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REV. PM-MAHA CAMPAIGN



Campaigning for the fifth, sixth and seventh phases of Lok Sabha
elections has intensified. Prime Minister and senior BIP leader Narendra
Modi will campaign in Maharashtra today. Mr Modi will address election
rallies in Dindori and Kalyan. He will also hold a roadshow in Mumbai this
evening. More from our correspondent:

(V/C : CPRARTHNA)

Prime Minister and senior Bharatiya Janata Party leader
Narendra Modi will _address a campaign rally in the tribal
dominated Dindori district of Maharashtra. In Dindori, Prime
Minister will be canvassing in favour of Union Minister and BJP
candidate Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar who is contesting against
NCP(SP) candidate Bhaskar Bhagare. Later he will address a rally

in Kalyan Lok Sabha constituency where chief minister Eknath
Shinde’s son and two term MP Shrikant Shinde is contesting. In

the evening, Shri Modi will hold a roadshow in Mumbai. Chief

minister Eknath Shinde, deputy CMs Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit

Pawar and city BIP chief Ashish Shelar will accompany him in the
roadshow. It is likely that Shri Modi will hold another rally in

Mumbai on Friday. Prarthna, Akashvani News, Mumbai
<><>C PRARTHNA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0740
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ODISHA-AMIT SHAH RALLY

In Odisha, the electioneering is heating up for the upcoming phases of Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections. Union Home Minister and senior BIP leader
Amit Shah and senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi are scheduled to
address a number of poll rallies and roadshows in support of their
respective party candidates in the state today. Mr Shah will hold a
roadshow at Cuttack this evening after addressing public meetings at
Sorada under the Aska Lok Sabha seat and Boudh under Kandhamal
parliamentary constituency, while Rahul Gandhi will join a bike rally and
address an election rally at Bolangir. Aska and Kandhamal parliamentary
constituencies and 14 assembly segments coming under their purview will
go for vote in the fifth phase on 20th of this month, while Cuttack
parliamentary seat and seven assembly seats coming under it will go to the
polls on 25th of this month in the sixth phase. Odisha is going for
simultaneous Lok Sabha and Assembly polls this time.



<><>Prakash Dash/Bhubaneswar/Mail/0752

DELHI ELECTION CAMPAIGNING:

Political fevour has intensified in the seven Lok Sabha seats of Delhi
with key political figures holding Rallies, Public Meetings and Road Shows
to woo the voters. Yesterday, BJP's leader and former Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh, Shivraj Singh Chauhan held a public meeting in Kamla
Nagar area in favor of BJP's candidate Manoj Tiwari who is contesting from
North-East Delhi constituency. While, Assam Chief Minister and BJP's leader
Hemanta Biswa Sarma addressed a public meeting in Laxmi Nagar area in
favor of Harsh Malhotra from East-Delhi parliament constituency. On the
other side, senior Aam Aadmi Party leader and Rajya Sabha MP, Sanjay
Singh addressed a public meeting in favor of Party's candidate Mahabal
Mishra from the West Delhi Lok Sabha seat. Aam Aadmi Party's candidate
from New Delhi Lok Sabha seat, Somnath Bharti held a public meeting in
Karol Bagh area. Meanwhile, Congress candidate from the North East Delhi
seat Kanhaiya Kumar held padyatra in Gokulpuri and Ganga Vihar areas.
Congress' candidate from Chandni Chowk Lok Sabha seat, Jai Prakash
Aggarwal held a padyatra in Wazirpur JJ Colony. The voting will take place
on 25th May in Delhi.

SHUKLA FSP-I 15.05.2024
AIIMS - MOU

AIIMS New Delhi has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with University of Bolton Institute of Medicine to collaborate in the field of
medical research, innovation and education. The medical institute said in a
release that the MoU was signed through a virtual event by executives
from both institutions. It added that the partnership will encompass various
initiatives such as staff and student exchange, educational conferences and
collaborative degree programmes. Hailing the deal as a milestone, Director
of AIIMS, Professor M. Srinivas said that this will help the institutes to
address global challenges and share expertise with the world.
<><>ADARSH/0812
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TELANGANA-VOTER TURNOUT

In Telangana, a total 66.3 per cent voters cast their vote in all 17 Lok
Sabha constituencies and a bye election of Secunderabad Cantonment
Assembly segment in the incident-free polling. Revealing the details, Chief
Electoral Officer Vikas Raj informed that a total of 2 crore 20 lakh 24



thousand 806 voters out of over 3 crore 32 lakh electors have participated
in voting, which is 66.3 per cent of the total electorate. Out of them, over 2
lakh 10 thousand voters exercised their franchise in Voter Facilitation
Centers, Postal Voting Centres and through Home Voting. The 65.67 per
cent votes polled at Polling Stations is almost 3 per cent higher compared
to the voting of the 2019 elections. Meanwhile, the highest voting polled
was at Bhongir at 76.78 per cent while the lowest of 48.48 per cent
recorded at Hyderabad Lok Sabha constituency. The CEO, has said the
intensive efforts put in by election machinery has resulted in higher voter
turnout.

<>M. S. Lakshmi, Hyderabad, MAIL, 0700 hrs.

SHUKLA FSP-I 15.05.2024
ED-AAP CO-ACCUSED

The Enforcement Directorate has informed the Delhi High Court that
the Aam Aadmi Party will be made co-accused in the alleged liquor policy
scam. The case has seen three of its key leaders - including party chief and
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal land behind bars. This will be the first
time a political party will be made an accused in a case.

The probe agency told the court, which was hearing the bail plea of
AAP leader and former Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia, that a
supplementary chargesheet will be filed in the case and the party will be
named in it.

The Enforcement Directorate is probing the money laundering angle
of the alleged scam and the move comes just days after the Supreme
Court granted Mr Kejriwal interim bail to campaign in the Lok Sabha
elections.

In October last year, the question of making the AAP an accused was
raised by the Supreme Court, which had asked why the political party was
not being named if it had - as per the ED's claims - benefited from the
alleged kickbacks in the liquor police case.

Under the excise policy, introduced in November 2021, the Delhi
government withdrew from retail sale of liquor and allowed private
licensees to run stores. In July 2022, Delhi Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar
flagged gross violations in the policy and alleged "undue benefits" to liquor
licensees. The policy was scrapped in September that year.

MK/NET/0738
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REV. IMD - WEATHER



India Meteorological Department IMD has forecast a fresh spell of
heat wave to start over Northwest India from tomorrow including
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and Haryana till the 18" of this month.
More from our correspondant:

[ VC - Adarsh / mail ]

The IMD added that hot and humid weather will prevail over
coastal Maharashtra and Goa today, and over Gujarat till
tomorrow. Meanwhile, the weather agency has predicted light to
moderate rainfall with thunderstorm, lightning and squally winds
over Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and

Gujarat today. These conditions will also continue over West
Bengal, Sikkim and Andaman and Nicobar Islands during the next

6 days. In North India, similar conditions will prevail over Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana during next 6 days. The IMD said that maximum
temperatures will rise by 2 to 4 degrees Celsius over Central India
during next 4 days. No significant change is expected over rest of
the country.

<><>ADARSH/0810
SHUKLA FSP-II 15.05.2024
SINGAPORE-NEW PM

Singapore’s deputy leader Lawrence Wong is set to be sworn in as
the nation’s fourth Prime Minister today. Fifty-one-old US-trained
economist, Mr Wong will succeed 72-year-old Lee Hsien Loong, who
stepped down after two decades at the helm. Lee’s resignation marked the
end of a family dynasty led by his father Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore’s
charismatic first leader who built the colonial trading outpost into a
business-friendly, affluent country during 31 years in office. Wong, a civil
servant turned politician, came to prominence while coordinating the
successful fight against COVID-19 in the tiny nation of some six million
people.Lee will stay on as a senior minister, a path taken by all former
premiers. Since becoming an independent nation in 1965, Singapore has
only had three Prime Ministers - all from the ruling People's Action Party.
MK/NET/0832HRS
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NOBEL LAUREATE-ALICE MUNRO



Canadian author Alice Munro and Nobel laureate passed away at her
home in Ontario at the age of 92 on Monday. She wrote short stories for
more than 60 years, often focusing on life in rural Canada. Sh was often
compared to Russian writer Anton Chekhov for the insight and compassion
found in her stories. Munro was recipient of the Nobel Prize for literature in
2013. The Nobel committee called Munro a "master of contemporary short
story". Her first major break-through came in 1968, when her short story
collection, Dance of The Happy Shades, about life in the suburbs of
western Ontario, won Canada's highest literary honour, the Governor
General's Award. It was the first of three Governor General's Awards she
would win in her lifetime. In 2009, Munro won the Man Booker Prize
International Prize for lifetime achievement. The judges said in a statement
at the time that to read Alice Munro is to learn something every time that
you never thought of before. Munro has published thirteen collections of
stories as well as one novel, Lives of Girls and Women, and two volumes of
Selected Stories.

Munro, the daughter of a fox farmer and a schoolteacher, was born
in 1931 in Wingham, Ontario. Many of her stories are set in the area and
chronicle the region's people, culture and the way of life. While pursuing
higher education, Munro said she spent about half her time on academics
and the other half writing. Munro said in an interview with the Guardian in
2013 that she had been writing personal stories all her life. Her last
collection of stories, Dear Life, was published in 2012. It included a
collection of partly-autobiographical stories.

MK/NET/0915HRS
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MANIKA BATRA- RANKING

India's ace women's table tennis player Manika Batra became the
first Indian woman paddler to break into the top 25 of the world Women's
singles rankings. She rose to her career-best ranking of 24, following her
success in the Saudi Smash, last week. She also equalled G. Sathyan's five
year old record for the highest rank achieved by an Indian in singles table
tennis. Manika, the 2018 Commonwealth Games gold medallist in individual
and team categories, jumped 15 spots following her run in Jeddah, where
she reached the quarterfinals.
CB/VISHNU/NET/0741



