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PARAS/SK FSP-I
03.04.2024

MP-ELECTION CAMPAIGNING

In Madhya Pradesh, a total of 27 nomination papers have been filed
by 21 candidates for seven Lok Sabha seats in the second phase. Elections
on these seats will be held on 26 April.

At the same time, the election campaign for the first phase has
intensified. Voter awareness activities are also in full swing.

(V/C : SANJEEV SHARMA)

In Madhya Pradesh, the campaign has started gaining
momentum after the arrival of star campaigners. Bharatiya Janata
Party national president JP Nadda addressed several meetings in
Jabalpur and Shahdol yesterday. He said that the last 10 years
under the leadership of Prime Minister Modi have been dedicated

to the good governance and development.

Union Minister and senior BJP leader Smriti Irani will
campaign in Khajuraho today while Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will campaign in Singrauli and Sidhi on 6 April.

On the other hand, former Chief Minister and senior congress
leader Kamal Nath addressed a public meeting yesterday in
Pandhurna of Chhindwara parliamentary constituency. State
Congress President Jitu Patwari took charge of campaigning in




Damoh and senior leader Jaivardhan Singh in Shivpuri. Sanjeev

Sharma, Akashvani News, Bhopal
<><>Sanjeev Sharma/Bhopal/Mail/0634

PARAS::RZ FSP-1 03-04-2024
J&K-CEO VISIT

In Jammu and Kashmir, Chief Electoral Officer (CEO), P. K. Pole,
yesterday visited the border district Rajouri to oversee preparations being
put in place for the upcoming Parliamentary Polls. Akashvani Jammu
Correspondent reports that the CEO also assessed the status of District
election team while chairing a review meeting with all the concerned
officers and reviewed arrangements related to the conduct of Lok Sabha
Elections 2024 in the district. The CEO took stock of key aspects of the
election preparations. District Election Officer Rajouri, Om Prakash Bhagat,
provided a detailed PowerPoint Presentation, elaborating the electoral
landscape of the district. The meeting also reviewed the status of all
Assured Minimum Facilities at all the polling stations. The DEO highlighted
the completion of physical verification of polling stations, ensuring their
readiness for the upcoming elections. It was reaffirmed that adequate
resources, including EVMs and VVPAT machines, manpower besides
infrastructure, are in place to facilitate smooth conduct of elections.

<><><><>
GULSHAN RAINA/ JAMMU/ MAIL/ 0646 HRS.

PARAS/SK FSP-1
03.04.2024

KERALA-NOMINATIONS

Congress leader and sitting MP of Wayanad Parliamentary
constituency Rahul Gandhi will file his nomination papers today. He will
lead a roadshow from the bus stand premises at Kalpetta, and will be
accompanied by party General Secretaries Priyanka Gandhi, K C Venugopal
and other leaders.

LDF candidate, Annie Raja of the CPI will also submit her nomination
papers today.

NDA candidate and State President of the BJP, K Surendran, who is
also contesting from the constituency, will file his nomination papers
tomorrow.



The constituency will witness a triangular fight involving UDF, LDF
and NDA candidates.

Kerala is among the 12 states / Union Territories going to the polls in
the second phase, where polling is scheduled to take place on the 26th of
this month. Tomorrow is the last date for filing nominations. The scrutiny
will take place on the 5th and the last date for the withdrawal of
candidature is on the 8th of this month.

<><>Raj Mohan/Kochi/Mail/0648

PARAS FSP-II 03-04-2024
US-UK-ISRAEL

US President Joe Biden and UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak have
condemned the killing of seven humanitarian aid workers in Gaza by the
Israel's assault. The US president said, he was outraged and heartbroken
and accused Israel of not doing enough to protect aid workers. Israel has
promised an independent investigation after the UK, US, Canada, Australia
and Poland lost nationals in yesterday's attack. Three of the killed aid
workers were British nationals, one each from Poland, Australian and
Palestinian and a US-Canadian citizen. Acknowledging that Israel's forces
had hit innocent people, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
pledged an independent investigation. Israeli President Isaac Herzog has
apologized for the deaths.

Mr Biden called for Israel's investigation to be conducted swiftly, and
said it must bring accountability and its findings be made public. UK Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak spoke to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
yesterday and demanded a thorough and transparent independent
investigation into the killing of the aid workers. Mr. Sunak added that Israel
needed to end restrictions on humanitarian aid and protect civilians.
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorsk have also
condemned the killing of aid workers. <><>

SANJEEV/NET/ 0712 HRS
PARAS/SK FSP-1 03.04.2024

UTTARAKHAND-HARIDWAR CONSTITUENCY



In Uttarakhand, elections will be held on all five Lok Sabha seats in
the first phase, where 83 lakh 37 thousand 914 voters of the state will
decide the fate of the 55 candidates in the elections. Our correspondent
reports that the Haridwar Lok Sabha seat emerges as the focal point of
attention, with a record-breaking 14 candidates vying for victory. The stage
is set for a fierce electoral battle as contenders vie for the trust and
support of the electorate.

More from our correspondent.......

(V/C : SANJEEV SUNDRIYAL)

The Haridwar parliamentary constituency is gearing up for a
high-stakes electoral showdown with a record-breaking 14
candidates throwing their hats into the ring. Among the key
contenders are Trivendra Singh Rawat from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), Virendra Rawat from the Congress, and Jamil Ahmed
from the Bahujan Samaj Pa BSP).

7 independent candidates including MLA Umesh Kumar from
Haridwar's Khanpur Assembly seat have made the elections more
interesting by staking claim on this seat.

A total of 21 candidates filed nominations from the Haridwar
parliamentary constituency, out of which seven nominations were
found incomplete and subsequently rejected. It may be recalled

that there are 14 assembly constituencies in the Haridwar Lok
Sabha seat and 20 lakh 35 thousand 726 voters will decide the

fate of the candidates in the elections. To facilitate seamless

voting, authorities have established 2 thousand 318 polling
stations across the Haridwar seat, ensuring accessibility and
convenience for voters on Election Day.

In the last Lok Sabha elections, Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank of the BJP emerged victorious from this seat, defeating
his nearest rival, Ambrish Kumar of the Congress, by 2 lakh 58

thousand 729 votes. Sanjeev Sundriyal, Akashvani News,
Dehradun

<><>Sanjeev Sundriyal/Dehradun/Mail/0714
PARAS FSP-I
03.04.2024
NCERT-BOOKS
National Council of Educational Research and Training NCERT has



said that it is making every effort to provide school books on time. In a
social media post, it said, about 33 lakh books of classes 1, 2, 7, 8, 10 and
12 have been printed and delivered to bookshops. NCERT said, the new
syllabus books for classes 3 and 6 will be published this month and in May.
It said, books for classes 4, 5, 9 and 11 will be available in the market this
month. NCERT requested all students and parents to be patient and not
get worried.

The response of NCERT came amid reports of non-availability of
school books in many states.

<><>ANUPAM/0738

PARAS FSP-I 03.04.2024
PM-LUIS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has congratulated Mr. Luis Montenegro
on being sworn in as the Prime Minister of the Portuguese Republic. In a
social media post today, Mr. Modi said, he is looking forward to working
together to further strengthen India-Portugal long-standing bilateral ties.
<><><> Bhupendra/1125

PARAS FSP-II 03.04.2024
INDIA- WORLD BANK

The Indian economy is projected to grow at 7.5 per cent in 2024, the
World Bank has said, revising its earlier projections for the same period by
1.2 per cent.

According to the World Bank's most recent South Asia Development
Update, overall growth in South Asia is forecast to be strong at 6 per cent
in 2024, driven mostly by robust development in India and recoveries in
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

According to the report, South Asia is expected to remain the fastest-
growing region in the world for the next two years, with growth projected
to be 6.1 per cent in 2025. <><> NEELAM/NET/1114 HRS

PARAS::SK FSP-1 03-04-2024
SAMBHAJINAGAR FIRE

In Maharashtra, seven people from the same family died in a fire
incident in Chhavni (Cantonment area), Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar early



this morning. Fire took place in a three-story building around 3 am. Three
women and two children were among those who died. The bodies were
taken to Government Hospital. The cause of the fire is still being
investigated by the police.

<><>RNU/SAMBHAJINAGAR/MAIL/1110 HRS

PARAS FSP-II 03.04.2024
IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals will face Kolkata Knight Riders today at
Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy Cricket Stadium in Visakhapatnam. The match will
start at 7.30 PM, IST.

Lucknow Super Giants defeated Royal Challengers Bengaluru by 28
runs at Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru last night. Chasing a target of
182, Bengaluru were all out for 153 runs in 19.4 overs. Earlier, put in to
bat first, Lucknow posted a target of 181 runs in the stipulated 20 overs.
LSG pacer Mayank Yadav who took three wickets, was adjudged as the
Player of the Match. Mayank clocked 156.7 km per hour to bowl the fastest
delivery in the ongoing edition and overall the fourth fastest in the history
of the entire tournament. <><>

NET/CB/1205

PARAS FSP-II 03.04.2024

FUR. REV. TAIWAN-EARTHQUAKE

At least four people were killed and nearly 60 others injured by a powerful
earthquake in Taiwan today. An earthquake measuring 7.4 on the Richter
Scale hit Taiwan's eastern shores today, triggering tsunami warnings in the
region. The United States Geological Survey (USGS) said the quake had a
magnitude of 7.4, with its epicentre 18 kilometres south of Taiwan's
Hualien City at a depth of 34.8 km. The director of Taipei’s Seismology
Centre Wu Chien Fu said, the earthquake is felt all over Taiwan and
offshore island and it is the strongest in 25 years. According to the initial
reports, multiple buildings have partially collapsed in Hualien and are
shown leaning at precarious angles.

The tremor triggered tsunami alerts in southern Japan also. As per
reports, a 30-centimeter tsunami was recorded at Yonaguni Island around
9:18 am. Japan time today. In response, the Japan Meteorological Agency
sounded the alarm for Miyakojima and Okinawa islands, cautioning



residents about imminent waves as high as 3 meters. The Philippines'
seismology agency has also issued a tsunami warning. Chinese state media
said, tremors were felt in parts of China's south-eastern Fujian province.

<><><> SANJEEV/NET/1143 HRS

PARAS::RZ FSP-I 03-04-2024
J&K-UDHAMPUR CONSTITUENCY
In Jammu and Kashmir, the fate of 12 candidates will be decided by
over 16.23 lakh voters of 4-Udhampur Lok Sabha seat in the first phase of
General Elections to be held on April 19. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent
reports that the 4-Udhampur parliamentary constituency is spread over five
districts including Kishtwar, Doda, Ramban, Udhampur and Kathua. There
are 16,23,195 registered voters in the Udhampur Lok Sabha seat including
8,45,283 male, 7,77,899 female and 13 transgender electors. The Election
Commission of India has set up 2637 polling stations across the
constituency, of which 2457 are situated in rural areas and 180 in urban
areas, ensuring accessibility and convenience for voters from all corners of
the constituency. Of notable mention is the inclusion of 23,637 Persons
with Disabilities (PWDs) within the electoral roll. The young voters, aged
18-19 years, stands at 45,825 male voters, 38,641 female voters and 2
transgender, totaling 84,468 potential first-time voters. The constituency
boasts a considerable elderly population, with 12,020 male voters and
13,612 female voters aged 80 above, totaling 25,632 seasoned voters
contributing to the electoral discourse.
<><><><>
GULSHAN RAINA/ JAMMU/ MAIL/ 0833 HRS

PARAS FSP-1 03.04.2024
EC - LAW & ORDER

The Election Commission will hold a meeting with law enforcement
agencies of States and Union Territories this afternoon to review and
assess the law and order situation, prevention of illicit activities and
seizures. The meeting will also review the steps related to strict vigil across
inter-state and international borders.

Yesterday, the poll body had appointed Special Observers in six
states to provide critical feedback and vigilant oversight for a level playing
field during the upcoming Lok Sabha and assembly polls. The states are
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and Bihar where the population



is more than seven crore along with Andhra Pradesh and Odisha where the
simultaneous elections to the assemblies are to be held. The Commission
has also deployed Special Expenditure Observers in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and Odisha to clamp down on
money power in elections and strengthen the existing election expenditure
monitoring.

<><>DIWAKER/1212



