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SB :: MADHVI FSP-I 17.03.2024
PM - ANDHRA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is visiting Andhra Pradesh today to
attend a political meeting at Chilakaluripeta in Palnadu District this
afternoon. He will also be participating in the NDA political meeting of
Bhartiya Janata Party-Telugu Desam party-Jana Sena Party, setting the
stage for the coming General and State Assembly elections in Andhra
Pradesh. The Telugu Desam Party has recently rejoined the NDA fold after
a gap of five years.

SRI SAI VEMPATI/VIJAYAWADA/MAIL/1301 HRS

SHUKLA/SK FSP-1 18.03.2024
TELANGANA-PM VISIT

In Telangana, BJP leaders have made all arrangements for Prime
Minister and BJP senior leader Narendra Modi’s Vijaya Sankalp Sabha at
Jagtial this morning. Mr Modi will address a public meeting at Gita
Vidyalayam grounds at around 11.30 AM today. BJP candidates from
Nizamabad, Karimnagar and Peddapalli parliamentary constituencies will
also attend the meeting. Lok Sabha member Arvind Dharmapuri and the
party’s Nizamabad district president K. Dinesh Kumar reviewed the
arrangements for the public meeting. This is the third event of Mr Modi in
Telangana during the past 5 days. He took part in a mega Road Show at
Malkajgiri and addressed Vijaya Sankalp Sabha at Nagarkurnool two days
ago, as part of his 5-state visit in the southern part of the country.
<><>M S Lakshmi/Hyderabad/with inputs from Mahdev,
Jagtial/Mail/ 0625
SKS:MS TSP-1 17.03.2024
INDIA ALLIANCE RALLY

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi today hit out at the government at the
Centre for diverting people's attention from real issues. Rahul Gandhi said,
he had to take up the challenging Bharat Jodo Yatra because real issues
that are ailing the country like unemployment, violence, hatred, inflation,
farmers' issues, Agniveer issues were being ignored by the media. Rahul
Gandhi was addressing a rally of the INDIA alliance at the iconic Shivaji
Park in Mumbai. Before the rally, Rahul Gandhi led a Nyay Sankalp
Padyatra from Mani Bhavan to August Kranti Maidan, marking the end of
his Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra. Speaking on the issues faced by farmers,



Rahul Gandhi said that the NDA Government has not been able to ensure
due compensation for farmers by companies. Speaking over the issue of
electoral bonds, Mr. Gandhi said that electoral bonds are like ‘national hafta
vasooli’. He said they give contracts and take a percentage. Rahul Gandhi
also said that EVMs are the only reason the BIP-led NDA is winning.
Prominent leaders of the alliance including NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar) chief Sharad Pawar, Shiv Sena (UBT) president Uddhav Thackeray,
Tamil Nadu CM and DMK chief M K Stalin, Jharkhand CM and JMM leader
Champai Soren, RID leader Tejaswi Yadav, National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah, and Aam Aadmi Party leader Saurabh Bhardwaj, PDP
leader Mehbooba Mufti were present at the rally.
<><><> C PRARTHNA/MUMBAI/MAIL/2327 HRS

SHUKLA FSP-1 18.03.2024
STARTUP MAHAKUMBH

Startup Mahakumbh, one of the biggest events showcasing the
startup ecosystem of India will begin today in New Delhi. The event will be
held till 20th of this month at Bharat Mandapam. The event will have
sector-focused pavilions including pavilions on AI, B2B, agritech, deeptech,
climate tech, gaming, esports, fintech, incubators and accelerators. This
startup event aims to connect startups with a spectrum of inventors
including venture capitalists, investors and potential corporate partners.
Speaking at a curtain raiser press conference in New Delhi, DPIIT Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh said this is the first of its kind event which is being
organised at such large scale in the national capital. Mr Singh said India
has the third largest startup ecosystem and large number of startup
ecosystems are adding to the list every day. He further said, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected to participate in the event. More than two
thousand startups, thirty thousand future entrepreneurs, fifty thousand
business visitors, thousands of investors and over five hundred incubators
and delegations from ten countries will take part in this mega event.
CB/Pallavi/0620

MEGHALAYA-STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL:



Strawberry, the sweet and juicy delicious fruit of Meghalaya attracts
everyone. Tourists also want to see strawberry cultivation. The juicy
strawberries here are famous throughout the country for their sweetness.
With the aim of promoting the popularity of Meghalaya's strawberry,
Strawberry Festival will be celebrated in the state from April 5 to 13. The
state tourism, agriculture and farmers welfare departments are organizing
it. During 'Strawberry Mahotsav', programs will be organized to motivate
farmers to take up strawberry horticulture. It is worth noting that the
Directorate of Horticulture has planted strawberry plants in Meghalaya on a
large scale under various central and state programmes. On the other
hand, the strawberry harvest season has also started in the state. The
festival will be organized near strawberry fields in Sintung and Nohron in
East Khasi Hills district, Umkatih and Sohlia in Rebhoi district, Baladinggre,
Darechikgre, Durkantragre villages in West Garo Hills district. During the
event, music and cultural programs will also be organized along with
teaching strawberry picking, wine making and jam making in the fields.
Strawberry plants will also be on display and available for sale. Such events
in rural areas will not only boost agri-tourism and local business centers
but will also motivate a large number of farmers to cultivate strawberries.

ICELAND VOLCANO

In Iceland, a state of emergency has been declared in southern part of the
country after another volcanic eruption on the Reykjanes Peninsula - the
fourth since December. In a statement, the Icelandic Met Office (IMO)
said, the powerful and fast lava flows began yesterday night, but flows
have been slow and steady since today morning. Lava reached the eastern
defences around the small, mostly evacuated town of Grindavik. The IMO
said lava was 200m from the region's water pipe. The distribution pipe is
close to the Svartsengi power plant, a geothermal plant that provides hot
water for most of the Reykjanes Peninsula. The head of department at the
Norwegian Meteorological agency said there could be dangerous
consequences if lava reaches the sea as it flows southwards. The director
of Iceland's civil defence, Vidir Reynisson, said the biggest concern was the
impact on infrastructure. Pools of lava gathering near defences were also
of concern, he added. He told reporters today that it was possible that all
roads to Grindavik would be closed. Country's met office said, the eruption
began after 20:23 local time (20:23 GMT) yesterday, north of Grindavik.



WPL.:

In the the Final of the Women’s Premier League (WPL) Cricket, Royal
Challengers Bangalore (RCB) beat Delhi Capitals by 8 wickets at Arun
Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi last night. Chasing a target of 114 runs set by
Delhi Capitals, RCB scored 115 for 2 in 19.3 overs. For RCB, Ellyse Perry
was the highest scorer with 35 runs followed by Sophie Devine with 32 and
Smriti Mandhana 31 runs. Earlier, deciding to bat first, Delhi Capitals were
all out for 113 runs in 18.3 overs. For Delhi Capitals, Shafali Verma was
the top scorer with 44 runs. For RCB, Shreyanka Patil picked up 4
wickets, Sophie Molineux 3 and Sobana Asha took 2 wickets. Sophie
Molineux was declared Player of the Match.



