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SANJIO : KAMINI DP-1 29.06.2024
INDIA-COLOMBO PROCESS

India presided over its first meeting as Chair of the 'Colombo Process'
at the Permanent Representative Level Meeting in Geneva yesterday at the
International Organisation for Migration (IOM) Headquarters. The Colombo
Process is a Regional Consultative Process comprising 12 Member States
from Asia, which primarily serve as countries of origin for migrant workers.
The forum facilitates the exchange of best practices on managing overseas
employment. Last month, India assumed the chair of the Colombo Process
for the first time since its inception.

Ministry of External Affairs said, the meeting was marked by a spirit
of cooperation and a shared vision towards the goals of the Colombo
Process. Secretary Consular, Passport, Visa and Overseas Indian Affairs in
Ministry of External Affairs Muktesh Pardeshi delivered the special address
as the incoming Chair-in-Office. He emphasised India's commitment to
advancing the objectives of the Colombo Process and enhancing
collaboration among member states. India presented an outline of an
action plan for the next two years, focusing on key priorities and initiatives
to further strengthen the Colombo Process. India’s priorities for Colombo



Process include reviewing the financial sustainability of the Colombo
Process, broadening the membership by including new member states and
observers, reconfiguring technical-level collaborations, Implementing a
structured rotation for the chairmanship, conducting a regional review of
the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration and engaging
in dialogues with the Abu Dhabi Dialogue and other regional processes.

The Colombo Process continues to play a pivotal role in enhancing
regional cooperation on migration issues and with India’s leading role,
there is a renewed commitment to engaging all member states actively,
improving migration governance, and fostering safe, orderly, and regular
migration for organised overseas employment.

The Secretariat of the Colombo Process is hosted by IOM with its
headquarters in Geneva.

<><><> ANUPAM
MISHRA/1046 HRS

SANJIO DP1I
28.6.24
US REPORT-RELIGIOUS LEADERS

Many religious leaders in India have expressed strong reservations to
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken's assertions that there was a
concerning rise in hate speech and anti-conversion law in India. Syed
Naseeruddin Chishti, President of the All India Sufi Sajjadanashin Council
and successor to the spiritual head of Ajmer Dargah denounced the report
as false, bogus and fabricated. He said the Constitution provides complete
freedom to people of all religions in India. The government ensures that all
kinds of religious faiths and its followers co-exist without any restrictions.

Haji Syed Salman Chishti, President of the Chishti Foundation of
Ajmer dismissed the report, stating that opinions of other countries do not
matter. The Constitution, law and order, and infrastructure are capable of
handling internal matters.

Nirmal Singh, President of the Central Singh Sabha Gurdwara, also
criticised the report, claiming that the American report is wrong. India is
living in a golden age. Today, people of every religion are represented in
the Parliament.

The National Coordinator of the Indian Sarva Dharma Parliament,



Maharshi Bhrigu Peethadhishwar Goswami Sushil Maharaj, denounced the
report and said India is the only country where everyone is safe, regardless
of religion or community. Minorities are the safest in India, and this report
is just an attempt to weaken the country.

The US in its 2023 report on International Religious Freedom on
Wednesday, criticised India over religious freedom and also voiced alarm
over rising bigotry against certain religious groups across the world.

India has rejected the US State Department's report. Briefing media
in New Delhi last evening, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said it lacks understanding of India’s social fabric and is visibly
driven by vote bank considerations and a prescriptive outlook. He added
that it has selectively picked incidents to advance a pre-conceived
narrative.

<<<>>>IANS/PKM/1057

SANJIO : PAWAN DP-1 29.06.2024
CRACKET FACTORY ACCIDENT

In Tamil Nadu, four persons were killed in a blast at a cracker factory
at Sattur in Virudhunagar district. In the cracker factory, 50 labourers are
engaged in cracker manufacturing. It is said that the accident occurred
during the mixing of chemicals while preparing the crackers. Out of a total
15 rooms in the factory, three rooms became rubbles after the blast.
Efforts are on to douse the fire. It is not known if there were labourers
inside the rubble. Rescue work will resume after the fire is doused
completely. <><><> KAMALAKANNAN,
VIRUDHUNAGAR/JOY, CHENNAI/MAIL/1103 HRS

CRICKET

In Men's Cricket, India will lock horns with South Africa in the final of T20
World Cup at Barbados this evening. The match wil start at 8 PM Indian
Standard Time.The Rohit Sharma-led side book their spot in the summit
clash after thrashing defending champions England by 68 runs in the semi-
final. On the other hand, South Africa outplayed Afghanistan in the second
semi-final.



<><><>

In Women's Cricket, India will resume their play at the overnight
score of 525 for four against South Africa in the first inning on Day 2 of the
one-off Test match in Chennai this morning.

<><><>

India began their campaign in the Badminton Asia Junior Mixed Team
Championships with a thumping 5-0 win over Vietnam in their Group C
opener at Yogyakarta, Indonesia yesterday.

SWATI MP-I
29.06.2024

MEA US REPORT

India has rejected the US State Department's report on International
Religious Freedom, 2023 and termed it as deeply biased. Briefing media in
New Delhi last evening, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said it lacks understanding of India’s social fabric and is visibly
driven by vote bank considerations and a prescriptive outlook. He stated
that the exercise itself is a mix of imputations, misrepresentations,
selective usage of facts, reliance on biased sources and a one-sided
projection of issues. He noted that this extends even to the depiction of
India's Constitutional provisions and duly enacted laws of India. He added
that it has selectively picked incidents to advance a pre-conceived narrative
as well.

The External Affairs Ministry spokesperson pointed out that in some
cases, the very validity of laws and regulations are questioned by the
report, as are the right of legislatures to enact them. He said the report
also appears to challenge the integrity of certain legal judgements given by
Indian courts. The report has also targeted regulations that monitor misuse
of financial flows into India.

Mr Jaiswal stated that the United States has even more stringent
laws and regulations. He stressed that human rights and respect for
diversity have been and remain a legitimate subject of discussion between
India and the United States. In 2023, India had officially taken up
numerous cases in the US of hate crimes, racial attacks on Indian nationals
and other minorities,



vandalization and targeting of places of worship, violence and mistreatment
by law enforcement authorities, as well as the according of political space
to advocates of extremism and terrorism abroad. The spokesperson said
such dialogues should not become a licence for foreign interference in
other polities. <><><>
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