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BJP- ECI RAHUL GANDHI

The BJP today knocked the doors of Election Commission over senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's match-fixing allegations on the party with regard to the Lok Sabha polls.
A BJP delegation led by senior party leader and Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri also
brought to the notice of the Commission Mr. Gandhi's allegations of undermining Indian



democracy as well as remarks related to EVM issue. Talking to media after meeting with
the poll body in New Delhi, Mr. Puri accused Mr. Rahul Gandhi of doing low-level
politics. He said they have urged the Commission to take stringent action in this
matter. Another party leader Arun Singh alleged that Congress and other opposition
leaders are making such allegations sensing their defeat in the Lok Sabha polls.
Yesterday while addressing an Opposition rally at Ramlila ground in Delhi, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi had alleged that BJP cannot win the Lok Sabha polls without EVMs,
match-fixing and Central agencies.
PM-RAJASTHAN (for morning)
In Rajasthan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will today (02.04.2024, Tuesday) address
an election rally in Kotputli under Jaipur rural lok sabha constituency. PM Modi will
reach the meeting venue in the Molahera village at about 1.30 PM. He will address this
public meeting in Kotputli in support of the party's candidate from Jaipur Rural Lok
Sabha seat, Rao Rajendra Singh. This will be the prime minister's first meeting for the
Lok Sabha elections in Rajasthan since the announcement of polls. Lok Sabha elections
in Rajasthan will be held in two phases on April 19 and 26.

- <><><>JITENDRA DWIVEDI/JAIPUR/MAIL/0005 HRS
PM- UTTARAKHAND ELECTION CAMPAIGN (for morning)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address his first election rally in Uttarakhand for the
Lok Sabha Polls-2024 today (02.04.2024, Tuesday) in Rudrapur, within the Nainital
Udham Singh Nagar Lok Sabha constituency. BJP candidate and Minister of State Ajay
Bhatt is contesting from this seat against Congress candidate Prakash Joshi.
It may be recalled that voting is to be held on April 19 in the first phase for all the five
Lok Sabha seats of the state. A total of 83 lakh 37 thousand 914 voters of the state will
decide the fate of 55 candidates contesting for five Lok Sabha seats of the state.

- <><><>SANJEEV SUNDRIYAL/DEHRADUN/MAIL/0028 HRS
ISRAEL- SYRIA- AIR STIKE
In Syria, a series of airstrikes demolished the consular section of Iran’s embassy in Syria
today. Syrian officials and state media pinned the attack on Israel. However, the Israeli
officials said that it had no comment on the latest attack. Syrian Officials also said that
the air strike killed senior Iranian military adviser, General Ali Reza Zahdi, who led the
elite Quds Force in Lebanon and Syria until 2016. According to local media reports,
while Iran’s consular building was levelled in the attack, its main embassy building
remained intact. Iranian Ambassador Hossein Akbari said as many as seven people,
including Zahdi’s deputy, General Mohammad Hadi Hajriahimi, and five other officers



were killed on the air strike. He also vowed revenge for the strike at the same
magnitude and harshness.

The strike on Iran’s embassy compound appears to be an escalation of Israel's targeting
of Iranian military leaders and their Syrian allies, since the Iran-backed Hamas militants
attacked Israel on October 7.

- <><><>VARIOUS SOURCES/0237 HRS

RIJIJU-CHINA

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju has strongly condemned China's illegally 'standardised'
geographical names given to 30 places inside Arunachal Pradesh. In a social media
post, Mr Rijiju said, China has been making all baseless claims but that's not going to
change the ground reality and the 'historical facts'. He said, Arunachal Pradesh is
inalienable part of India and people of Arunachal Pradesh are supremely patriotic
Indians by all standards and definitions.

JAPAN- EARTHQUAKE

In Japan, an earthquake of 6.1 magnitude jolted the northern coast of Iwate prefecture
tonight. The earthquake occurred at 00.59 AM, IST. Japan's Meteorological Centre said
that the epicentre of the earthquake is the northern coastal part of Iwate Prefecture. No
Tzunami warnings have been issued, it added. As of now, there have been no reports
of damages.

AFGHAN- MINE BLAST

In Afghanistan, at least nine children were killed after an unexploded mine left over
from the time of Russian invasion went off yesterday. Provincial Head of the
Information And Culture Department, Hamidullah Nisar said that the explosion killed a
group of children who were playing with it in the Geru district of Ghazni province. He
said the explosion on Sunday killed five boys and four girls who were 5 to 10 years old.
The United Nations in Kabul today said that tens and thousands of civilians, including
women and children, have been killed or injured in Afghanistan by landmines and
explosive remnants of war. It said "more work" is needed to protect Afghans.
Afghanistan, plagued by decades of conflicts and war, remains highly dangerous for
children who collect scrap metal to sell to support their families. Many are killed or
maimed when they come across unexploded ordinance.

- <><><>VARIOUS SOURCES/0426 HRS

NT. IPL- RESULT

In IPL cricket, Rajasthan Royals defeated Mumbai Indians by six wickets at the



Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai tonight. Rajasthan successfully chased down the target
of 126, reaching 127 for four in just 15.3 overs. For Rajasthan, Riyan Parag scored an
unbeaten 54 runs from 39 balls.
Earlier put in to bat first, Mumbai managed to score a paltry 125 runs for the loss of
nine wickets in the stipulated 20 overs. For Mumbai, Skipper Hardik Pandya scored 34
off 21, while Tilak Varma scored 32 off 29. Trent Boult and Yuzvendra Chahal picked
three wickets each for the Royals. Boult has been adjudged as the Player of the Match.
Currently, Rajasthan leads the points table, with three wins in as many matches, while
Mumbai is at the bottom of the table, losing all three of their encounters.
Tomorrow, Royal Challengers Bengaluru will face Lucknow Super Giants at the M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru. The match will start at 7.30 PM, IST.

- <><><>VARIOUS SOURCES/2325 HRS
PM-MUMBAI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said India needs to become
economically self-reliant in the next 10 years so that nation is not impacted much by global
factors. Speaking at the commemoration ceremony of the 90 years of the Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) in Mumbai, the Prime Minister said the transformation of Indian banking sector is a case
study. He said banking sector has become profitable and credit growth has been increasing due to
the steps taken by his government and the RBI in the last decade. He said gross Non-Performing
Assets (NPAs) of public sector banks, which was around 11.25 per cent in 2018, dropped to less
than 3 per cent by September last year. Prime Minister said the RBI has played a significant role
in all these accomplishments. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) commenced its operations on 1st
of April in 1935.

- ---NSD/11
SC—GYANVAPI: The Supreme Court today refused to stay Varanasi court order of 31st of
January by which Hindu parties were allowed to hold puja in the southern cellar of the Gyanvapi
Mosque. A bench of Chief Justice of India (CJI) DY Chandrachud with Justices JB Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra, however, ordered the parties to maintain status quo at Gyanvapi premises to
enable both the communities to offer religious prayers. The status quo "shall not be disturbed by

either of the parties without obtaining the previous sanction and leave of this Court", the Top
Court said in the order. The Court said that Hindus will enter from south and pray in cellar and
Muslims will pray in northern side as they enter from there.  This arrangement will continue
till the case is finally decided.---NSD/10






