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USA - NUCLEAR TEST

The United States conducted a subcritical nuclear test at Nevada earlier this week. The
experiment, the third under the administration of President Joe Biden, was carried out
on Tuesday to collect essential data regarding the country's nuclear warheads. The US
Department of Energy's National Nuclear Security Administration said, it relies on
subcritical tests to support the safety and effectiveness of nuclear warheads, without
the use of nuclear explosive testing. The US government had announced a moratorium
on tests involving nuclear explosions in 1992, however, successive administrations have
continued subcritical tests. The last subcritical test took place in September 2021.

US-SAUDI

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman met with US National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan to review nearly finalized strategic agreements between Saudi Arabia and the
United States. They also discussed a broad bilateral agreement and Israel's war in
Gaza. The announcement by the state-run Saudi Press Agency said that meeting was
held in Saudi city of Dhahran today. The discussions focused on enhancing strategic
relations and furthering cooperation in various sectors. During the meeting, the leaders
discussed the advancement of these strategic agreements, which are nearing
completion. They also addressed efforts related to the Palestinian issue, seeking a
credible path toward a two-state solution that respects the aspirations and legitimate
rights of the Palestinian people. The White House said on Friday that Sullivan would
visit Saudi Arabia and Israel to discuss bilateral and regional matters, including Gaza
and efforts to achieve lasting peace and security in the region.

PM - WEST BENGAL

Senior BIP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address there public meetings
in West Bengal tomorrow. He will address a public meeting at around 12:30 pm in
Purulia Lok Sabha constituency in support of party's Lok Sabha candidate. Later Mr.
Modi will address another two public meetings at Bishnupur of Bakura district and at
Kharagpur of Medinipur Lok Sabha constituency in the afternoon.<><><>

NEW. NT.IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru,RCB beat Chennai Super Kings, CSK by 27
runs in a do-or-die game at the M. Chinnaswami Stadium in Bengaluru, to enter the



playoffs. Put into bat first, RCB posted a total of 218 for 5 but they need to stop CSK
below 201 to alive in the playoffs race. Faf du Plessis scored 54 off 39 while Virat Kohli
played 47 off 29 balls for RCB. In reply, CSK could score 191 for seven in stipulated 20
overs with the help of Rachin Ravindra's 61 off 37 balls and failed to reach in the top
four. With the win, RCB joined Kolkata Knight Riders, Rajasthan Royals, and Sunrisers
Hyderabad in the playoffs while CSK were eliminated. The IPL 2024 playoffs will start
on 21st of this month with two teams locking horns in qualifier 1 at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad.

KERALA RAIN ALERTS

Heavy rain continues to lash across Kerala. The Meteorological department has
predicted heavy rains to continue till Tuesday. Red alert is issued in Pathanamthitta,
Kottayam and Idukki districts for today and tomorrow; orange alert in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha and Ernakulam districts; and yellow alert in
Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode and Wayanad districts. Quarrying and
mining activities have been banned in Pathanamthitta and Idukki districts. Control
rooms are opened. Hilly areas are in high alert as there is a possibility of landslides and
flash floods. People have been asked to move to safer places. Night travel and tourist
activities are restricted in hilly regions. Fishing is banned on the Kerala coast due to
strong winds and bad weather.

REV IMD- WEATHER

Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) forecasts extremely heavy rainfall for the next
three days in the southern regions of the country, while heavy to very heavy rainfall is
likely to continue over south Peninsular India during the next 5 days. IMD said that
isolated extremely heavy rainfall is also very likely over Tamil Nadu and Kerala till the
21st of this month. Southwest Monsoon is likely to advance into the South Andaman
Sea, some parts of Southeast Bay of Bengal, and Nicobar Islands during the next 48
hours. Red alert has been issued in Pathanamthitta, Kottayam and Idukki
districts for today and tomorrow; orange alert in Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Alappuzha and Ernakulam districts; and yellow alert in Thrissur,
Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode and Wayanad districts.

The weather agency also predicts that heat wave to severe heat wave conditions
are likely to continue over the plains of Northwest India during next four days, and heat
wave conditions are likely over East and Central India during next two days. Heat wave



conditions are very likely in some parts of East Uttar Pradesh during the next three
days, West Uttar Pradesh from tomorrow to 22nd of this month, and in isolated pockets
over Uttarakhand, Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh till 22nd of this month.

IMD said that a gradual rise by about 2 to 4 degrees Celsius in maximum
temperatures is very likely over many parts of Central India during the next 5 days. IMD
said that heat wave conditions yesterday prevailed at most places over West Rajasthan,
in some pockets over Haryana-Chandigarh-Delhi, Punjab, East Rajasthan and isolated
pockets over Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Gujarat. Met department has issed a Red
Alert for Delhi today as heatwave conditions are likely in many parts of the
city. Red Alert has also been issued for Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab, West
Rajasthan. An Orange Alert has been issued for Uttar Pradesh and East
Rajasthan.

MANIPUR - SHOT

In Manipur, unknown armed miscreants shot at three labourers of a construction
company, as one among them succumbed to bullet injury. According to the Police
report, the incident occurred last night at Naoremthong area under Lamphel Police
Station of Imphal West district. Armed miscreants dragged out the three labourers and
shot them on the spot. One labourer succumbed to bullet shot on the spot, while
remaining two are in hospital for medical treatment. All labourers are residents of
Jharkhand State. It may be mentioned that a person who worked as fashion designer
and spa owner was shot in leg yesterday by unknown armed miscreants in Imphal West
district.

EC SIXTH PHASE NOMINATIONS

A total of 889 candidates from eight states and Union Territories will contest elections in
the Sixth Phase of Lok Sabha Elections. This includes 20 contesting candidates for the
adjourned poll in Anantnag-Rajouri Parliamentary Constituency of Jammu and Kashmir.
Election Commission said in a statement that a total of 1978 nominations were filed for
58 Constituencies going for polls in this phase.

The last date for filing nhominations for this phase was 6th May. After the scrutiny
of all nominations filed, 900 nominations were found to be valid. For the sixth phase,
Uttar Pradesh had a maximum of 470 nomination forms from 14 Parliamentary
Constituencies, followed by Haryana with 370 nominations from 10 seats. Ranchi
Parliamentary Constituency in Jharkhand received the maximum number of nominations



with 70 forms filed followed by North East Delhi seat with 69 nomination forms.
EC SEIZURES

Election Commission’s concerted crackdown on money power and inducements in the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections has resulted in seizures by the agencies worth 8 thousand
889 crore rupees. The poll body said in a statement that enhanced vigil against
inducements including drugs and psychotropic substances has resulted in big seizure
actions and continuous surge. Drug seizures worth over three thousand 958 crore
rupees amount to 45 percent of seizures. With increasing intensity of campaigning, the
Commission is keeping close tab on attempts to influence voters through inducements.
It has directed the CEOs and enforcement agencies to step up the vigil.

SRI LANKA - SEETHA TEMPLE

In Sri Lanka, the Kumbhabhishekam at Seetha Amman temple - Seetha Eliya will be
held today. About 25 litres of Saryu water has been flown in from Ayodhya for the
ceremony in addition to 5000 laddoos from Tirumala Tirupati Temple. On the occasion,
devotees from several parts of India and Nepal have joined those in Sri Lanka as the
temple is part of the Ramayana trail. Spiritual leaders, members from Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, World Ramayana Conference, and devotees from Ram temple in Ayodhya will
be part of the ceremony. Seetha Eliya or Ashok Vatika is believed to be the location
where Sita was kept hostage by Ravana.

J&K - TERROR ATTCKS

In Jammu and Kashmir, a former sarpanch was killed while a tourist couple from Jaipur
was injured yesterday in two separate terror attacks in Shopian and Anantnag districts.
In the first incident, terrorists opened fire at a former sarpanch Aijaz Sheikh, in
Shopian's Hirpora area who later succumbed to injuries at a hospital. In another
incident, two people from Jaipur were injured after terrorists opened fire at a tourist
camp in Anantnag district. The injured were rushed to a hospital in a critical condition.

The area has been cordoned off and search operations have been launched to
nab the attackers, the officials said.

The back-to-back attacks come at a time when campaigning for the
parliamentary polls in the Anantnag-Rajouri seat is going on. Polling in Baramulla will be
held tomorrow in the fifth round of polls.

Singhal/Net/0817 hrs



ELECTIONS - PROMINENT CANDIDATES

The fate of 695 candidates including some prominent ministers and MPs will be sealed
as people from 49 constituencies across six states and two Union territories vote
tomorrow. Voting will take place in 13 seats of Maharashtra, 14 in Uttar Pradesh, 7 in
West Bengal, 5 each in Bihar and Odisha, 3 in Jharkhand, and one each in UTs of
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. Key Candidates in this phase include: Mr Rajnath
Singh, Ms Smriti Irani and Mr Piyush Goyal of BJP, Mr Rahul Gandhi and Mr K L Sharma
of INC, Mr Omar Abdullah of NC and Mr Chirag Paswan of LJP(Ramvilas).



