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PM MODI:

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Senior leader of Bharatiya Janata
Party, while addressing the public meeting in Ambikapur city of Surguja Lok
Sabha constituency of Chhattisgarh today, said that Congress has been
trying to reduce the reservation of scheduled tribes and scheduled castes
and wants to provide reservation on the basis of religion. Shri Modi said
that Congress wants to give the rights of Scheduled Castes, Tribes and
Backward Classes to its vote bank by changing the Constitution. He said
that only BJP can protect reservation. Shri Modi said that people who do
not want to see India strong and self-reliant want a weak government with
opposition alliance in the country. He said that the BJP government at the
Center is taking strict action against terrorism and Naxalism. Whereas,
Congress supports those who spread violence.

RAHUL GANDHI

Senior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has said that his party’s manifesto
has disturbed the Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Speaking at a Social
Justice Conclave organized by the Congress, Mr. Gandhi claimed that the
release of the party’s revolutionary manifesto has caused panic to PM Modi.
He made these remarks following PM Modi’s repeated criticism of the
Congress manifesto, where he alleged that congress is planning to
redistribute wealth of people. Notably, Congress unveiled its manifesto
earlier this month, titled ‘Nyay Patra’. This time, the Congress’ manifesto
emphasises on ‘Paanch Nyay’ and ‘Pachees Guarantee’'.

AMIT SHAH

Senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah today accused the
Congress and Communist parties of taking support from anti-national
forces like the PFI and the SDPI. Addressing a public meeting at Alappuzha



this afternoon, the BJP leader alleged that both parties encouraged
terrorism in Kerala, for the sake of minority vote bank. He said under BJP
rule, PFI-like organizations will not be allowed to thrive. Referring to the
Karunvannur Cooperative Bank scam that rocked the state, Amit Shah said
the scam brought the cooperative sector under attack. He said the scam is
being probed by the Enforcement Directorate and assured that all
depositors will receive their money back and the culprits will be punished.
Mr Shah criticised the CPI-M’s opposition to India being a nuclear power
and added that the country will remain a nuclear power in the interest of
its national security. He pointed out that despite its opposition to India
being a nuclear power, the LDF government favoured illegal mining of
mineral sand and its sale abroad. He said this election is to free Kerala
from the clutches of violence. The BJP leader said the I.N.D.I Alliance has
been exposed completely, with the Congress and Communists sharing the
same platform in Delhi while opposing each other in Kerala.

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge has said that society cannot be
changed overnight and that it requires deep deliberation and a legal basis.
While speaking at a Social Justice Conclave organised by Congress in Delhi,
Mr. Kharge added that Congress’ heroes have ensured both. He also said
that Congress has a history of fulfilling promises made to people and the
implementation of schemes like MGNREGA, RTE, RTI, and RIGHT TO FOOD
SECURITY is a true reflection of its commitment. Senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi also addressed the conclave.

DROUPADI MURMU

President Droupadi Murmu highlighted the pressing issue of climate change
and underscored the critical role of forest conservation in combating its
effects. Addressing the convocation ceremony of Indian Forest Service
Probationers at Forest Research Institute in Dehradun today, the President
said that mankind is deliberately making the mistake of forgetting the
importance of forests. She stressed that humans are not the owners but
the protectors of the earth’s invaluable resources. The President
encouraged probation officers to shoulder the vital duties of conserving,
promoting, and nurturing forests. He expressed confidence that they would
wholeheartedly fulfill this crucial responsibility. In the convocation



ceremony as many as Ninety-nine probationers from the Indira Gandhi
National Forest Academy, along with two trainee officers from the friendly
nation of Bhutan graduated from the academy’s 2022-24 Course. In the
current batch, Madhya Pradesh has got the maximum number of 15
officers and Uttarakhand got three officers.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE-PM

The 6th edition of International Conference on Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure has begun today in New Delhi and will continue till
tomorrow. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said it is important to invest
in resilient infrastructure for a better tomorrow. While addresing the 6th
International Conference on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure via a video
message, Prime Minister Modi highlighted that while disasters are often
measured in monetary terms, their true toll is felt by individuals, families,
and communities. He stressed the need for resilience to be incorporated
into both new infrastructure projects and post-disaster reconstruction
efforts. In a world where the impact of disasters transcends borders, Prime
Minister Modi urged the necessity for collective resilience among nations.



SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court today reserved its verdict on a batch of petitions
seeking a cent per cent cross-verification of the vote count in Electronic
Voting machines (EVMs) with Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)
paper slips. A bench comprising Justices Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta
posed a series of questions to the Election Commission of India (ECI) about
the functioning of EVMs. During the hearing, the bench extensively
interacted with ECI official to understand the workings of the EVMs and
VVPATs and their security features. ECI assured that it is impossible to
tamper with EVMs at any stage. It further clarified that the microcontrollers
cannot be accessed physically and have a one-time programme burnt into
them. ECI added that there have been 41,629 instances of random
verification to date, and over four crore VVPAT paper slips were matched.
While reposing faith in the ECI, the Bench clarified that it would look into
the possible reforms needed to strengthen the current polling system. The
Supreme Court, however, disagreed with the idea of a return to paper
ballots. The ECI also asserted that the complete counting of the VVPAT
slips is not practically feasible. Currently, VVPAT slips of five randomly
selected EVMs in every assembly segment are verified. The petitioners,
including the Association for Democratic Reforms, had argued that 97 crore
registered voters in the country had a right to a more transparent electoral
system, with or without EVMs.

PM MODI WISHES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended his best wishes to Swami
Gautamanandaji Maharaj on being elected as the President of the
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission. In his message, Mr. Modi
said he was sure that he would guide society to greater wisdom and
compassion.



