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SB SSP-1 13.03.2024
PM - DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address PM SVANidhi Beneficiaries
tomorrow at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Delhi. During the programme,
Prime Minister Modi will distribute loans under the scheme to 1 lakh street
vendors, including five thousand vendors from Delhi. Mr Modi will also lay
the foundation stone of two additional corridors of Delhi Metro’s Phase 4.
These will be the Lajpat Nagar to Saket-G Block Corridor and Inderlok to
Indraprastha Corridor, with a combined length of over 20 kilometres. The
proposed corridors are expected to improve connectivity and reduce traffic
congestion. The stations on the Lajpat Nagar to Saket G- Block corridor
will include Lajpat Nagar, Andrews Ganj, Greater Kailash - 1, Chirag Delhi,
Pushpa Bhawan, Saket District Centre, Pushp Vihar and Saket G - Block.
The stations on the Inderlok - Indraprastha corridor will include Inderlok,
Daya Basti, Sarai Rohilla, Ajmal Khan Park, Nabi Karim, New Delhi, LNJP
Hospital, Delhi Gate, Delhi Sachivalaya and Indraprastha.

<><>ADARSH/2017 HRS
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WORLD KIDNEY DAY

Today is World Kidney Day. The day is observed on the second
Thursday of March, every year to create awareness among the people
about kidney health and the various diseases that can affects its normal
function. This year the theme is- "Kidney Health For All". The theme
focuses on the increasing burden of chronic kidney disease and achieving
optimal kidney care to overcome these challenges at different levels.
Kidneys are one of the most important organs of the body and help
remove the toxins from the body to keep it fit and healthy.

Talking to Akashvani News, Dr Dipankar Bhowmik, Head of
Department of Nephrology, AIIMS New Delhi said that some of the
symptoms of the kidney disorders include swelling in legs, elevated blood
pressure, low haemoglobin and weak bones. He suggested to the people
for undergoing regular health checkups for early detection of kidney
disease. He also advised for regular physical exercise, balanced diet,
keeping weight under control and, limiting salt intake for the prevention of
kidney disorders.

<><> Anand/0605

SB TSP-1 13/03/2024
AMIT SHAH- COPERATIVE BUIDLING

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah today
inaugurated the new office building for the three Multi-State Cooperative
Societies - Bhartiya Beej Sahakari Samiti Limited (BBSSL), National
Cooperative Organics Limited (NCOL) and National Cooperative Export
Limited (NCEL) at World Trade Centre in New Delhi. He said, the
inauguration of a separate office building for BBSSL, NCOL and NCEL is
another significant initiative of the Ministry of Cooperation to achieve Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of "Sahakar se Samriddhi". He said, these
three office buildings will provide a strong base in strengthening the whole
ecosystem of the Agriculture sector including farmers. Mr Shah added that
spread over 31 thousand square feet areas, these office buildings are
equipped with state-of-the-art technologies.

(Byte- Amit Shah)

Union Minister Amit Shah said that the establishment of
these three societies was done with a multifaceted objective, and
when they become fully operational, solutions to many problems
in the country will emerge. He said, the cooperative society



established for seeds will work on the conservation and
enhancement of original seeds. It will work to preserve and
enhance the taste, quality, and viability of our natural, sweet, and
traditional seeds. Mr Shah said that the government has set a
target to increase the turnover of export cooperative societies to
up to one lakh crore rupees annually over the next five years. He
mentioned that establishing forward and backward linkages in
exports will also address the shortage of pulses through the same
means. He added that the Narendra Modi Government set up
laboratories for soil testing and testing of grain production in
organic farming across the country. He said that in the next five
years, there will not be a single district in the country without
testing organic land and products. Mr Shah also informed that at
present, the global organic market is worth about 10 lakh crore
rupees, and India's export is seven thousand crore rupees, which
the government wants to increase up to 70 thousand crore
rupees.

<><> Anand / 2046 HRS
SB SSP-1 13.03.2024

EVE. PRESIDENT MAURITIUS VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu departed from Mauritius after completing
her three-day official visit. Prime Minister of Mauritius, Pravind Kumar
Jugnauth, bid farewell to the President at Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam
International Airport. During the last day of her visit, delegation-level talks
were held in the National Assembly of Mauritius, attended by President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister of Mauritius Pravind Kumar Jugnauth.

This resulted in the signing of four MoUs to strengthen collaboration
and bilateral ties. The MoU included one between the Public Service
Commission, Mauritius, and the Union Public Service Commission of India,
another one included a protocol to amend the India-Mauritius Double Tax
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) to comply with Base Erosion and Profit
Shifting Minimum Standards was finalised. An MoU was also signed
between the International Financial Services Centres Authority (GIFT City)
and the Financial Services Commission of Mauritius. Both countries also
exchanged an MoU between the Central Bureau of Investigation, India, and



the Independent Commission Against Corruption/Financial Crimes
Commission of Mauritius.

On this occasion, President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister of
Mauritius Pravind Kumar Jugnauth also virtually inaugurated 14 small
development projects assisted by India and unveiled the foundation stone
for the New Forensic Science Laboratory funded by India.

Highlighting the importance of President Droupadi Murmu's visit to
Mauritius, Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra during a press briefing
said that the relationship between India and Mauritius is special, and
Mauritius is an important partner in India's neighbourhood policy, SAGAR
initiative, and African countries outreach.

Speaking about India-assisted projects in Mauritius, Mr. Kwatra said
that 96 India-assisted community development projects are dispersed
throughout Mauritius. He emphasised that India's development projects in
Mauritius are tailored to meet Mauritian priorities, focusing on enhancing
financial and infrastructure capabilities.

Earlier, President Droupadi Murmu visited the Aapravasi Ghat and the
Intercontinental Slavery Museum. The Ghat holds significant importance in
the history of Mauritius. Located in Port Louis, it was an immigration depot
built in 1849 to receive indentured laborers from India and several other
African and Asian countries, who used to work in the island’s sugar estates.
The site was declared a national monument in 1987 and was renamed
from Immigration Depot to Aapravasi Ghat. The Intercontinental Slavery
Museum commemorates the contributions of hundreds of thousands of
African and Asian slaves to the Mauritian colonial economy and society.

Before departing for New Delhi, President Droupadi Murmu visited
the sacred Ganga Talao and offered prayers to Lord Shiva. Ganga Talao
holds special cultural, geological, natural, religious, and spiritual
significance in the lives of Mauritians, especially among the Hindu
community. During the holy week of Maha Shivratri, nearly four lakh
pilgrims from different countries visit Ganga Talao to offer prayers to Lord
Shiva.
<><><> Bhupendra/Mauritius/ 1926 hrs
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EV - ELECTRIC MOBILITY SCHEME

The Heavy Industries Ministry today announced the Electric Mobility



Promotion Scheme 2024 to accelerate the adoption of Electronic Vehicles
(EVs) in India. The Ministry said that a total outlay of 500 crore rupees will
be implemented for four months under the scheme. It will run from 1st of
the next month until July. It added that only electric two-wheelers (e-2W)
and electric three-wheelers (e-3W) will be eligible under the scheme,
including registered e-rickshaws, e-carts and L5 automobiles. Furthermore,
only EVs fitted with advanced batteries will be subject to incentives to
encourage the growth of advanced technologies.The Ministry has estimated
that the scheme will help over 3 lakh 72 thousand EVs. The Ministry hopes
it will promote faster adoption of electric vehicles and provide further
impetus to the green mobility and development of the EV manufacturing
eco-system in the country.

<><>ADARSH/2049 HRS

SB SSP-1 13.03.2024
EVE PM - SURAJ]

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today launched the 'Pradhan Mantri
Samajik Utthan Evam Rozgar Adharit Jankalyan' (PM-SURAJ) national
portal and sanctioned credit assistance for one lakh entrepreneurs from
disadvantaged communities. He also interacted with beneficiaries of
various government schemes from disadvantaged groups, including
Scheduled Castes, Backward Classes and sanitation workers through video
conferencing. PM-SURAJ national portal for credit support to disadvantaged
sections embodies the Prime Minister's commitment to prioritize the
underprivileged. It is a transformative initiative, aimed at uplifting the most
marginalised segments of society. The program witnessed the participation
of about three lakh beneficiaries of various government schemes from
disadvantaged groups who joined the program from over 470 districts
across the country. Addressing the programme marking nationwide
outreach for credit support to disadvantaged sections, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that this occasion provides a glimpse of the
Government’s commitment to prioritise the underprivileged. Mentioning
transferring financial assistance worth 720 crore rupees directly into the
bank accounts of one lakh beneficiaries of the disadvantaged sections, Mr
Modi said that such a system of Direct Benefit Transfer was unimaginable
during the previous governments. Referring to his interaction with the
beneficiaries, the Prime Minister expressed satisfaction with how the
welfare schemes are reaching the Dalits, deprived and backward



communities. Mr Modi said that this makes him emotional as he is not
separate from them and he sees in them his family.

On the goal of Viksit Bharat by 2047, Prime Minister Modi said that
the goal can not be achieved without the development of the deprived
segments. He said, he has broken the mindset of the past and it is being
ensured that facilities available to others like gas connection, bank
accounts and toilets are available to Dalits, backwards, deprived and
tribals. He said , the biggest beneficiaries of schemes like free ration, free
medical treatment, pucca houses, toilets, and Ujjwala gas connection are
the deprived segments or people living on the periphery. He said, now the
government is working with the goal of saturation in these schemes.

Mr Modi added that the Government is making all possible efforts to

empower the SC, ST and OBC communities. He said, the assistance
provided to them by various institutions has been doubled in the last 10
years. He also informed that the government has provided almost one lakh
60 thousand crore rupees for the welfare of the SC community this year
alone.
Referring to the policies for the benefit of Dalit and deprived communities,
the Prime Minister said this is a testament to our commitment to provide
dignity and justice to the underprivileged. He said, the campaign of
development and respect for the deprived class will intensify in the coming
5 years.

The Prime Minister also distributed Ayushman health cards and PPE
kits to Safai Mitras engaged in sewer and septic tanks under the National
Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE).

<><>ANAND/ DURGESH/ 1910 HRS

SJA TSP-1 13/03/2024
INDIA-ITALY MCG MEET

The 12th edition of the India-Italy Military Cooperation Group (MCG)
meeting concluded in New Delhi today. During the two-day meeting, both
sides held discussions on new initiatives to further enhance defence
cooperation and military-to-military level exchange between the two
countries. The meeting was held between the Directorate of International
Defence Cooperation, Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff and the
Military Policy and Planning Division of the Italian Defence General Staff.



Italy and India recently elevated their bilateral relations to the levels
of strategic partnership during the visit of Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni to India in March 2023. The MoU on Defence Cooperation was also
renewed during the visit of Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh to Italy in October
2023.

<><>PALLAVI/0006 HRS
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RBI - PENALTY

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a monetary penalty of
%1,40,76,000 (Rupees One Crore Forty Lakh Seventy Six Thousand only)
on Bank of India (the bank) for non-compliance with certain directions
issued by RBI on ‘Interest Rate on Deposits’, ‘Customer Service in Banks’,
‘Interest Rate on Advances’, ‘Central Repository of Information on Large
Credits (CRILC) - Revision in Reporting’, and ‘Membership of Credit
Information Companies (CICs)’ and contravention of provisions of Credit
Information Companies Rules, 2006 (CIC Rules).

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has also imposed a monetary
penalty of ¥29.55 lakh (Rupees Twenty Nine Lakh Fifty-five Thousand only)
on Bandhan Bank Ltd. (the bank) for non-compliance with certain
directions on ‘Reserve Bank of India (Interest Rate on Deposits) Directions,
2016.

Further, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a monetary
penalty of X13.60 lakh (Rupees Thirteen lakh sixty thousand only) on
Indostar Capital Finance Limited (the company) for non-compliance with
the ‘Monitoring of Frauds in NBFCs (Reserve Bank) Directions, 2016" and
with certain provisions of the Reserve Bank of India (Know Your Customer
(KYC)) Directions, 2016.
<><> C PRARTHNA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0018 HRS
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THAKUR-BOOK RELEASE

Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur has
released a book titled Israel War Diary written by Vishal Pandey at a
function in New Delhi today. Addressing the gathering on the occasion, Mr
Thakur said that every country should refrain from war as war is not a
solution, dialogue is the only solution. He said, India is strengthening its



defence capabilities for its own security, it has never committed aggression
against others. Mr Thakur also highlighted that this book will give insight to
the people about India’s stance on the Israel-Hamas war. He said, it will
provide a detailed overview of the war between Israel and Hamas. Mr
Thakur further said that the Government has set a target to achieve
Defence exports worth 40 thousand crore rupees. He said, the country has
its defence production worth one lakh crore rupees and it exported defence
equipment worth 16 thousand crore rupees last year.

<><>PALLAVI/1916 HRS



