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RUSSIA-NORTH KOREA

Russian President Vladimir Putin will visit Pyongyang this week. North Korea's Central
News Agency announced Putin's plan to pay a state visit to Pyongyang amid concerns
that he and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un will seek to cement the bilateral military
partnership with security implications on the Korean Peninsula and beyond, . A US
State Department spokesperson yesterday described deepening military cooperation
between North Korea and Russia as a trend of great concern .This will be Putin's first
trip to North Korea in 24 years. He first visited Pyongyang in July 2000, months after his
first election when he met with Kim's father, Kim Jong II, who ruled the country then.

US-INDIA
The White House has reiterated that the visit of US National Security Advisor Jake



Sullivan to India will further deepen the already strong partnership between the two
countries and create a more prosperous Indo-Pacific. In @ White House press briefing,
White House National Security Communications Advisor John Kirby cited India and the
US as the two oldest and largest democracies adding that they both share a unique
bond of friendship. He further underscored Jake Sullivan's visit purpose, which is to
expand key areas of cooperation between the two nations. Earlier, Sullivan called on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and briefed him on the progress in various areas of
bilateral cooperation, particularly under the Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technologies.

REV PM VARANASI WITH V/C

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit his parliamentary constituency Varanasi today.
Prime Minister will release the 17th instalment of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
amounting to more than 20,000 crore rupees to around 9.26 crore beneficiary
farmers. Aakashwani correspondent reports that.

(V/C-SUSHIL TIWARI)

Whole kashi is eagerly waiting to welcome it's iconic representative
who won their hearts third time. this is the first visit of Narendra Modi to
Varanasi after after being sworn in as Prime Minister for third consecutive
term and a grand welcome by the party workers is waiting for him. After
arriving Kashi in the evening he will participate in PM Kisan Samman
Sammelan in Mehandiganj area of Varanasi. PM Modi is also sheduled to
meet few farmers at the Kisan Samelan and review their products. He signed
his first file authorising release of 17th instalment of PM Kisan Nidhi
reflecting the commitment of the government towards farmer welfare and
the first big public appearance of prime minister is also focused on the issues

of farmers. During the event Prime Minister will grant Certificates to more
than 30,000 women from Self Help Groups (SHGs) as Krishi Sakhis.Sushil

Chandra Tiwari Aakashwani News Varanasi.

Prime Minister is also sheduled to witness Ganga Aarti at Dashashwamedh Ghat.
Later he will perform pooja and darshan at Kashi Vishwanath Temple. After a night stay
in his constituency PM will depart next morning.

PM-AFRICA PRESIDENT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated President of the Republic of South Africa,



Cyril Ramaphosa on his re-election. In a social media post, Mr. Modi said that he looked
forward to working with Mr. Ramaphosa to further strengthen the India-South Africa
strategic partnership.

ISRAEL-WAR CABINET

Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu dissolved his six-member war cabinet, less
than a week after centrist opposition leader Benny Gantz and his ally Gadi Eisenkot
resigned. The sensitive issues about the war with Hamas in Gaza will now be discussed
in a smaller forum, media reports said. A spokesman for the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) said that, as far as it was concerned, it would not affect the chain of command.
Mr. Gantz and Mr. Eisenkot quit over the prime minister’s leadership, including the lack
of a plan for post-conflict Gaza. The two former military chiefs had joined a national
unity government with Mr. Netanyahu’s right-wing coalition days after the start of the
war in October. The Israeli military launched a campaign in Gaza to destroy Hamas in
response to an unprecedented attack on southern Israel on October 7, during which
about 1,200 people were killed and 251 others were taken hostage.
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UNION MINISTERS:

Union Cabinet Minister Kishan Reddy and State minister Bandi Sanjay are all set to visit
Telangana State on Wednesday. The Bharatiya Janath Party is making extensive preparations to
welcome them, has this will be their first visit to the State after assuming their roles as Union
Ministers. A grand rally is planned along with a meeting near the BJP party office. DESK 5

IMD - WEATHER

Heat wave to severe heat wave conditions are likely to continue over many parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana and Delhi during the next two days. India
Meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted that the heat wave conditions will gradually
abate thereafter under the influence of approaching Western Disturbance towards Northwest
India. It said, heat wave conditions is also likely over isolated parts of Jammu-Kashmir, north
Madhya Pradesh and Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Vidarbha and Gangetic West Bengal.
On the other hand, the weather office has forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall over Sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, Assam-Meghalaya during next three days. Light to moderate rainfall is
also likely over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and
Tripura during next five days.



77 FILMS TO COMPETE FOR THE RECOGNITION

With a record-breaking 840 submissions, the 18th edition of the Mumbai International Film
Festival - MIFF has 77 films contesting in the national competition. A remarkable 30 films by
debutant directors and 12 student works have found their place amongst the contestants. Best
Indian Documentary Film will receive a Silver Conch and a cash prize of Rs. 5 lakh. Best Indian
Short Fiction Film, up to 30 minutes, will receive a Silver Conch and a cash prize of Rs. 3 lakh.
The best Indian Animation Film will receive a Silver Conch and a cash prize of Rs. 3 lakh,
whereas, the best Debut Film will receive a trophy and a cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh. Best Student
Film will also receive a trophy and a cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh. A special category for the Best
Short Film on "India in Amrit Kaal", up to 15 minutes, is open to Indian filmmakers only and
this award will come with a trophy and a cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh. The jury members for the
national competition this year include German film producer Adele Seelman (Das Weibe
Rauschen, Alles auf die Siebzehn) Filmmaker Dr. Bobby Sarma Baruah (Mishing, Sonar Baran
Pakhi), animator Munjal Shroff (Krish, Trish and Baltiboy) Film Producer Apoorva Bakshi
(Delhi Crime) and German filmmaker Anna Henckel-Donnersmarck.<>C.



