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HIMANI: HC SSP-1 16.03.2024

EVE. ECI- LOK SABHA POLLS

The Lok Sabha polls will be conducted in seven phases beginning 19th of
next month. The counting will take place on 4th June this year. The polling
for the first phase in 102 Lok Sabha seats will be conducted on 19th April,
the second phase for 89 seats on 26th April, the third phase will be held on
7th May for 94 seats, while 96 seats will go to poll in the fourth phase on
13th May. In the fifth phase 49 Parliamentary constituencies will go to poll



on 20th May, while in the sixth phase 57 seats will have voting on 25th
May and the last and the seventh phase will be held on 1st June in 57 Lok
Sabha seats.

The Election Commission today announced the poll schedule for the
General Election 2024. With the announcement of the poll schedule, the
Model Code of Conduct MCC has come into force. Announcing the schedule
in New Delhi, Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar said the ECI team
is fully prepared for the biggest festival of Indian democracy. He said the
country has 97 crore registered voters and over 10.5 lakh polling stations
manned by 1.5 crore personnel. He added there will be 1.82 crore first
time voters in this election. Mr. Kumar highlighted that the Commission is
ready to facilitate vote from home for electors over 85 years of age and for
persons with disabilities. He also said political parties will have to explain
why they have fielded a candidate with serious criminal cases in the
elections. The CEC said the daunting challenges in conducting free and fair
elections are muscle, money, misinformation, and MCC violations. He
asserted that ECI has put in place measures to deal with these disruptive
challenges. He also said drone based checking will be done on polling day
to check the use of muscle power. He underlined that there is no place for
bloodbath and violence in the elections and the Commission will be ruthless
if violence takes place anywhere during polls. Mr. Kumar said the
enforcement agencies have been directed to plug inflow and distribution of
liquor, cash, freebies and drugs. He added that the Commission has also
asked the agencies to do strict vigil of online cash transfer. The CEC also
highlighted that directions have been given to election machinery, parties
on waste management, minimum paper use and reducing carbon footprint
for sustainable elections. The term of the current Lok Sabha is going to end
on 16th June this year. The CEC also announced poll schedule for Sikkim,
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Arunachal Pradesh.
<><><>SUPARNA/phone/DIWAKER/DIPENDRA/1600
HIMANI SSP-1 16.03.2024
EC POLL - REACTION

Political Parties have welcomed the announcement of schedule of Lok
Sabha poll as well as State Assemblies. Senior BJP leader and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has said that the BJP- NDA, are fully prepared for
elections. In a series of social media post, Mr Modi said, the party will go to
the people on the basis of its track record of good governance and service
delivery across sectors. He said, ten years ago, before he assumed office,



the people of the country were feeling betrayed and no sector was left
untouched from scams and policy paralysis. Prime Minister said, powered
by 140 crore Indians, the nation is creating new records of development
and the country has become the fifth largest economy. Mr Modi said,
crores of people have been freed from poverty and the schemes have
reached all parts of the country. Prime Minister said, in our third term, the
war against poverty and corruption will go on at an even faster pace.

BJP President J P Nadda said, the Elections are the biggest festival of
democracy. He urged the people of the entire nation to come out in record
numbers to vote and strengthen the foundation of the world's largest
democracy. Congress President Mallikarjun Khadge said that the Lok Sabha
elections will open the door of Justice for India. He said, this will be
perhaps the last chance to save Democracy. Aam Aadmi Party leader Gopal
Rai has welcomed the announcement of general election dates. He said,
the party is fully prepared and will fight the election with full strength with
the I.N.D.I.A Alliance.
<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1725
HIMANI : HC SSP-1 16.03.2024

EVE KALABURGI - PM PUBLIC RALLY

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi sought public support
during the Lok Sabha election, to weed out corruption and usher in
development. Addressing a public rally in Kalburgi in Karnataka today, the
Prime Minister informed that 80 lakh people benefitted from Ayushman
Bharat scheme in Karnataka, 75 lakh families were provided tap water
through Jal Jeevan mission, over 40 lakh women got LPG connection
through Ujwala, eight lakh people got house through PM Awas yojana,
Kalburgi- Raichur six lane highway announced at a cost of 6000 crore
rupees, Humnabad-Kalburgi railway line announced, Tur dal support price
was implemented and Kalyana Karnataka region in Karnataka received
financial support. He assured of Modi Guarantees to make Karnataka an
Agriculture and Industries hub. He accused the Congress Government of
indulging in loot and misgovernance in the state. He charged that
Karnataka state government has failed in keeping law and order and
miscreants are provided protection.

<><>Sudhindra Akashvani, Bengaluru, MAIL, 1545 HRS

SB : PAWAN FSP-I1 16.03.2024

REV. PM-NAGARKURNOOL (EARLY)



Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that no corrupt leader will
be spared in his fight against corruption in the State. Addressing an
impressive gathering at Praja Sankalp Sabha- Public meeting at
Nagarkurnool in Telangana, criticising BRS and Congress, he said, the
family-centric parties share a common history of nepotism, corruption and
appeasement. Mr Modi assured people of the State that all assurances
given to people will be fulfilled like in case of article 370, Rama Mandir and
many such things. The Prime Minister sought people to give him double
digit Lok Sabha seats from Telangana so that he can resolve people issues
without any delay. This is the second public appearance in Telangana for
Mr Modi in last two days.

<><><>M S LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/1332HRS
SB FSP-I 16.03.2024
KEJRIWAL BAIL
Delhi's Rouse Avenue court today granted bail to Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal against arrest for skipping Enforcement Directorate’s (ED)
repeated summons in a case related to the alleged excise policy scam. The
Court asked Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader to furnish a personal bond of
15,000 rupees and a security bond of one lakh rupees for the bail. The
Delhi Chief Minister violated Section 174 of the Indian Penal Code. The
section deals with disobeying a legal order to be at a certain place in
person or by agent. Mr. Kejriwal appeared before the court following the
Enforcement Directorate’s complaints that the AAP Chief was not complying
with agency's summons in connection with the case. The ED also told the
Court that the Chief Minister skipped eight summons issued under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act. The next hearing in the case will be
held at 10 AM on the 1st of April.
<><>PRAPTI UPADHAYAY/1358 HRS
HIMANI RANA SSP-1 16.03.2024
K KAVITA - ED

A Delhi Court today remanded Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader K
Kavitha to Enforcement Directorate's custody till 23rd of March in
connection with the Delhi liquor policy case. The move came after Ms.
Kavitha was produced before the court by ED following her arrest
yesterday. ED had sought 10 days of remand for Kavitha. The Telengana
leader faces allegations of conspiring with top leaders of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in exchange for favours in the now-scrapped Delhi excise



policy.
<><>PAYAL/NET/1735
HIMANI : HC SSP-1 16.03.2024

KARNATAKA-CONGRESS

All India Congress National President Mallikarjuna Kharge
announced poll promises in Bengaluru today. Addressing media persons in
the presence of party state President D K Shivakumar and Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, he said that ‘Shramik Nyay’ and ‘Hissedari Nyay’ will be
among the assurances given by the Congress to its electorate. Mallikarjuna
Kharge said there are 15 guarantees that will be announced by the party
as part of its manifesto during the Lok Sabha elections and what he
announced today were the fourth and fifth guarantees. The party has
already announced Kisan Nyay, Yuva Nyay and Woman Nyay. Shramik
Nyay assures the working class of free medical care, to increase payment
under MGNREGS to Rs 400 per day, to introduce the employment
guarantee scheme in urban areas too and to provide life insurance to the
workers. Mr. Kharge said that under Bhagedari Nyay, the Congress on the
formation of the Government in Delhi will conduct caste census and
distribute resources at par with the population representation, increase the
reservation limit beyond 50 percent and give forest rights to tribals. The
tribal tradition will be protected and self governance of the Tribal
habitations will be introduced.
<><>Sudhindra, Bengaluru, MAIL, 1758 HRS



