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POLLING:

A high voter turnout of over 62.37 per cent was reported in the 102
Lok Sabha seats which went to polls in the first phase of the Lok Sabha
elections yesterday. Polling remained largely peaceful with voters from
various walks participating enthusiastically despite the heat wave in a
dazzling display of civic responsibility and pride. The 102 constituencies are
spread over 17 states and four Union Territories.

A total of 1625 candidates were in the fray in this phase. Senior BIP



leaders and Union Ministers Nitin Gadkari, Sarbananda Sonowal, Kiren
Rijiju, Dr Jitendra Singh, Sanjeev Balyan and as well as BIP leaders
Tamilisai Soundararajan and Jitin Prasada, and Congress leaders Gaurav
Gogoi, Karti Chidambaram and Nakul Nath and DMK's Dayanidhi Maran are
prominent faces whose political fate were sealed in the EVMs yesterday.

The Election Commission thanked voters and the entire election
machinery. Fifty-six villages in Chhattisgarh's Bastar and the Shompen tribe
of Great Nicobar voted for the first time. The Shompen tribe are the
indigenous people of the interior of Great Nicobar Island and are
designated as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group. A large nhumber of
first-time voters also participated enthusiastically.

<><><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said yesterday there was a great
response to the first phase of Lok Sabha elections. In a social media post,
Mr Modi thanked all those who voted.

<><><>

Scrutiny of nomination papers for the third phase of Lok Sabha
elections will take place today. The filing of papers for the phase ended last
evening. 94 Parliamentary seats in 10 States and two Union Territories will
go to polls in this phase on the 7th of May. Monday is the last day for the
withdrawal of candidature.

Filing of nominations for the fourth phase of Lok Sabha polls began
on Thursday. 96 Parliamentary seats spread over nine States and a Union
Territory will go to polls in this phase on the 13th of May. Simultaneously,
notification was issued for single-phase Assembly elections in Andhra
Pradesh for 175 seats and the first phase of Assembly polls in Odisha for
28 constituencies.

<><><>

SB: MEENU SSP-1 20.04.2024
KARNATAKA-CAMPAIGN

The election campaign for the II phase of the Lok Sabha election has
intensified in Karnataka where elections will be held on 14 seats in the
southern part of the State. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is arriving in the
State today afternoon. He will address a public rally near Chokkahalli
village in Chickballapur district and another at Bengaluru palace grounds in



the evening. He will campaign for the party candidates of six constituencies
in both places. The JD(S) which has a coalition with BJP has fielded its
candidate from Kolar and will be joining the public rally of the Prime
Minister today. Congress has been campaigning in this region with Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and D K Shivakumar both shared the stage with
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in Kolar a few days back. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah is campaigning in Mysore and Mandya constituencies while D
K Shivakumar is campaigning in Mandya today.

<>Sudhindra / Bengaluru/MAIL/1015 HRS.

SB: MEENU SSP-1 20.04.2024
GUJARAT ELECTION

In Gujarat, 491 nomination forms for the 26 seats of Loksabha and
39 forms for the five Assembly seats where by-polls are scheduled were
received. Yesterday was the last date for filing nominations for the third
phase of Parliamentary elections. The scrutiny of the nomination forms will
be held today and the nominations can be withdrawn till the 22nd of this
month. The State will go for polls on the 7th of May.

Senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah filed the
nomination from the Gandhinagar Loksabha seat yesterday. BIP State
President CR Patil also filed his nomination from the Navsari seat
yesterday. On the other hand, Senior Congress Leader Paresh Dhanani also
submitted his nomination from the Rajkot Loksabha seat.<>Aparna
Khunt /Ahmedabad /MAIL/0755 HRS

With only a few days left for Lok Sabha polls in Kerala on the 26th of
April, the three major political fronts are campaigning in full swing. Today,
Union Minister and Senior BJP leader Nirmala Sitharaman is campaigning
for NDA in Thiruvananthapuram. Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi will visit
Chalakudy, Pathanamthitta and Thiruvananthapuram constituencies for the
UDF campaign today. Meanwhile, CPI National General Secretary D. Raja
will campaign for LDF in Wayanad today. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan is
campaigning in Vadakara today.

<><><>
India delivered the first batch of BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles to the
Philippines yesterday. According to official sources, the first batch was



delivered onboard transport aircraft of the Indian Air Force. The Philippines
is acquiring the systems under the Horizon Two of the Revised Armed
Forces of the Philippines Modernisation Programme. In January 2022, the
Philippines concluded a 375-million dollar deal with India for three batteries
of shore-based, anti-ship variant of the BrahMos becoming the first export
customer for the joint venture missile between India and Russia.
<><><>
The United States has imposed sanctions on three China-based
companies and one from Belarus for providing ballistic missile components
to Pakistan. The companies, Xi‘an Longde Technology Development,
Tianjin Creative Source International Trade and Granpect Co. Ltd from
China and Minsk Wheel Tractor Plant from Belarus supplied missile-
applicable items for Pakistan's ballistic missile programme, including its
long-range missile programme.
<><><>
North Korea today said that it has conducted test of a “super-large"
cruise missile warhead and a new anti-aircraft missile in a western coastal
area as it expands military capabilities in the face of deepening tensions
with the United States and South Korea. North Korean state media said the
tests attained an unspecified “certain goal."
<><><>
And in IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals will take on Sunrisers Hyderabad in
Delhi this evening. The match will start at 7.30 PM. Earlier, Lucknow Super
Giants defeated Chennai Super Kings by eight wickets in Lucknow last
night.



