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JP Nadda Launches National STOP Diarrhoea Campaign 2024
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Rajshahi-Kolkata Cross Border Train Service Set To Resume After 77 Years
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Intelligence Bureau Chief Tapan Kumar Deka
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JP Nadda Launches National STOP Diarrhoea Campaign 2024

Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Jagat Prakash Nadda today launched the National
STOP Diarrhoea Campaign 2024 at a function in New Delhi. He launched the campaign by
distributing oral rehydration salts (ORS) and zinc tablets to children in presence of Minister of
States for Health Anupriya Patel and Patraprao Jadhav. The two-month campaign will begin
from the Ist of July and continue till the 31st of August. The goal behind the STOP Diarrhoea



Campaign is to attain zero child deaths due to childhood diarrhoea. While the existing diarrhoea
strategy entailed a two-week campaign, the new strategy involved a two-month long campaign
with the pre-positioning of two ORS packets and zinc as a co-packaging for under-5 children. It
will also involve extensive IEC through different platforms and collaboration across multiple
sectors, including health, water and sanitation, education, and rural development.

Speaking on the occasion, Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda said that various initiatives taken
by the Centre have cumulatively helped reduce childhood mortality due to diarrhoea. He
highlighted that in 2014, India was the first country to introduce the Rotavirus vaccine.
Similarly, the National Jal Jeevan Mission, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and expansion of the
Ayushman Arogya Mandir network have significantly contributed to the reduction of diarrhoea
cases and infant mortality in the country. The Union Health Minister also emphasized the
importance of sensitizing health workers along with enhancing capacity-building efforts to

strengthen diarrhoea management efforts in India.

CR Paatil addresses ‘Jal Shakti Abhivan: Catch the Rain 2024’ workshop

Union Jal Shakti Minister, CR Paatil today said that proper access to water is a strong step
towards women empowerment. Addressing the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain 2024
workshop in Delhi, Mr Paatil noted that Jal Shakti is Nari Shakti as women are the most affected

by water scarcity due to the...

Mines Ministry Launches 4th Tranche Of Auction Of Critical And Strategic Minerals
Blocks

Union Minister of Coal and Mines, G. Kishan Reddy along with Minister of State for Coal and
Mines, Satish Chandra Dubey today launched the 4th tranche of auction of critical and strategic
minerals blocks at a programme in New Delhi. The 4th tranche of the auction included 21 blocks
of critical minerals. Out of these 21 blocks, 11 are fresh blocks, spanning six States, Arunachal
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. Addressing the
programme, Mr. Reddy informed that the first tranche of the auction of Offshore Mineral Blocks

will be launched within 100 days of the new government.



Ministry of Mines said that these blocks contain a variety of minerals including Graphite,
Glauconite, Phosphorite, Potash, Nickel, Phosphate and Rare Earth Elements (REE). The
Ministry further said that as part of this tranche, 10 critical mineral blocks are on offer as the
‘second attempt’ blocks of previous tranches of auction. These 10 blocks are located in Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu and have
important critical minerals like Tungsten, Vanadium, Graphite, Glauconite, Cobalt and Nickel.

Our correspondent reports that Mr. Reddy also handed over certificates to two newly Notified
Private Exploration Agencies in the programme. This is in line with the aim to increase the pace
of exploration in the country and to bring advanced technology in the exploration of minerals.
On the occasion, the Minister also announced a scheme for partial reimbursement of exploration
expenses of the Exploration Licence holders. Under the scheme, exploration expenditure of up to

50 per cent of cost subject to the upper limit of 20 Crore rupees will be reimbursed.

Intelligence Bureau Chief Tapan Kumar Deka & NHRC Secretary General Bharat Lal
Receive One-Year Extensions

Intelligence Bureau Chief Tapan Kumar Deka has been given a one-year extension until June
next year. The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approved the extension in service of Mr.
Deka as the Director of the Intelligence Bureau. He is a 1988-batch IPS officer of the Himachal
Pradesh cadre.

The tenure of Bharat Lal as Secretary General of the National Human Rights Commission has

also been extended for one year beyond June 30th of this year.

Rajshahi-Kolkata Cross Border Train Service Set To Resume After 77 Years

The cross-border train service between Rajshahi, Bangladesh and Kolkata, India is set to resume
after a 77-year hiatus. This announcement was made following a meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and her Bangladeshi counterpart Sheikh Hasina in New Delhi on
Saturday last. This will be the 4th international train between India and Bangladesh after
Kolkata-Dhaka ‘Maitree Express’, Kolkata-Khulna ‘Bandhan Express’ and New Jalpaiguri-
Dhaka ‘Mitali Express’.



Among the 13 initiatives announced by both Prime Ministers in a joint press address in Delhi,
the revival of the Rajshahi-Kolkata train service stood out for the people of North Bangladesh
and particularly for the people of the Rajshahi Division.

Since the announcement, people from various professions in the North Bangladesh region
believe that the new train service will not only facilitate travel but also create a new
communication link with India.

Mayor of Rajshahi City Corporation Khairuzzaman Liton said the Rajshahi-Kolkata train will
enhance Rajshahi’s importance in communications with India, Nepal, and Bhutan, potentially
turning Rajshahi into a hub for trade and commerce, reports Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS). Rajshahi-Kolkata train service was functional before the India-Pakistan Partition in 1947.
The demand for a Rajshahi-Kolkata train has been long-standing among the local population.
Currently, hundreds of patients from Rajshahi travel to India for medical treatment daily, and
many people visit West Bengal for family reasons. Traders involved in import-export also
frequently travel to Kolkata and other states. The introduction of a direct train service will
significantly make these journeys easy. Businessmen, socio-political leaders and tour operators

of the Rajshahi region expressed their gratitude towards both Prime Ministers.

EVE. LS- OATH

The first session of 18th Lok Sabha began today with newly elected MPs taking oath as
the members of the House. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who is the leader of the Lok
Sabha, was the first to take oath as the member of the House. Pro-tem Speaker
Bhartruhari Mahtab administered oath to Mr. Modi. This was followed by the oath of the
panel of chairperson appointed to assist Mr. Mahtab in running the proceedings of the
Lok Sabha till the election of the Speaker. BJP MPs Radha Mohan Singh and Faggan
Singh Kulaste took oathS as the members of chairperson panel. However, Congress MP
K Suresh, DMK MP TR Balu and Sudip Bandyopadhyay of TMC skipped oath taking
proceedings as the members of the panel. Later, Union Ministers Rajnath Singh, Amit
Shah, Nitin Gadkari, Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Manohar Lal, Piyush Goyal, Jitanram
Manjhi, Rajiv Ranjan alias Lallan Singh, Dr Virendra Kumar, Kiren Rijiju, Chirag Paswan,

Jyotiraditya Scindia, Annapurna Devi, and others took oath as the members of the Lok



Sabha. Union Ministers HD Kumaraswamy and Pralhad Joshi took oath in Kannada
while Dharmendra Pradhan and Jual Oram took oath in Odia language. Another Union
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal took oath in Assamese, and Union Ministers K Ram
Mohan Naidu, and G Kishan Reddy took oath in Telugu. Union Minister C R Patil took
oath in Gujarati. Union Ministers Prataprao Jadhav administered oath in Marathi while
Dr. Jitendra Singh in Dogri. Union Minister Suresh Gopi took oath in Malayalam while
another Union Minister Sukanta Majumdar took oath in Bengali. Union Minister
Durgadas Uikey took oath in Sanskrit. Following the oath taken by the Union Ministers
as members of the House, other MPs are taking oath as per the alphabetical order of
States and Union Territories. The newly elected MPs from Andhra Pradesh and
Arunachal Pradesh were administered oaths. From Assam, Gaurav Gogoi and Rakibul
Hussain of Congress and Bijuli Kalita Medhi of BJP were among the prominent faces
who took oaths. From Bihar, Members of Parliament who took oath include Lovely
Anand and Devesh Chandra Thakur of JDU, and Janardan Singh Sigriwal, Rajiv Pratap
Rudy, Ravi Shankar Prasad of BJP as well as Misa Bharti of RJID and Tariq Anwar of
Congress. Congress MP Manish Tewari, who has been elected from Chandigarh has
also taken oath as the member of the Lok Sabha. The oath and affirmation of newly
elected Lok Sabha members is underway.

Our correspondent reports that as the 18th Lok Sabha convened for the first time, a
remarkable display of India’s diverse multi-lingual and ethnic traditions was witnessed
in the Parliament. Besides Hindi and English, several MPs took oath in regional
languages, including Telugu, Assamese, Bangla, Malayalam, Guajarati, Sanskrit,
Kannada, Odia, Dogri and others. Some MPs were also seen wearing their traditional
attire of the region. The Parliament premises also witnessed joy and excitement among
the MPs as well as bonhomie between treasury bench and opposition MPs as they were
seen greeting each other. Before the Lok Sabha assembled, MPs across party lines were
seen clicking photographs and greeting each other warmly. TDP MP from
Vijayanagaram, A Kalisetti reached Parliament on bicycle. MPs from Congress,
Samajwadi Party, TMC, DMK and others entered the Lok Sabha carrying copies of the

constitution.



TJUDA:

Normal health care services at government hospitals was hit with the launch of indefinite strike

by junior doctors across_Telangana from today. To tide over the crisis of shortage of staft, due to

indefinite strike call given by members of Telangana Junior Doctors Association (TJUDA), the

hospital managements have directed all the senior care givers including teaching staff to cancel
their leaves and report to their regular duties. At Gandhi Hospital, the authorities managed to
ensure outpatient wing functioned normally but had to postpone more than 50 elective surgeries
because of the strike. Since early morning, the junior doctors joined the protests and boycotted
their OP services and elective surgeries. The junior doctors raised slogans demanding a system to
ensure regular payment of their stipends, better hostel facilities, security within the hospital
premises among other issues. Senior health officials said government is expected to hold talks

with the striking medicos this evening. In Adilabad district, Junior doctors studying post-

graduation in medicine and undergoing house surgeon training at the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of

Medical Sciences (RIMS) joined the State-level strike. Their strike caused inconvenience to

outpatients who visited the institute for medical services in the morning hours. Officials of the

institute made alternative arrangements. 18 SHANKAR



