the men's

singles of a ATP Challenger tournament in Perugia, Italy. Sumit defeated Maks



Kasnikowski of Poland 6-4, 7-5 in the quarterfinal in Perugia yesterday. Sixth seed
Nagal continued his superb form winning the eighth consecutive match in 10 days.
Today, he will take on unseeded Bernabe Zapata Miralles of Spain in the semi finals.

Nagal has moved up to 77th in the World Rankings after his fine performance in the
French Open and the Heilbronn Challenger. He has qualified for the Paris Olympic

Games based on his singles rankings.

INDIA IORA

The two day India-IORA Cruise Tourism Conference concluded in New Delhi today.
Officials and experts from the Indian Ocean Rim Association, IORA Member States
including Bangladesh, Kenya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mozambique, Sri Lanka, South
Africa, Seychelles and Tanzania participated in the Conference.

External Affairs Ministry said that the Conference provided a platform for stakeholders
to share best practices and policy initiatives towards developing and strengthening the
cruise tourism sector in IORA Member States. Discussions covered infrastructure
development, regulatory issues, sustainable tourism, employment generation, inclusion

of women and business opportunities among others.

LABOUR SEC. - EPFO

Labour Secretary Sumita Dawra has chaired a review meeting on reforms in the
Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). Ministry of Labour and Employment
said in a release that the review meeting highlighted the need of the expansion of social
security and new initiatives for ease of living and ease of business. The Ministry
informed that auto settlement of advances upto 01 Lakh for iliness, education, marriage
and housing has been implemented by EPFO for speedy disposal of claims. It added
that about 25 Lakhs advance claims have been settled on auto mode along with more
than 50 percent of the illness claims settled till now. The Ministry highlighted that this
has increased claims settlement speed and large number of them are now being settled

within 03 days. It added that the operational reforms in Litigation Management and



Audit were also discussed during the meeting. The Ministry said that the Secretary has

advised the EPFO to continue the proactive steps for systemic reforms.

SOUTH AFRICA-PRESIDENT

Cyril Ramaphosa is re-elected as South Africa's president following a landmark coalition
deal between his African National Congress (ANC) and opposition parties. The new
government of national unity combines Mr Ramaphosa's ANC, the centre-right
Democratic Alliance and other smaller parties. The 71-year-old Ramaphosa won
convincingly in a Parliament vote against a surprise candidate, Julius Malema, the
leader of the far-left Economic Freedom Fighters. Mr. Ramaphosa got 283 votes against
Malema's 44 in the 400-member house. Cyril Ramaphosa secured his second term, after
striking a crucial agreement just hours before the vote for the president with once its
fiercest political rival, the Democratic Alliance party, as ANC lost its 30-year majority in
Africa's national assembly. In elections last month, the vote share of African National
Congress dropped to 40%, while the Democratic Alliance emerged as the second
largest party with 22% of the votes. The parties will now co-govern South Africa in its

first national coalition where no party has a majority.

PREZ - RAJA PARB

President Droupadi Murmu attended the Raja Parb celebration at Rashtrapati Bhavan in
New Delhi yesterday. On the ocassion, she also witnessed the cultural performances
which included Raja geet and dance performances such as Mayurbhanj Chhau dance,
Sambalpuri dance and Karma dance. This is the first occasion when the Raja Parb was
celebrated at Rashtrapati Bhavan. This celebration provided a unique glimpse of Odia
culture and lifestyle to the participants. The Raja Parb is one of the most celebrated
festivals of Odisha. The three-day-long agricultural festival is celebrated during the

onset of monsoons. Women and children celebrate this festival with immense fervour.



UAPA- ARUNDHATI ROY

Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena has granted sanction to prosecute
author Arundhati Roy under Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA). She, along with
former Professor in Central University of Kashmir, Dr. Sheikh Showkat Hussain have
been sanctioned for prosecution under section 45 of UAPA for their alleged 'provocative'
speech at an event in New Delhi in 2010.

The FIR in the matter was registered on a complaint by Sushil Pandit, a social activist,
in 2010. The complainant had alleged that Ms Roy and Mr Hussain made provocative
speeches at a conference organised under the banner of 'Azadi - The Only Way' in
October 2010 in New Delhi. In October last year, the L-G had granted sanction under
Section 196 of the CrPC to prosecute the accused for the offences of promoting enmity

between different groups and making statements to cause public mischief.

UGC - BIANNUAL ADMISSIONS

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has decided to allow higher education
institutions to admit students twice a year, starting from the next academic year.
Admissions will now be open in January and February and July and August. Currently,
UGC Regulations allow admissions in one academic session in a year. Talking to
Akashvani News , UGC Chairman Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar said that this decision will be
very beneficial to the students who miss the admission due to various reasons and
they had to wait for another year. He added that it will reduce the waitinhg time for

enrollment and increase their motivation.

KUWAIT UPDATE

The Prosecution announced today that a Kuwaiti national and an expatriate have been
remanded in custody on charges of "erroneous Kkilling" related to the fire that
devastated an apartment building, resulting in 49 fatalities. The individuals face several
charges, including causing death and injury by error, due to negligence of fire safety
and security precautions. Investigations are ongoing, the prosecution confirmed.

Additionally, a special team has inspected the fire scene and visited hospitals to



question the injured, as stated by the prosecution.

REV KHARGE-NEET

The Congress party has demanded a fair investigation under the supervision of the
Supreme Court into the NEET examination issue. In a social media post, Mr. Kharge
alleged rigging, paper leaks and corruption inthe NEET examination. He said, after
investigation, the culprits should begiven the harshest punishment and lakhs of
students should be givencompensation to save their year from being wasted. He said,
the future of 24 lakh students appeared in the NEET examination is at stake due to the
actions of the government. He said, the government cannot escape its responsibility by
placing the responsibility of its actions on the shoulders of the National Testing Agency.
Refuting the allegations of Mr. Kharge, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
said that no concrete evidence of any kind of rigging, corruption or paper leak has been
found so far in the NEET exam. Hesaid that the Central Government has passed the
Public Examination (Preventionof Unfair Means) Act this year, which has many strict
provisions to prevent paper leak and to conduct a cheating-free exam. He criticized the
Congress saying that playing politics on the future of students is an old habit of
Congress. He said, the opposition is issueless, on such a sensitive issue the opposition

is just spreading lies without knowing the facts.

AP-NAIDU

Portfolios have been allotted to the newly sworn in Ministers in Andhra Pradesh. While
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu kept with him General Administration, Law and
Order, Public Enterprises, Jana Sena Party Chief K Pawan Kalyan was made Deputy
Chief Minister along with the portfolios of Panchayati Raj, Rural Development and Rural
Water supply, Environment & Forest and Science and Technology. Senior BJP leader

Satya Kumar Yadav was allotted Health, Family welfare and Medical Education.

NEET- PRADHAN

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan today claimed that Congress is spreading



misinformation regarding the NEET issue. Speaking to the media, Mr Pradhan said the
government is bound by the court's order and it will do things in a completely
transparent manner. He also said that their actions will not be affected by any political

allegation.

NT.PM G7 SUMMIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today called for giving priority to the concerns of the
Global South, in particular Africa. Addressing the Outreach Session at the G7 Summit in
Apulia, Italy, Mr Modi recalled that it was a matter of honour for India that African
Union was admitted as a permanent member of the G20 under its presidency.

Mr Modi elaborated on India’s energy transition pathway noting that its approach
was based on availability, accessibility, affordability and acceptability. He mentioned
that India was working towards achieving the target of NET ZERO by 2070. Alluding to
India’s Mission LIiFE, he called upon the global community to join the tree plantation
campaign launched by him on World Environment Day - "Plant4Mother” [ Ek Pedh Maa
Ke Naam] and make it a mass movement with personal touch and global responsibility.

Talking of India’s Al Mission premised on "Al for All”, Prime Minister emphasised
that this technology should be aimed at fostering progress and well-being of all. He
underlined that India was fostering international collaboration as a founding member of
Global Partnership for Al

Prime Minister Modi congratulated the Group on its 50th anniversary milestone.
He expressed that it was a matter of great satisfaction for him to be attending the
Summit after his re-election in the largest democratic exercise in the history of
humankind. He expressed that for technology to be successful, it had to be
underpinned by a human-centric approach. He shared India’s success in leveraging
digital technology for public service delivery.

In her opening remarks, the Italian Prime Minister said they wanted to send a
clear message from the G7 and Italian presidency that they will never accept the
narrative that wants the West against the rest. She said the global challenges can only

be dealt with if nations are able to cooperate with respect, and peer to peer approach.



She highlighted that the Outreach Session is dedicated to the challenges which are very

pressing, incuding Artificial Interlligence, energy, Africa, and the Mediterranean.

KUWAIT FIRE- MORTAL REMAINS

The mortal remains of 45 Indian nationals who lost their lives in the fire incident in
Kuwait were brought back to India by a special Indian Airforce flight. The plane first
landed in Kochi this morning before proceeding to New Delhi. Out of a hundred and 76
Indian workers who were present in the housing facility at the time of the fire, 45 died
and 33 were hospitalized with injuries, while the remaining are safe.

As per the External Affairs Ministry, it continuously coordinated with the authorities in
Kuwait to provide assistance to the injured and to ensure the safe return of all affected

individuals.

ICC-T 20

In the ICC Men's T20 World Cup, the match between Pakistan and Canada,is being
played at Nassau County International Cricket Stadium in New York, US. Canada were

for in overs when report last came in. Earlier

Pakistan won the toss and elected to field. Cricbuzz/veerendra/1950 hrs



