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13.03.2024
RAJNATH-NCC

Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh has approved a proposal for expansion of the
National Cadet Corps (NCC) with the addition of three lakh cadet
vacancies. According to a release, this expansion is expected to cater to
the increasing demand for the NCC from educational institutions
throughout the country. The expansion plan encompasses the



establishment of four new Group Headquarters and the addition of two
new NCC units. The Ministry said that an important facet of the expansion
plan involves the proposal for employment of ex-servicemen as NCC
instructors. It said, the initiative will expand the base of motivated,
disciplined and patriotic youth of the ‘Amrit Peedhi’ who will contribute
towards achieving the goal of 'Viksit Bharat'

From just 20 thousand cadets in 1948, the NCC will now have a sanctioned
strength of 20 lakh cadets on its roles making it the largest uniformed
youth organisation of the world. The Ministry further noted that with NCC
being offered as an elective subject as per the National Education Policy
2020, the expansion will be a step towards meeting the aspirations of the
youth towards playing a pivotal role as future leaders of the nation.

The far reaching impact of this expansion will lead to proportionate
distribution of vacancies across all States and Union Territories and would
reduce the waiting list of institutions aspiring for the NCC.

The NCC aims to make a transformative impact, fostering an environment
where youth meaningfully contribute towards nation building.

<><>ARPITA/0946

PKG/SK FSP-1
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THAKUR-PRASAR BHARATI

Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur will today
launch the revamped websites of Akashvani news and DD News in New
Delhi. Mr. Thakur will also launch the revamped News on AIR app. He is
also scheduled to launch ‘Shabd’ Prasar Bharati shared audio-visuals for
Broadcast Dissemination.

<><>ARPITA/1000
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TELANGANA-WOMEN-MILLIONAIRES



Telangana State Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy has announced that
he will take the responsibility of making one crore women in the state
millionaires in the next five years. He said 63 lakh women have already
registered in the Self-Help Groups (SHGS) in the state and the humber will
be increased to one crore soon. Addressing the women SHGs at the
Mahalakshmi-Swashakti Mahila Convention, he said all the one crore
women members will be nurtured to become millionaires. Mr Reddy said
the state will become a "Golden and rich Telangana" only when one crore
women become millionaires and make their children doctors, lawyers, and
IAS and IPS officials. He also inspected the stalls set up by the women of
self-help groups at the convention venue and interacted with the group
members. He announced that the government will construct 100 shops
near Shilparamam for SHGs to sell their products. The Chief Minister also
unveiled the "Mahila Shakti Mahila Unnati-Telangana Pragathi Vision"
Document along with his cabinet colleagues.

<><>M S Lakshmi/Hyderabad/Mail/0705

PKG/SK FSP-I 13.03.2024
PUNJAB-CAA WELCOME

The implementation of the Citizenship Amendment Act CAA by the
Union Government has been widely welcomed by the refugees living in
Punjab. Such refugees living in Amritsar for years said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government has given them a unique gift.

A Report.......

(V/C : SHISHU SHARMA SHANTAL)

Dalvinder Singh, Shoorbir Singh and Shiv Kumar are among
many other refugees who were forced to seek refuge in India
years ago after being displaced from Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Then began the wait to get Indian citizenship, which has now
been ended by the Narendra Modi government at the centre.
There is no limit to the happiness of such people with this step of

the government.
(Byte: Shoorbir Singh)



Certainly, such refugees will now get relief from not having to get
their visa extended again and again and their status in the society

will also increase. Shishu Sharma Shantal, Akashvani News,
Jalandhar.

<><>Shishu Sharma Shantal/Jalandhar/Mail/ 0658
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EU-GAZA
The European Union Chief Joseph Borrell has said that starvation is being
used as a weapon of war in Gaza.

He described the lack of aid entering the territory as a man made disaster.
Addressing the UN Security Council in New York, Mr Borrell said the
humanitarian crisis in the territory was as a result of a lack of viable land
routes.

Mr Joseph Borrell comments come after the UN warned at least 576,000
people in Gaza , one quarter of the population, were one step away from
famine.

The health ministry in Gaza said at least 27 people, many of them
children, have died as a result of malnutrition and dehydration at hospitals
there in the last two weeks.

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Minister Mr Netanyahu reiterated that Israel
would press ahead with its military campaign into Rafah, Gaza's most
southerly city located near the border with Egypt.

Israeli forces have stormed the West Bank city of Jenin and the Jenin
refugee camp, destroying infrastructure and clashing with Palestinian
fighters.

SANJEEV/0644/HRS



GADKARI:

Road, Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has sanctioned over
six thousand 621 crore rupees for construction of more than 265 kilometer
National Highway in Arunachal Pradesh. In a social media post, Mr Gadkari
said, the development of these highway stretches will enhance connectivity
to border areas and foster socio-economic growth in the region.

PKG/SK FSP-11

13.03.2024
GLOBAL MEDIA CONGRESS EVENT

A White Paper titled "Decisive Leadership in an Increasingly Complex
Media Landscape" was unveiled at a recent Global Media Congress event in
Nairobi, Kenya. The paper, launched by Emirates News Agency, the official
news agency of the United Arab Emirates, sheds light on key trends and
challenges facing the industry.

WAM Director-General Mohamed Jalal Alrayssi underscored the
urgency for strong leadership, stating, "The media industry is in a state of
flux, and this White Paper delves into the critical decisions media leaders
must make to navigate this change."

The White Paper explores a range of critical themes, including the
potential and pitfalls of Artificial Intelligence in newsrooms. While AI offers
possibilities to combat media decline, concerns regarding job losses and
algorithmic bias remain. The paper also examines the potential revival of
print journalism through a renewed focus on quality and authenticity.
Recognizing the shift in audience preferences, the White Paper emphasizes
the need for media to adapt to the rise of video-centric platforms like
TikTok and YouTube.The report highlights the growing field of women's
sports journalism, fueled by digital platforms and increased interest in the
arena. It further explores the transformative impact of technology on
sports reporting, with data analysis emerging as a crucial element. The
fight against misinformation, especially with the rise of Al tools, is another
key theme. The paper emphasizes the importance of media literacy to
equip audiences with critical thinking skills.

Environmental journalism is also addressed, urging practitioners to
develop innovative approaches to engage audiences beyond crisis
situations. Finally, the paper emphasizes the crucial role of responsible data
interpretation for accurate reporting in the growing field of data



journalism.The Global Media Congress serves as a vital platform for media
professionals worldwide to discuss and address the challenges and
opportunities shaping the industry. As media landscapes continue to
evolve, the call for strong and decisive leadership becomes increasingly
important to ensure a sustainable future for media.
<><><>
VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/1126 HRS
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NEPAL-VOTE OF CONFIDENCE

Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal is set to take his
third vote of confidence within 15 months after forging a new
alliance earlier this month.

As per the possible schedule of events published by the
Parliament Secretariat, Dahal will be taking a vote of confidence
during the meeting of the House of Representatives called for 11
am today.

Dahal is testing the floor for the third time following the
constitutional provision stated in the Constitution of Nepal 2072's
Article 100 Sub-section (2), which mandates a Prime Minister to
prove a majority in case any parties in the coalition walk out. .

Dahal, also the chairperson of the CPN (Maoist Centre), was elected
the Prime Minister on 25 December 2022. He had taken the vote of
confidence 10 January 2023. Out of the 270 lawmakers present in the
parliament, 268 gave a vote of confidence to PM Dahal. At the moment, all
the parties, including Nepali Congress had given him a vote of confidence.

During the presidential election, the ruling coalition changed again.
CPN (UML), Rastriya Swatantra Party and Rastriya Prajatantra Party
withdrew their support to the government. Prime Minister Dahal had again
taken the vote of confidence on 20 March 2023, after change of the ruling
coalition. He had secured 172 votes at the HoR.

After the change of alliance again on 4TH March, the then ruling
partner Nepali Congress withdrew support and is now in the opposition.
CPN (UML), CPN (Maoist Centre), Rastriya Swatantra Party, Janata
Samajwadi Party and CPN (Unified Socialist) have formed a new alliance.



Prime Minister Dahal, who has the support of the new alliance, is going to
take a vote of confidence in the House of Representatives today.

The parties affiliated to the alliance have also issued whip to give a
vote of confidence to the Prime Minister. In the HoR, UML has 78
lawmakers, Maoist Centre 32, Rastriya Swatantra Party 21, Janata
Samajbadi Party Nepal 12 and Unified Socialist 10. Chairperson of Nagarik
Unmukti Party and parliamentary party leader Ranjita Shrestha has also
issued a whip to vote for PM Dahal. On this basis, the Prime Minister will
easily get a vote of confidence. A prime minister is required to cross the
threshold of 50 per cent, which is 138 votes as per the present number of
parliamentarians. According to the calculations, Prime Minister Dahal has
152 votes.

<><>Sweta Singh/Kathmandu/Mail/1047
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PM SURAJ - CREDIT SUPPORT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in a programme
marking nationwide outreach for credit support to disadvantaged sections
through video conferencing today. He will launch Pradhan Mantri Samajik
Utthan evam Rozgar Adharit Jankalyan (PM-SURAJ) national portal and
sanction credit support to one lakh entrepreneurs of disadvantaged
sections of the country. The Prime Minister will interact with beneficiaries
of various government schemes from disadvantaged groups, including
Scheduled Castes, Backward Classes, and sanitation workers.

PM-SURAJ national portal for credit support to disadvantaged
sections embodies Prime Minister's commitment to prioritise the
underprivileged. It is a transformative initiative, aimed at uplifting the most
marginalised segments of society. The credit support will be provided to
the eligible persons across the country, facilitated through banks, Non-
Banking Financial Company, and other organisations. During the
programme, Prime Minister Modi will also distribute Ayushman Health
Cards and PPE kits to Safai Mitras under the National Action for Mechanised
Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE). This initiative represents yet another
step towards safeguarding the health and safety of frontline workers who



serve in challenging conditions. The programme will witness participation
of about three lakh beneficiaries of various government schemes from
disadvantaged groups, who will join the programme from over 500 districts
across the country.

<><>DIPENDRA/0624

MORN PRESIDENT- MAURITIUS VISIT (with VC)

A delegation level talks will be held between India and Mauritius
today . The meeting will be held in the presence of President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime Minister of Mauritius Pravind Kumar Jugnauth. During
the meeting, several MoUs will be exchanged and several projects will be
e-inaugurated. Apart from that President Droupadi Murmu will visit some of
the key historical and religious sites in Mauritius. A report from our
correspondent...

(VC- Bhupendra Singh)

On the third day of her official visit President Droupadi
Murmu will visit the Aapravasi Ghat and the Intercontinental
Slavery Museum. The Ghat holds a significant importance in the
history of Mauritius. This Ghat is located in Port Louis and this
was an immiqgration depot built in 1849 to receive indentured
labourers from India and several other African and Asian
countries. These labourers used to work in the island’s sugar
estates. The site was declared a national monument in 1987 and
was renamed from immigration Depot to Aapravasi Ghat. The
Intercontinental Slavery Museum commemorates the
contributions of hundreds of thousands of Africans and Asian

slaves to the Mauritian colonial economy and society. During her
visit President Murmu continuously highlighted the importance

and contributions made by the indentured labourers in the
economic upliftment of Mauritius. Bhupendra Singh, Akashwani

News, Mauritius. President Droupadi Murmu will also visit Ganga

Talao. This Talao holds a special cultural, geological, natural,
religious and spiritual significance in the lives of Mauritians

especially in the Hindu community. During the holy week of Maha

Shivratri, nearly four lakh pilgrims from different countries visit

Ganga Talao to offer prayers to Lord Shiva.<><><>
Bhupendra/Mauritius/0621HRS




