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21.03.2024
LADAKH-CARBON NEUTRAL UT

In Ladakh, several initiatives are being taken to make carbon neutral
Union Territory in the country.

As part of the initiatives, the transport sector has started to promote
zero emissions vehicles on the roads. To start first kind of such initiatives in
the entire country, the department in collaboration with National Thermal
Power Corporation is also planning to introduce hydrogen cell fuel buses to
the public. According to Transport Commissioner Amit Sharma, a signing of
Memorandum of understanding between National Thermal Power
Corporation and Transport Department will be held in short span of time.
To motivate stakeholders in adoption of Electric Vehicles ever since
successful trial completion of Electric three and four wheelers vehicles in
the union territory, brainstorm session and awareness on the subject are
being held by the Transport Department.

The successful trial for three and four wheelers of electric
conducted in the month of August and September last year has prompted
the administration to further promote electric vehicles for freight as well.
The Transport department has conducted a half day workshop for



stakeholders in Leh for deliberations and brainstorm in this regard on
March 19.

During the workshop, International Institute for Energy Conservation
made details presentation about the course of trial, merits and need of
zero vehicles emissions in the Union Territory to the higher authority of
transport department and stakeholders. Also, it is planning to organise two
wheelers and three wheelers of electric vehicles rally and Invester Meet in
Ladakh during the coming summer season.

<><>Yangchan Dolma/Leh/Mail/0712
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21.03.2024
TELANGANA-CENTRAL FORCES

In Telangana, about 40 companies of Central Police Forces have
reached various districts of the state in view of the Lok Sabha Elections.
The election authorities have informed that the police personnel have been
conducting flag marches at different places ensuring the people that they
can exercise their right to vote in a free environment. Flag march has been
held by the central forces and state police in the Khammam and Nalgonda
regions yesterday.

Khammam Commissioner of Police Sunil Dutt said the flag marches
are being conducted to ensure that people could exercise their franchise in
a free environment. He said arrangements are being made to conduct the
parliamentary elections in a transparent manner without any law and order
issue and measures have been taken for tight security in critical polling
stations with advance planning. He further said measures have been
initiated for depositing licensed weapons with the police. Flag marches
were conducted in Khammam city, Wyra, Sathupalli, Madhira and
Khammam Rural.

In Nalgonda district, several blocks have been covered under flag
marches. District Superintendent of Police, Chandana Deepti informed that
the district police and central armed police have jointly held the flag march
to ensure a peaceful and secure environment for the upcoming
parliamentary elections.

<><>M S Lakshmi/Hyderabad/inputs from Khammam and
Nalgonda/Mail/0615
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21.03.2024
TELANGANA-CROP DAMAGE

Telangana Agriculture Minister T Nageswar Rao has assured help to
the farmers who were affected due to untimely rain and hailstorm in the
state. He said the state government will help the farmers, whose crops
were damaged due to unseasonal rains. About 10 districts suffered losses
while Kamareddy district bore the brunt of the unseasonal rains and
hailstorm recently. The minister said Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy has
directed the officials to assess the damages caused to the crops due to
hailstorm in some parts of the state. Dismissing the criticism by the
opposition party, Bharat Rashtra Samithi, the minister said the government
is sincere in lending a helping hand for farmers.

Meanwhile, the Telangana Planning Commission Vice Chairman G.
Chinna Reddy also said the government has decided to help the farmers
who suffered losses and the Chief Minister has asked the officials to submit
enumeration reports in this regard.

<><>M S Lakshmi/Hyderabad/Mail/0620
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REV IOC-RUSSIA

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has announced that the
Russian and Belarusian athletes will not be allowed to participate in the
parade of nations at the opening ceremony of the Paris Games.

The IOC director James MclLeod said , the athletes who will be competing
in the Games under a neutral flag will not participate in the parade and
teams during the opening ceremony since they are individual athletes.

He said, a decision on whether they would participate in the closing
ceremony had not yet been made.

Meanwhile, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that the move
amounted to the destruction of the Olympic idea.

Russian and Belarusian athletes who qualify for the Games will do so
without their flags and anthems. Following Russia's conflict with Ukraine,
athletes from Russian and Belarusian were banned from many international



sporting events.

<> CB/0634HRS
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SUDAN-HUNGER

The nearly year-long conflict between Sudan’s military and
paramilitary forces has put the country on course to become the ‘worlds
worst hunger crisis with malnutrition soaring and already claiming
children’s lives, the U.N. humanitarian office has warned. Edem Wosornu,
the director of humanitarian operations, told the UN Security Council
yesterday that already one-third of Sudan’s population - 18 million people -
face acute food insecurity. She said a recent assessment revealed that one
child is dying every two hours in Zamzam camp in El Fasher, North Darfur.
Wosornu said that their humanitarian partners estimate that in the coming
weeks and months, somewhere in the region of around 222,000 children
could die from malnutrition.

With the global spotlight now on the Israeli-Hamas war in Gaza and
war in Ukraine, she lamented that a humanitarian travesty is playing out in
Sudan under a veil of international inattention and inaction.

Sudan plunged into chaos last April, when long-simmering tensions
between its military led by General Abdel Fattah Burhan and the
paramilitary Reapid Support Forces_.commanded by Mohammed Hamdan
Dagalo broke out into street battles in the capital,
Khartoum.<><>MK/NET/0743HRS
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GLOBAL E-WASTE

UN agencies have warned that waste from electronics is piling up
worldwide while recycling rates remain low and are likely to fall even
further. The agencies were referring to “e-waste,” which is defined as
discarded devices with a plug or battery, including mobile phones,
electronic toys, TVs, microwave ovens, e-cigarettes, laptop computers and
solar panels. It does not include waste from electronic vehicles, which fall



into a separate category.

UN’s International Telecommunications Union and research arm
UNITAR in a report yesterday said that some 62 million tons of “e-waste”
was generated in 2022, enough to fill tractor-trailers that could be lined up
bumper to bumper around the globe. It's on track to reach 82 million tons
by 2030.

Metals - including copper, gold and iron - made up half of the 62
million tons, worth a total of some 91 billion dollars, the report said.
Plastics accounted for 17 million tons and the remaining 14 million tons
include substances like composite materials and glass.

The UN says 22 percent of the e-waste mass was properly collected
and recycled in 2022. It is expected to fall to 20 percent by the end of the
decade because of “staggering growth” of such waste due to higher
consumption, limited repair options, shorter product life cycles, growing
“electronification” of society, and inadequate e-waste management
infrastructure, the agencies said.

About half of all e-waste is generated in Asia, where few countries
have laws on e-waste or collection targets, according to the report.
Recycling and collection rates top 40 percent in Europe, where per-capita
waste generation is highest: nearly 18 kilograms. <><>MK/NET/0803HRS

PKG FSP-1I 21.03.2024
US-E VEHICLES

US President Joe Biden has announced the strictest regulation on
vehicle exhaust emissions ever introduced in the US in a bid to accelerate the
auto-industry's shift to electric cars. In a statement yesterday, he said that US
is setting new pollution standards for cars and trucks. Biden said, US workers
will lead the world on autos making clean cars and trucks. According to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the new regulation will prevent 7
billion tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions over the next 30 years. Electric
Vehicles made up just 7.6 percent of new car sales last year. But by 2032, the
standards will mean EVs make up 35 percent to 56 percent of sales, as per
EPA.

Environmental groups broadly welcomed the measure, though some
activists expressed disappointment that it was not stronger.
US is taking a more moderate approach than the European Union and UK,



which will ban all sales of petrol-powered cars from 2035.
UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak announced last year he was delaying the
British ban by five years from its original deadline of 2030.
<><><>MK/NET/0840HRS

PKG FSP-1
21.03.2024

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department, IMD has forecast enhanced rainfall
with thunderstorm activity over Northeast India, Sub Himalayan West
Bengal, and Sikkim till the 23rd of this month. It has also predicted
scattered to moderate rainfall with isolated thunderstorms, lightning, and
gusty winds very likely over Gangetic West Bengal, Bihar, and Jharkhand
till today. The Met Department said there will be a gradual reduction in
rainfall activity later.

Meanwhile, the National Capital woke up with a light cold breeze this
morning. According to the Regional Meteorological Centre, today the sky
will be partly cloudy in Delhi. Today’s maximum temperature is likely to be
around 32 degree Celsius while the minimum temperature is likely to be
around 15 degree Celsius.

<><>AMBUJ]/ 0646
PKG FSP-II 21.03.2024

US FED RATE

US Federal Reserve has kept the benchmark interest rates
unchanged in a range of 5.25 percent to 5.50 percent for the fifth straight
time. Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell announced the interest rate
decision today after a two-day Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting. However, the FOMC said that it expects three rate cuts in 2024
despite sticky inflation.

FOMC members also left the median projection for interest rates at
end-2024 at the midpoint between 4.50 and 4.75. This means they still
expect 0.75 percentage points of cuts before the end of the year, which



would likely translate into three 0.25 percentage point cuts.

Alongside its rate decision, Fed policymakers also updated their
economic forecasts, sharply upgrading the US growth outlook for this year
to 2.1 percent, from 1.4 percent in December. Fed policymakers left the
headline inflation forecast unchanged, but slightly raised the outlook for
annual so-called "core" inflation -- which excludes energy and food prices -
- to 2.6 per cent.

Ashok Shukla/1115
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SC - ACCESSIBILITY HELP DESK

Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud today inaugurated Accessibility Help
Desk in Supreme Court premises in Delhi. Talking to reporters, Chief
Justice Chandrachud said, the opening of help desk is in continuation of its
mission which began with the submission of the report by the committee
chaired by Justice Ravindra Bhatt. He said, the Committee made various
suggestions for making the Supreme Court accessible for people with
special needs, not just the differently abled but senior citizens, pregnant
women and all those people who require special assistance.

(Byte - D Y Chandrachud)
<><>DIPENDRA/1119
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TELANGANA-CHANGING SCENARIO

In Telangana, the political landscape is fast changing with key members of
various political parties changing their party affiliations ahead of Lok Sabha
Elections. Several sitting MPs of Bharat Rashtra Samithi left the party posing
challenges to it. On the other hand, the leaders who changed parties are able to
secure tickets in the other parties. Our Correspondent files this report:



V/C-LAKSHMI

The BJP is ahead of other parties in election preparedness in
Telangana following declaration of candidates for 15 out of 17 Lok

Sabha Constituencies. However, 9 out of them cleared by the BJP,
hailed from the BRS ranks, who switched loyalties during a few days.

Among them, G Nagesh is a former BRS MP from Adilabad while BB
Patil, the sitting MP from Zaheerabad and P Bharat, son of
Nagarkurnool TRS MP, P Ramulu. Ajmeera Seetharam Naik is a former
TRS MP, and Saidi Reddy, a former TRS MLA. G Srinivas, who was given
the ticket from Peddapalli, was associated with both the Congress and

the BRS till a few days ago. The Congress party declared only a few
names while choosing candidates with solid credentials. Though the
party is yet to announce candidates for majority seats, several former
members of the BRS party have been shortlisted. Sitting MP from
Chevella, Ranjit Reddy and from Peddapalli, B Venkatesh Nethakani,
former MLA Danam Nagendra who joined the Congress very recently
are aspiring to contest for the Lok Sabha. Sitting MP from Warangal P
Dayakar and few other key leaders of BRS are aspiring for the Congress
tickets. Despite the BRS facing challenges after many senior leaders
left the party, BSP state President RS Praveen Kumar joined BRS a few
days ago. Aiming to prevent further defections, the BRS has announced
names for 4 Lok Sabha seats. Party chief K Chandrasekhar Rao and
working president K Tarakarama Rao are making all out efforts to

instil confidence in party members and are holding meetings at the
parliamentary constituency level. It may be recalled that the BRS had

won 9 out of 17 Lok Sabha seats during 2019 General Elections while
BJP won 4, Congress 3 and MIM One. M.S LAKSHMY/AKASHVANI

NEWS, HYDERABAD.

MS LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/1114 HRS
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EC- DM & SP TRANSFER

Election Commission has issued transfer orders for non-cadre officers
who are posted as District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police in four
states namely Gujarat, Punjab, Odisha and West Bengal. The decision was
taken after the commission convened a meeting chaired by Chief ELection
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar along with Election Commissioners Gyanesh
Kumar and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu.

Additionally, the Commission has also directed for transfer of SSP



Bathinda in Punjab and SP Sonitpur in Assam in view of their kinship or
familial association with the elected political representatives. The officials in
these two districts have been transferred as pre-emptive measures to
dispel any apprehensions of administration being biased or perceived to be
compromised. The Commission has directive, the respective state
governments to promptly transfer non-encadred officers from their current
roles as DM and SP with immediate effect.

<><>DIPENDRA/1132



