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NEWS ON AIR
HEMANT SOREN BAIL

Jharkhand High Court today granted bail to jailed former Chief Minister
Hemant Soren in @ money laundering case related to illegal possession of
8.36 acres of land. Soren is currently lodged in Birsa Munda Central Jail in
Ranchi on charges of money laundering through land scam. Soren was
arrested by the ED on January 31 this year.

DELHI LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Delhi Lieutenant Governor, VK Saxena today convened an emergency
meeting of all concerned agencies of Delhi Government to review the



situation arising out of severe waterlogging, overflow of unsilted drains and
backflow of clogged sewer lines, in wake of the pre-monsoon rains in the
City. Officials of the Delhi Jal Board, Public Works Department, Irrigation
and Flood Control Department, Municipal Corporation of Delhi, New Delhi
Municipal Council, Delhi Police, Delhi Development Authority and National
Disaster Response Force were present in the meeting. Mr. Saxena also
reviewed the preparedness and emergency response of various
departments to deal with the situation, as indeed the monsoon season is
yet to fully set in. Mr. Saxena has issued several directions for immediate
action including establishment of an 24 into seven emergency control
room, testing of all static pumps and undertaking of the desilting works of
all drains. Mr. Saxena has further issued directions for the Traffic police to
roll out regular traffic advisories in case of water logging. Irrigation and
Flood Control Department has been directed to regularly be in touch with
their counterparts in Haryana and upper reaches of Himachal Pradesh to
assess rainfall levels, discharges from Hathnikund barrage. The Delhi LG
has also asked the Revenue department to activate the disaster response
cell under Delhi Disaster Management Authority in the eventuality of
excessive rainfall. Power department will ensure that DISCOMS take
preventive measures. Mr. Saxena has said that All senior officers of
municipal bodies, engineering departments should be present in the field to
monitor critical locations.

US PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

US Presidential candidates, Joe Biden of the Democratic Party and former
President Donald Trump of the Republicans had their first showdown of the
televised debate in Atlanta on Thursday. Besides hurling personal attacks
on each other, their debate touched the the topics like, economy,
immigration, healthcare. Trump began the debate by boasting about the
state of the economy during his tenure and handling Covid-19 pandemic.
Answering the question over increased prices, the President Biden blamed
the Donald Trump’s government over their alleged mismanagement of
economy during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr Biden said that he got a
economy that was on free fall, economy had collapsed and the
unemployment rate was on fifteen per cent which was terrible. In response
to this, Mr Trump claimed that the US had the greatest economy when he
was in power. Trump said, they got hit with Covid, and they spent the



money necessary so they wouldnt end up in a great depression. While
commenting on the Israel Hamas war, President Biden took the stance that
Hamas should never be allowed to continue. Former President Trump again
hit back at President Biden saying if he was in power, he would let the war
go on.

RAJYA SABHA

The Rajya Sabha today took up discussion on the motion of thanks on the
President Dropoudi Murmu’s address to the joint sitting of Parliament
amidst opposition’s ruckus on the NEET examination issue. A total of 21
hours have been allotted for the discussion. Initiating the discussion, BIP
MP Sudhanshu Trivedi highlighted the achievements of the government in
the last ten years. In the recent Lok Sabha elections, he said, the NDA has
got more vote shares in the Southern states in comparison to the Congress
party. The BJP MP added that the Congress party failed to get three digit
marks in Lok Sabha in the third attempt. Mr. Trivedi said that India has
become the fifth largest economy in the world leaving behind Great Britain.
He said that the government has distributed 34 crore LED bulbs which
shows its commitment towards green energy. Another party MP Rakesh
Sinha also criticized the Congress for undermining the Constitution. He
said, the opposition works with the mindset of flexible morals which means
whenever they win elections they praise EVM while they criticize the EVM
when they face defeat. YSR Congress MP Gola Babu Rao praised the BIP-
led government for abrogating Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir. He said
architect of the Indian Constitution Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was in favour of
abrogation of article 370 in J&K. He also asked Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh and TDP chief Chandrababu Naidu to demand for special category
status to Andhra Pradesh as he is also an alliance partner in the National
Democratic Alliance. He said Andhra Pradesh lacks on development indices
and according special status would help in overall development of the
state. Kavita Patidar, Krishna Lal Panwar, Dr. Bhim Singh, Dr. Anil Bonde,
Ram Chander Jangra of BJP and others participated in the discussion. The
discussion is underway.

VIKRAM MISRI



The 1989 batch Indian Foreign Service IFS officer Vikram Misri has been
appointed as the next Foreign Secretary. He will succeed Vinay Mohan
Kwatra whose tenure is ending on 14th of next month. Mr Misri is currently
serving as Deputy National Security Advisor in the National Security Council
Secretariat. He has served as Indian Envoy in China, Myanmar and Spain.
Mr Misri has the rare distinction of serving as Private Secretary to three
Prime Ministers, Inder Kumar Gujral in 1997, Manmohan Singh in 2012 and
Narendra Modi in 2014.

WOMEN'S CRICKET

In Women’s Cricket, the one off test match between India and South Africa
is underway at the M.A. Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai. Indian Captain
Harmanpreet Kaur won the toss and elected to bat. Indian women went off
on a scoring spree as in the first session itself they crossed the 100 mark,
making 130. Both the openers, Shafali Varma and Smriti Mandhana hit a
century. Smriti scored 149. Till last reports, hosts India were 297 for 1.
This is India’s third Test match of the season whereas South Africa is
playing their third of this calendar year away from home. Before this match
South African women played test match in India nearly 10 year’s ago, in
November 2014. In Chennai, the sky is going to be overcast in the first half
of the Test while there is forecast of rain for the latter half. With the
practice pitches offering ample turn, spinners are expected to play a major
role as the game progresses.



