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SB FSP-1 21.04.2024
FUR. REV DAY PM- MAHAVEER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, today the world is looking
towards India to ensure global peace. He was speaking at the inauguration
of the 2550th Bhagwan Mahaveer Nirvan Mahotsav, the auspicious
occasion of Mahaveer Jayanti in New Delhi today. Prime Minister Modi said,
the credit for this new role of New India is being given to our growing
capabilities and foreign policy. He said that amidst global conflicts, with
countries at war, the teachings of India's Tirthankaras have become even
more important.The dedication and attraction of the younger generation
towards Lord Mahavir assures us that the country is heading on the right
path, added the Prime Minister.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Mr Modi said, India is not only the oldest living civilization in the
world but also a safe haven for humanity. He said, India not only thinks for
itself but for all. Prime Minister said, India is projecting the mantra of truth,
non-violence with self-confidence globally.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Speaking on the occasion, Union Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal said
that the principles of Lord Mahavir are relevant even today. He said, the
principle of live and let live is very important and relevant.

(Byte - Arjun Ram Meghwal)

Mr Modi also released a commemorative stamp and coin on the
occasion. Bhagwan Mahavir, the 24th Tirthankar, illuminated the path of
peaceful co-existence and universal brotherhood through Jain principles
like Ahimsa (Non-Violence), Satya (Truthfulness), Asteya (Non-Stealing),
Brahmacharya (Chastity) and Aparigraha (Non-attachment).

21st April 2024 is the Janma Kalyanak of Bhagwan Mahavir Swami
and the Government is commemorating the occasion with the Jain
community by organising a cultural programme in Bharat Mandapam along
with Saints from the Jain community gracing the occasion and blessing the



congregation.
<><>ANAND/PHONE/DIPENDRA/1159 HRS

PM INTERVIEW

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that Central Agencies like the
Enforcement Directorate and the CBI should be allowed to work
independently and the government and politicians should not interfere in
their functioning. During an interview with a private news channel, while
replying to a question on allegations of misuse of Central agencies, Mr
Modi said that they are just doing their work and that even as a Prime
Minister he has no right to interfere in the work of ED. Mr. Modi said that
questions should be raised if the ED and CBI do not do their jobs, but here
the Opposition is instead asking why the agencies are doing their jobs. He
said, before 2014, the ED conducted only 84 searches but after 2014, a
total of 7 thousand searches were conducted which shows the efficiency of
this agency. In reply to another question, the Prime Minister said, the
model of his Government is to empower every citizen of the country
especially the poor. He said, it is the responsibility of the Government to
reduce the burden on the country's citizens.
<><><>
NOMINATIONS

The filing of nomination papers for the third phase of the Lok Sabha
elections ended on Friday. Scrutiny of papers was taken up yesterday. In
the third phase, 94 Parliamentary seats in 10 States and two Union
Territories will go to polls on the 7th of next month. Tomorrow is the last
day for the withdrawal of candidature. In Gujarat, scrutiny of nomination
forms was also taken up for by-elections to the five Assembly seats.

Meanwhile, the filing of nominations for the fourth phase of Lok
Sabha polls is underway. In this phase, 96 Parliamentary seats spread over
nine States and the UT of Jammu and Kashmir will go to polls on the 13th
of May. Nominations for this phase can be filed till the 25th of this month.
<><><>
RAHUL GANDHI:

Senior Congress leader and former National President Rahul Gandhi
will address a public meeting in Satna, Madhya Pradesh today.Mr. Gandhi
will reach BTI Ground, Satna at 12 noon. State Congress President Jitu
Patwari, Rajya Sabha MP Vivek Tankha and former Union Minister Arun
Yadav will also address the meeting. On the other hand, Chief Minister Dr



Mohan Yadav is leading the BJP campaign today. Chief Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav will address meetings in Rewa, Sagar and Chhatarpur. BJP State
President Vishnudutt Sharma will address meetings in Chandla and
Rajnagar of Khajuraho Lok Sabha and former Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will address meetings in Vidisha. State Minister Prahlad Patel will
participate in the programmes organised in Banda, Deori and Udaypura
areas.

<><><>

MAHAVIR JAYANTI - PM, PREZ:

Mahavir Jayanti, is being celebrated today with traditional religious fervor.
On this auspicious occasion, the followers of Jainism will visit Jain temples
and worship and also take out religious processions with the idol of Lord
Mahavira. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 2,550th
Bhagwan Mahaveer Nirvan Mahotsav at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi in
a short while from now. Prime Minister Modi will also release a
commemorative stamp and a coin and also address the gathering on the
occasion.

President Droupadi Murmu has extended greetings to the citizens,
especially to the Jain community on the occasion of Mahavir Jayanti. In a
message, the President said, this festival gives us the message of love and
peace. She said, on this occasion, we should take pledge to spread love
and harmony in the society and work with dedication for the development
of the nation.

SB SSP-1 21.04.2024
PREZ-CIVIL SERVICES DAY

President Droupadi Murmu and Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar
extended greetings to all civil servants across the country on Civil Services
Day today. In a social media post, the President praised Civil servants for
carrying forward the great legacy of working for the country's progress
with an indefatigable spirit. She said, civil services always face the
challenge to adapt quickly to the dynamic environment, while upholding
the three fundamental values Sardar Patel underlined in his speech on this
day in 1947 - dignity, integrity and incorruptibility. Meanwhile, the Vice
President said that as the backbone of the country's governance structure,
Civil Servants have contributed greatly to the nation's growth and progress.
He further extended wishes to all civil servants and expressed hope that



they continue to dedicate themselves towards building a Viksit Bharat by
2047.
<><>PALLAVI/0942 HRS

SB SSP-1 21.04.2024
UGC NET-REGISTRATION

The National Testing Agency (NTA) has begun the registration
process for the University Grants Commission National Eligibility Test, UGC
NET June 2024. Interested candidates can apply for the National Eligibility
Test through the link available on the official website. The registration
process will remain open till the 10th of May. The last date for submission
of the examination fee through online mode is from the 11th to the 12th of
May. The correction window will open on the 13th of May and will close on
the 15th of May. As per UGC’s notification, the examination to award
‘Junior Research Fellowship’ to eligible candidates and for the appointment
as ‘Assistant Professor’ and admission to PhD in 83 subjects will be
conducted on the 16th of June this year. The candidates are allowed to fill
out only one application. The UGC said strict action will be taken against
those who have filled in more than one application form.
<><>PALLAVI/1008 HRS

SB FSP-1 21.04.2024

ELECTION-SPECIAL STORY

In a diverse democracy like India, the "None of the Above” option stands
as a symbol of citizen’s right to voice their discontent and demand better
governance. It reinforces the principles of democracy and accountability in
the electoral process. A report:

V/C ARPITA

The "None of the Above" (NOTA) option in Indian elections is a
crucial democratic tool, allowing voters to express dissent when they find
none of the candidates suitable for office. Introduced in 2013 by the
Supreme Court, NOTA empowers citizens to participate meaningfully in the
electoral process by rejecting all candidates if they deem them unfit or
unsuitable. The origin of the NOTA option can be traced back to a public
interest litigation filed by the People's Union for Civil Liberties in 2009. The
PIL sought the right of voters to reject all candidates, highlighting the need



for an alternative to the existing choices on the ballot. Recognizing the
importance of providing voters with a mechanism to express their
disapproval, the Supreme Court ruled in favour of introducing the NOTA
option. Since its introduction, NOTA has played a significant role in Indian
elections, serving as a reflection of public sentiment and dissatisfaction
with the available candidates. It serves as a reminder to political parties
and candidates to uphold integrity, competence, and accountability,
thereby encouraging them to nominate worthy representatives. ARPITA
CHOWDHURY, AKASHVANI NEWS, DELHI.

<><>ARPITA//1021 HRS

SB/ANJALI FSP-1 21.04.2024
CONGRESS- CEC

Congress Central Election Committee meeting related to Lok Sabha
elections is underway at party headquarters in New Delhi. Party President
Mallikarjun Kharge, Congress Parliamentary Party Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi and other senior leaders are present in the meeting. Senior party
leaders from Punjab are also attending the meeting.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/1107 HRS
SB/ANJALI FSP-1 21.04.2024
KERALA POLLS

In Kerala, the campaigning is at its peak with only four days left for
the polls for all 20 Lok Sabha constituencies in Kerala. National leaders of
all three major fronts are active in campaigning. Union Minister and senior
BJP leader VK Singh will campaign for NDA in Malappuram today. CPI(M)
National General Secretary Sitaram Yechury will campaign for LDF in
Thiruvananthapuram while Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan will participate in
the Kasaragod campaign today. AICC General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
campaigned for UDF yesterday in the State. The campaign will end on
Wednesday evening. Meanwhile, the preparations for the Lok Sabha
elections are in the final stage as Kerala will go to polls on Friday.
<><>Mayusha. A.M/Thiruvananthapuram/MAIL/1028 HRS

SB FSP-1 21.04.2024
ELECTION-SPECIAL STORY
In a diverse democracy like India, the “"None of the Above” option stands



as a symbol of citizen’s right to voice their discontent and demand better
governance. It reinforces the principles of democracy and accountability in
the electoral process. A report:

V/C ARPITA
The "None of the Above"” (NOTA) option in Indian elections is

a crucial democratic tool, allowing voters to express dissent when
they find none of the candidates suitable for office. Introduced in
2013 by the Supreme Court, NOTA empowers citizens to
participate meaningfully in the electoral process by rejecting all
candidates if they deem them unfit or unsuitable. The origin of the

NOTA option can be traced back to a public interest litigation filed
by the People’s Union for Civil Liberties in 2009. The PIL sought
the right of voters to reject all candidates, highlighting the need
for an alternative to the existing choices on the ballot.
Recognizing the importance of providing voters with a mechanism
to express their disapproval, the Supreme Court ruled in favour of
introducing the NOTA option. Since its introduction, NOTA has
played a significant role in Indian elections, serving as a reflection

of public sentiment and dissatisfaction with the available
candidates. It serves as a reminder to political parties and

candidates to uphold integrity, competence, and accountability,
thereby encouraging them to nominate worthy representatives.
ARPITA CHOWDHURY, AKASHVANI NEWS, DELHLI.

<><>ARPITA//1021 HRS



