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LS WOMEN REPRESENTATION (with VC)

As the 18th Lok Sabha begins, the House of the People stands out not only for its
representation of the country's diversity but also for the significant presence of women.
With 74 women representaitves from different professions, regions, and backgrounds,
18th Lok Sabha is a reflections of the spirit of a democratic and inclusive nation. Our
correspondent has more:

(Voice Cast: ENG SUPARNA/HIN BHUPENDRA)

An ideal Lok Sabha would feature even more women, but the current
representation of 74 women in the 18th Lok Sabha is set to play a key role in
providing additional perspective to India’s legislation story. The single
largest part BJP has seen 30 women representatives while Congress has 14.
The TMC has 11 women representatives, Samajwadi Party has four, DMK has
three, and both the JDU and LJP(R) have two women representatives each.
Prominent figures from the ruling alliance, led by the BJP, include Annapurna
Devi, Anupriya Patel, actress-turned-politician Hema Malini, Bansuri Swaraj
and actress Kangana Ranaut. Key women representatives from the
opposition include Mahua Moitra of the TMC, Dimple Yadav of Samajwadi
Party, Supriya Sule of NCP (Sharad Pawar), Kanimozhi of DMK, Jothimani of
Congress, and Misha Bharati of RJD. The women who are part of the 18th Lok
Sabha hail from diverse professional backgrounds including acting, law,
business, medicine, social work, agriculture, and academia. Their diverse
experiences and perspectives are expected to enrich Parliamentary debates
and contribute towards progressive policy making for a better India. With

Durgesh, Suparna Saikia, Akashvani News, Delhi.

JAISHANKAR- AFRICA
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said, Africa will continue to be at the top of
India's priorities. Addressing the Africa Day celebrations in New Delhi today, Dr

Jaishankar said, India's partnership with Africa is beyond strategic concerns and



economic benefits. He stated that Prime Minister Narendra Modi redefined India's
engagement in Africa by outlining its 10 guiding principles. These include India's
commitment to liberate Africa’s potential by building local capacity and creating local
opportunities, keeping markets open and sharing India’s experience with the digital
revolution to support Africa’s development. The External Affairs Minister highlighted
that India has also been at the forefront to provide capacity-building and training to
African candidates under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation programme.
On the trade and economic front, India is the fourth largest trading partner for Africa
with a bilateral trade of about 100 billion dollars and cumulative investments of more
than 75 billion dollars.

PM KAZAKHSTAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
have reiterated their commitment to continue to work together to advance bilateral
Strategic Partnership. Mr Modi had a telephone conversation with President of
Kazakhstan today. President Tokayev congratulated Prime Minister Modi on the
successful conduct of the largest democratic exercise in the world and his re-election
for the historic third consecutive term. Mr Modi thanked him for his warm felicitations.
Prime Minister conveyed India's full support for the success of the upcoming SCO
Summit in Astana. He expressed confidence that Kazakhstan’s leadership would greatly

contribute to the furtherance of regional cooperation.

OM BIRLA PM
NDA nominee for Speaker post of the Lok Sabha, Om Birla met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Parliament House today. The election for the post of the Lok Sabha Speaker is

slated to take place tomorrow.

MORN. LS-SPEAKER

The Speaker for the 18" Lok Sabha will be chosen today. Senior BJP MP Om Birla, who



was also the Speaker in the last Lok Sabha, is the NDA nominee for the post this time
as well. On the other hand, the Opposition INDIA bloc has fielded Congress MP K
Suresh for the post. Both the candidates yesterday filed their nominations for the

Speaker’s post for which the election is scheduled to be held today.

Despite hectic parley, the government and Opposition failed to reach a
consensus for the post. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said, Lok Sabha
speaker should be elected unanimously and unopposed. He said, no election was held
till date for the post of Speaker since independence and the government talked to the
floor leaders of the opposition parties to build consensus on the name of Lok Sabha
speaker. He said, Congress led opposition have come up with conditions and demanded
the Deputy Speaker post. Mr. Rijiju said that consensus should not be conditional and
they are ready to have a separate decision on the selection of Deputy Speaker. He also

appealed to the opposition bloc to reconsider their decision.

Talking to media outside Parliament yesterday, Union Minister Piyush Goyal said
senior Union Ministers Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah and J P Nadda met with Congress
leader KC Venugopal and DMK MP TR Baalu to build consensus on the selection of Lok
Sabha Speaker. Mr. Goyal said, they were informed that the Deputy Speaker issue will

be dealt with at the time of its election.

Talking to media outside the Parliament, Congress MP Rahul Gandhi said that the
Opposition is ready to extend support to the NDA nominee for the speaker post

provided that the Deputy Speaker post must be given to the opposition.

MORN. RBI GOVERNOR GDP GROWTH

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das has said that India is at the threshold of a major
structural shift in its growth trajectory and is moving towards 8 percent GDP growth in
a sustained manner. Addressing the 188th AGM of Bombay Chamber of Commerce and

Industry in Mumbai yesterday, Mr. Das said, India's growth story has been and will be a



multi-sectoral growth. Stating that India’s growth story is driven by various structural
reforms with the goods and services tax being at the forefront, the Governor said, GST
has stabilised much faster than in many other countries. Mr. Das said, GST monthly
collections have touched 1.7 lakh crore rupees, adding that business has become much

more convenient.

T20 CRICKET WC

In the ICC Men's T20 Cricket World Cup, Afghanistan will face South Africa in the first
semi-final at Brian Lara Stadium in Tarouba, Trinidad tomorrow morning. While India
will face England in the second semi-final match at Providence Stadium in Guyana
tomorrow evening. Final match of the tournament will be played at Kensington Oval,

Bridgetown, Barbados on Saturday. <><><>



