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PREZ - INFRASTRUCTURE

President Droupadi Murmu has emphasized that the infrastructure and
construction projects should be made climate-friendly and energy-efficient. Addressing
a group of Assistant Executive Engineers of Central Public Works Department, CPWD, at
Rashtrapati Bhavan today, the President said, the buildings, roads and other
infrastructure should be sustainable, energy-efficient and environment-friendly. The
President added that the engineers should be innovative in their approach so that they
can effectively deal with emerging challenges. The President asked young engineers to
not work in silos but adopt a collaborative, forward-looking and technology-driven
approach. President Murmu said that new and emerging technologies such as Artificial
Intelligence, machine learning and robots are changing traditional thinking. President
Murmu said that green construction is the need of the hour and innovative methods of
construction have the potential to transform this sector.

KARNATAKA-ELECTORAL PARTICIPATION

The Chief Electoral Office in Karnataka is making efforts to improve the voters
turnout in the Second Phase of Lok Sabha election for which the notification was issued
today. It is approaching voters through Electoral Literacy clubs by going to colleges and
approaching the Resident Welfare Association or holding rallies and road shows. The
Additional Chief Electoral Officer in Karnataka M Kurma Rao has spoken exclusively to
Akashvani News in Bengaluru on the efforts being made to improve the voters turnout
in the polling booths that recorded below average turnout in the 2019 Lok Sabha
election.

(Byte of M Kurma Rao)

REV. NTA-JEE MAINS

National Testing Agency (NTA) has issued advance intimation slip for the
allotment of examination city to the applicants who are appearing for the second
session of the JEE Mains exam this year. The session two of the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) Mains is scheduled to be conducted from 4™ of April to 12 of April
at various centres across three hundred nineteen cities throughout the country
including twenty two cities outside India. The exams will be held in two shifts each day.
The first shift will be held from 9 AM to 12 noon and the second shift will be held from
3 PM to 6 PM in the evening. However, the exam which is scheduled to be held on 12%"
of April will be conducted in the morning shift only. The candidates can check and
download their examination city through NTA's website using their application number
and date of birth. The agency in a statement also noted that this examination city
intimation slip cannot be used as the admit card by the candidates. It said, this is the



advance information for the allotment of the city where the examination centre will be
located.

BJP- JHARKHAND LS POLLS

BJP and Sudesh Kumar Mahto led All Jharkhand Students Union (AJSU) have
finalised seat sharing agreement for the Lok Sabha polls in Jharkhand. Under the
alliance, BIP will fight on 13 seats while AJSU will contest on Giridih Parliamentary
constituency in the state. This was announced by BJP General Secretary Arun Singh in a
social media post.

PM LAWYERS LETTER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today alleged that to browbeat and bully others is
vintage Congress culture. In a social media post referring to the letter written by a
group of lawyers to Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud expressing concern over
attempts to undermine the judiciary’s integrity, Mr Modi said five decades ago,
Congress had called for a committed judiciary. He claimed that Congress wants
commitment from others for their selfish interests but desists from any commitment
towards the nation. He said that it is no wonder that 140 crore Indians are rejecting
them.

Prominent lawyers including Harish Salve, Manan Kumar Mishra,
and Pinky Anand have written to the Chief Justice of India. In the letter, they alleged
that a vested interest group is trying to pressure the judiciary, influence judicial process
and defame courts on the basis of frivolous logic and stale political agendas. They said
their pressure tactics are obvious in political cases, particularly those involving political
figures accused of corruption.

SSP-1 28-03-2024
REV-MAHA-ELECTION UPDATES

In Maharashtra, the caste certificate of Congress candidate from Ramtek Lok
Sabha Constituency, Rashmi Barve has been invalidated by the Caste Verification
Committee of Social Justice and Special Assistance Department’'s Caste Verification
Committee today. The filling of nominations for the second phase of Loksabha elections
have been started in the state. The Independent candidate Zafar Ali Khan Mehmood Ali
Khan Pathan has filed his nomination paper in Nanded constituency.

<><>C Prarthna, NIVEDITA, MUMBAI,
MAIL/PKM, 1808 HRS

AP-STATE PROFILE (with V/C)
In Andhra Pradesh the simultaneous elections for the 175 State Assembly seats
and 25 Lok Sabha seat are scheduled to be held in the fourth phase on 13 th of May. A



report.
(V/C-Allu Murali/Sri Sai Vempati)

The major electoral contest in Andhra Pradesh is seen to be between the NDA
coalition of the Bharativa Janata Party-Telugu Desam-Jana Sena combine and the
incumbent YSR Congress Party. Barring a few seats, all the political parties have
announced the list of candidates contesting the elections. While the YSR Congress Party
has started its election campaign with the slogan “"Memantha sidham’, meaning we are
reaay for the polls, the TDP, the major player in the NDA coalition in Andhra Pradesh is
campaigning with the slogan “"Praja Galam”, meaning voice of the people. The Congress
Party has also started its election campaign in the state. As per latest electoral roll,
there are about 4.09 crore electors in Andhra Pradesh with female voters slightly
outnumbering the male. More than 9 lakh first time young voters have registered their
votes. The Gazette Notification for the elections in Andhra Pradesh scheduled to be
issued on 18th April, with the last date for nominations being 25th April. Polling will
take place on 13th May and counting on 4th June. Election commission is making
€laborate arrangements to ensure free and fair elections in the state. With Allu Murali,
this is Sri Sai Vempati for Akashvani News, Vijayawada.
<>Allu Murali/Sri Sai Vempati/Vijayawada/MAIL/1806 hrs.
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BIHAR NOMINATIONS (with V/C)

In Bihar, the nomination process for the first phase of Lok Sabha elections in Gaya,
Aurangabad, Nawada and Jamui parliamentary constituencies ended today. Scrutiny of
nomination papers will take place on 30th March and the last date of withdrawal of
candidature is 2nd April. Polling will be held on 19th April for this phase. Our
correspondent reports that on the last day majority of candidates submitted their
nomination papers. In the first phase BJP is contesting on two seats and Lok Janshakti
Party (Ramvilas) and Hindustani Awam Morcha have fielded candidates on one each
seat. From the Grand Alliance opposition RID is contesting on all four seats. A report:

V/C Dharmendra

On the last day candidates from BJP, RID, [JP (R), BSP and other parties filed
their nomination papers. Former Chief Minister and Hindustani Awam Morcha patron
Jitan Ram Manjhi and his rival from RID Kumar Sarvieet filed nomination papers from
Gaya parliamentary constituency. Vivek Thakur son of former Union Health Minister CP
Thakur filed nomination papers from Nawada constituency as a BIP nominee. Former
Director General of Health Services Dr. Jagdish Prasad submitted his papers from Jamui
Lok Sabha seat. [JP (R) nominee Arun Bharti from Jamui, RJID candidates Archna
Kumari Ravidas and Abhay Kumar Kushwaha from Jamui and Aurangabad
constituencies are prominent candidates who filed their nominations for the first phase.
Dharmendra Kumar Rai, Akashvani News Patna.

Meanwhile, the nomination for the second phase of Lok Sabha elections in five




parliamentary constituencies of Kishanganj, Katihar, Purnia, Bhagalpur and Banka also
began today. Nomination work for these five Lok Sabha constituencies will end on 4th
April and scrutiny will be held on the next day. Polling will take place on 26th April. On
the first day of nomination for the second phase JD(U) nominee Santosh Kumar
Kushwaha filed his nomination papers from Purnia parliamentary constituency.
<>DHARMENDRA/PATNA/MAIL/1757 hrs.

MEA CHINA

External Affairs Ministry today reiterated that Arunachal Pradesh was, is and will
remain an integral and inalienable part of India. Responding to media queries in New
Delhi this afternoon, Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said India's position on the
matter of Arunachal Pradesh has been made very clear time and again. He stressed
that China may repeat its baseless claims as many times as they want but that is not
going to change India's position.

On Indian nationals seeking discharge from Russian Army, the
spokesperson said, Ministry is constantly in touch with Russian authorities over the
matter. He said India has taken it up strongly for them to have its nationals released
and discharged as early as possible.



