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Senior BIP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address a
public meeting at the Police Parade Ground in Morena at 11 A.M. today.
Today is the last day for filing nomination papers for 8 Lok Sabha
constituencies in the fourth phase in Madhya Pradesh. In Madhya Pradesh,
overall 83 nomination papers have been filed by 58 candidates in the
fourth and final phase for the state so far. In the fourth phase, voting will
take place in Dewas, Mandsaur, Ratlam, Dhar, Ujjain, Indore, Khargone
and Khandwa seats. Election campaigning is also in full swing in the state.

The Prime Minister was in Madhya Pradesh yesterday too and
addressed meetings in Sagar and Betul Lok Sabha constituencies along
with a road show in Bhopal. State Congress President Jitu Patwari, former
Deputy Chief Minister of Rajasthan Sachin Pilot, former Union Minister Arun
Yadav and Rajya Sabha MP Vivek Tankha will jointly campaign today for
Congress candidates in Ujjain, Mandsaur and Dewas.
<><><>

Meanwhile preparations are in full swing for the second phase of Lok
Sabha Elections where voting will be held tomorrow, the 26th of April.
Campaigning for this phase ended last evening.



Elections will be held for 88 Lok Sabha seats in 12 States and Union
Territories including the remaining part of the Outer Manipur Lok Sabha
constituency. Twenty seats of Kerala, 14 seats of Karnataka, 13 seats of
Rajasthan, eight seats each of Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra, six seats of
Madhya Pradesh, five seats each in Assam and Bihar, three seats each of
West Bengal and Chhattisgarh and one seat each in Manipur, Tripura and
Jammu and Kashmir will go to polls in this phase.

The polling for the Betul (ST) Parliamentary Constituency of Madhya
Pradesh which was scheduled in the second phase will now be held in the
third phase due to the demise of the BSP Candidate.

A total of one thousand 198 candidates from 12 States and UTs along
with four candidates from the Outer Manipur Lok Sabha constituency are in
the fray in this phase.
<><><>

Nomination for the fourth phase of the Lok Sabha polls ends today.
The nominations will be scrutinized tomorrow and the candidates cleared
will be allowed to withdraw their candidature by the 29th of this month. 96
Lok Sabha seats spread over nine States and a Union Territory will go to
polls in this phase on the 13th of May.

In this phase, the states where voting will be held include Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Jammu and Kashmir.
<><><>

In Chhattisgarh, eighteen Maoists, including a militia platoon
commander and three women, surrendered before the police in
Dantewada district yesterday. These Maoists have surrendered before
Deputy Inspector General of Police Kamlochan Kashyap and
Superintendent of Police Gaurav Rai, under the Lone Varatu campaign.

The Superintendent of Police said, all these surrendered Maoists will
be given an incentive amount of twenty-five thousand rupees each and all
other benefits under the rehabilitation scheme of the Chhattisgarh
government.
<><><>

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast that heat wave
to severe heat wave conditions are likely to continue over East and south
Peninsular India during the next four days.

Heat Wave Conditions are likely over Bihar, Jharkhand, Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and East Uttar Pradesh. IMD said the maximum



temperatures will rise by two to three degrees Celsius over central and
East India. Heatwave conditions are likely to prevail over coastal Odisha,
Gangetic West Bengal, Bihar.

On the other hand, the weather office has predicted a fresh spell of
rainfall over Northwest India mainly from the 26th to the 28th of April.
Light to moderate rainfall is likely over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura. Heavy rainfall
accompanied by thunderstorms and gusty winds is also likely over
Northeast India on Saturday and Sunday.
<><><>

In IPL Cricket, Delhi Capitals defeated Gujarat Titans by four runs in
high scoring thriller at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi last night.

In today's fixture, Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Royal Challengers
Bangalore at the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad at 7:30
pm.
<><><>
NHRC - FORENSIC LABS

NHRC has sought a significant increase in the number of technologically
advanced forensic laboratories in the country for expeditious examination. It has also
solicited that investigation and forensics examination should be part of the process,
instead of being independent of each other. These were raised in a core group meeting
on criminal justice system reforms organised by NHRC yesterday. The focus was on
finding ways to address delay in forensic reports, areas of improvement in the
prosecution system, and simplification of language used in organs of criminal justice
system.

Addressing the meet, NHRC Chairperson Retired Justice Arun Kumar Mishra
highlighted the important role played by public prosecutors at the trial stage. He called

for creating a cadre-based service of public prosecutors to ensure transparency and



merit in their appointment. A training academy should also be set up for them with a
research and analysis wing. They also need to be supported with proper office
infrastructure, he said. He emphasised upon increased systematic coordination among
public prosecutors, forensic teams and the police. For this, their training in the legal
provisions, the concept of trial and the importance of forensics is necessary for reforms
in the criminal justice system for speedy trial.
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