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PRIME MINISTER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today witnessed "Bharat Shakti"- a
synergised demonstration of indigenous defence capabilities in the form of
a Tri-Services Live Fire and Manoeuvre Exercise at Pokhran in Rajasthan.
During the exercise an array of indigenous weapon systems and platforms
were displayed as a demonstration of the prowess of the country.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister said, roar of aircraft
mid-air and valour displayed on ground during Bharat Shakti exercise is the
call of a 'new India'. He said, Pokhran is witness to the trinity of India's
self-reliance, belief and self-pride. Mr Modi said that the vision of a
developed India is not possible without a self-reliant India. He said, if India
wants to become developed, then it needs to reduce dependence on
others. He said, therefore, today the country is focusing on self-reliance in
every sector from edible oils to modern fighter aircraft. He said, a self-
reliant India in the defence sector is a guarantee of self-confidence in the



Indian armed forces.

Mr. Modi said in the last ten years, the Central Government has taken
many big steps to make the country self-reliant in the defense sector. He
said that hundreds of military equipment are being purchased from Indian
companies. In the last ten years, defense equipment worth about 6 lakh
crore rupees was purchased from indigenous companies. The Prime
Minister said, the country's defence production has more than doubled,
reaching nearly 1 lakh crore rupees.

PM GUJARAT

Earlier in the day, Prime Minister Modi dedicated to the nation and laid the
foundation stone of various developmental projects worth over one lakh six
thousand crore rupees spread across the country from Ahmedabad in
Gujarat. The development projects unveiled today encompass multiple
sectors including railway infrastructure, connectivity and petrochemicals.
Mr Modi also flagged off 10 new Vande Bharat trains.

GADKARI:

Road, Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has sanctioned over
six thousand 621 crore rupees for construction of more than 265 kilometer
National Highway in Arunachal Pradesh. In a social media post, Mr Gadkari
said, the development of these highway stretches will enhance connectivity
to border areas and foster socio-economic growth in the region.



